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{Tur MANDAMUS. We will in the next “Re- 
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lt afl Gisrer” publish the opinion of the circuit court 
pad pt entire. Our work will then, with the report of 
IWEP Eg 


Mr. Maxcy published to-day, embrace all the pa- 
rs which have appeared in relation to this case 
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¢ P The “Intelligencer”? of Monday says—The post- 
‘ONtieg i aster general has taken an appeal from the judg- 
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the United States, and entered into bonds, on Sa- 
turday last, for the prosecution of the appeal. 
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trial MaryLann. The election for members of con- 
ey gress in this state will take place on Wednesday 
he act next, the 26th inst. ‘The canvass has been prose- 
SEEVien cuted with great zeal by both parties, especially in 
Vst Asim tuis city, aad both are equally confident of success. 

We will present full returns of the election in the 

r under ¢ next “REGISTER. 

r Tener . 

2? T fey NoRTH KASTERN BOUNDARY. The belligerent 
stand jum order of the governor of Maine, published in the 
opinioy “ReatsteR,”’ of the Sth iast. has no donbt elicited 





the following from the British authorities of New 
Branswick. It stated that tie Maine people talk 
of proceeding to Frederickton jail to release the 
American citizen who was seized whilst running 
the boundary line. 
From the Calais Advocate of July 11. 

Militia district orders. ‘The first battalion of the 

(tiarlotte county militia are hereby ordered to be 
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Ee in readiness to march aan ‘hour’s warning, either to 
sing un. Frederickton or such other point as may be directed 
s. novell OY Dis excellency the livutenant governor and com- 
“ith oid Pmander-in-chiel. Coin CAMPBELL, 
€ the st =? aes Lieut. col. commanding. 
Gnneil St. Andrews, July 5, 1837. 
apt what Tue sutp PENNSYLVANIA. We have publish- 
manijediame! fron the National Gazette, a graphic deserip- 
ne thine Memon of the launching of this ma:nmoth ship, which 
ress oveifmgaded into her ‘destined element,’? without the 
erformedfamm slightest accident, a:nidst the cheers of a concourse 
ey. 189 fmemeo! Spectators estimated at one hnndred thousand. 
2 case (eR Le fortunate issue of “the great experime:it” is 
noreover me eovorable to the naval skill of the nation, and es- 
dor calemmePccially so to the architects and workinen of the 
» Philadelphia navy yard; whose specimens of naval 
hat «(hie skiil do not require “copper bottoms” to render 


to? aime teir metal attractive. 
ss) coy, = Dbe account of the launch and the dimension of 
5 the ship are inserted in pages 322, 323, but the fol- 
lowing items, copied fro:n the Philadelphia Ga- 
zvtte, are also interesting. 
_“The line of battle ship Pennsylvania now on 
tie stocxs at our navy yard, under a shelter that 
Cost $45,000, is one of the most splendid fabrics 
that was ever destined to float on the ocean. Her 
length on deck is 225 feet, which is 27 feet more 
dan half way from Fifth to Sixth street, in Ches- 
nut street, and her breadth 95 feet, which is eight 
oo [emee’t Wider than Chesnut street opposite the theatre, 
@picluding the footways. She is large enough to 
arry two thousand men, which is a larger number 
Man the whole American army that fought and 
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Ne population of a considerable sized country 
own. She is of the burthen of 3,000 tons, and could, 
at loaded with flour, carry the moderate cargo of 
piirty thousand barrels, enough to supply bread 
me filteen thousand people for a whole year.— 
te a carry A A guns, thirty-two pounders, so 
vill tha, ges she discharges a full broadside, she 
why Glspose of precisely a ton of bullets, to help to 
rake iron pebbles for the bottom of the ocean, un- 
. F Pack happens to hit the enemy. She will draw 
‘ hed ee and thus fiad it difficult to navigate 
: “0at rivers. One of her anchors, which is to be 
ma ’en in the v 
ell” Ps wor'd, weighs 11,697 pounds, which is 
bce mA. mare, than five tons, and will reqnire 
i> wake + piping at the capstan to get ita peak. 

at oh ot ge are of iron, mostly in the shape of 
undred pe — of holding from one to two 
Mf other she ere. rye, 3 eer of them 
he ship pony 04% — o fit roun the sides of 
asks | pes to leave no space as happens with 
*, 44€ number is probably 150, as far as we 
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enminel , val Judge from looking at them, as we did a da 
We.) lit ® Since, under the guidance of some of the 
L.EGe) vate and attentive offie 


ers stationed at the yard. 
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ment of the circuit court, to the supreme court of 


ard, and which is said to be the largest | 


| ceptances to a large amount upon the manufacturing 











“A friend has just informed us that the largest 
anchor in the British dock yard, at Portsmouth, in 
1832, weighed something less than 10,000 lbs. at 
which time there were on the stocks, three ships 
nearly as large as the Pennsylvania.” 

It is said the Pennsylvania will be taken to the 
dry dock at Norfolk to receive her copper 





From Frortpa. Gen. Jesup and suit arrived 
at St. Augustine on the 6th inst. He had been to 
Volusia and examined several sites, with a view to 
establish a post in a healthy position on the St. 
John’s river. It was understood that be had in con- 
templation a post at Silver Spring, on Lake George, 
about 25 miles north of Volusia. Ilis stay in St. 
Augustine was short. 

The opinion is still expressed that the Indians 
will commit no murders or depredations, at least for 
the present, and as a proof, it is stated, that single 
expresses still continue to ride through to Tampa 
unmolested. 





Wright, a United States soldier, who has been 
convicted of murder, was sentenced to be hung in 
St. Augustine on Monday the 10th instant. | 

The editor of the Savannah Republican has | 
learned from a passenger, who arrived in that city | 
on the 14th inst. from Black Creek, that a skirmish | 
took place a short time since, on the west side wr 

| 


the Suwannee, between a company of mounted 
Floridiais, under the command of colonel Mills, 
and about 26 Indians, supposed to be Creeks. ‘The | 
bodies of two of the latter killed were found, and | 
marks of blood were discovered of others wounded | 
or killed, that were taken away by the Indians.— | 
One of the whites is said to have been wounded. 





Forreicn news. The news from England re- 
ceived at New York, embraces London papers to the 
7th and Liverpool to the 8th of June. The three 
large American houses in Loneon, viz: George 
Wildes and Co. Thos. Wilson and Co. and Timo- 
thy Wiggins and Co. had allfailed. An exhibit of 
their affairs shows a large surplus alter satisfying 
all demands. | 

Geo. Wildes and Co. show a surplus of $266,000, 
Thos. Wilson and Co. of $272,009 and Timothy 
Wigzings and Co. of $284,000. 

The London Times of the 5th ult. says that these | 
failures are not expected to be attended with the 
disastrous consequences that many person have 
predicted. There is, however, great anxiety and 
alarm in the commercial community, which has 
received an additional shock by the return of ac- 


interests of the country. 

The London Times of the 8d June, referring by 
name to the houses of Wilson & Co. Wiggins & | 
Co. and Wildes & Co. says—“The engagements of | 
these three houses, of which the failure has been 
announced, were less in consequence of the aid 
they had received from the bank, and consequently 
the effects of this disaster will not be so sensibly 
felt.” 


ee 





The whole amount of their obligations is two! 


} ‘millions sterling, and the greatest loss will be feit | 
Gained the battle Of Chippewa, and greater than 


by the houses which guarantied the bank in its ad- 
vances for them, in sums varying from five to twen- 
ty thousand pounds. These houses were numerous, 
for the amonnt of their guarantees wag one million 
three hundred thousand. 

The Times estimates the loss that will probably 
be sustained by the bank at £700,000; with an in- 
timation however, that it is by no means unlikely 
to be much larger. | 

The New York Courier aad Enquirer observes— | 
“Our readers will perceive, by a notice in this| 
day’s paper, that an assignment has been made by | 
the house of Wilson & Co. of London, of their ef- | 
fects in the United States for the benefit of all their | 
creditors. In noticing this event, which we do| 
with deep regret, we are authorised by the friends | 
of the house here, to assure those interested, that 
the Liverpool house will continue to meet its en- 
gagzements.”” 

The conrt of directors of the bank of England 
have published the following notice:. 

The governor and company of the bank of Eng- 
land give notice that from and after the first instanf, 
they will receive proposals for loans on approved 
bills of exchange, at 90 days. These loans must 
be reimbursed on the 15th July next, or before, 








with interest at 5 per cent. per annum. None will 
be received for Jess amount than £2,690 sterling. 

Bank of England, June 1, 1837. 

[Morning Post, translated. 

The manufacturing districts in England, are 
suffering excessively under the stagnation of busi- 
ness. 

Canada banks, Measures have been taken to 
provide for the drafts drawn by all the banks in Ca- 
nada on the American houses. Smith, Payne & 
Smith intervene for the Montreal bank. The bank 
of British North America for the bank of the city 
of Montreal. Glynn, Mills, Halifax & Co. for the 
bank of Upper Canada, and the London Joint Stock 
bank for the Commercial bank of Maitland. The 
promptness with which these arrangements have 
been made, does honor to the manner in which 


these banks have conducted their business. It is 
alsu an indication of the sound state of Canadian 


commerce. [London Standard. 

Fifty-three bankruptcies are stated to have taken 
place in Paris during the month of May, I. Janu- 
ary there were 37 failures, in February 38, in 
March 63, in April 49—1otal since the Ist January, 
239—without comprehending the suspensions of 
payment which occurred without the intervention 
of the tribunals of justice. 





Mr. Catnoun. The editors of the New York 
Evening Chronicle have received for publication, 
the following extract from a letter written by the 


| hon. J. C. Calhonn to a friend. dated 


Pendleton, S. C. 26th June, 1837. 

“Let us do our duty firmly, maintaining kind 
relations with all except those who have so much 
abused their power, and show much more solicitude 
to redeem the country than to advance ourselves. 
The crisis is too great and dangerous for a display 
of ambitious feelings. This is the course of the 
patriot—the man who cares more for his country 
than for himself, . . : ’ 


“Joun C. CaLtnoun. 





THE VICE PRESIDENT’s orrnrons. A paragraph 
appeared recently in the Maysville (Ky.) Eagle, 
stating that colonel Johnson had changed his opi- 
nions upon the bank question, and was now in fa- 
vor of a new national bank. ‘This article was for- 
warded to col. Johnson by the editor of the Ken- 
tucky Gazette who received the following letter in 
reply. 

** White Sulpher Fountain, 
** Scott county, Ky. 2d July, 1837. 

“My dear sir: I have this moment received the 
within from you. If you and my other friends 
judge me by my works, you may know that the 
paragragh is withont a shadow of foundation. 

“I have not the time nor the disposition, to enter 
into a formal answer to suggestions in the papers, 
of my opinions. I have sustained, and I intend to 
sustain the administration of the general govern- 
ment in the course which it has pursued. 

“T presume this is sufficient to authorise you, my 
old friend, to contradict it by authority from me, if 
you consider it important to do so in your ewn 
way, or by publishing this hasty note. Respect- 
fully yours, tH. M. Jounson. 

“Daniel Bradford, esq. 





GEN. TALMADGE’s LETTER to the editor of the 
Albany Argus, (see page 267), has been ardently 
opposed by a portion of the members of the demo- 
cratic republican party of New York, and as warin- 
ly commended by another. About seven hundred 
of those in the city of New York who approve of 
its sentiments, have signed the following letter to 
gen. Talmadge. The signatures include many of 
the leading Tammany men, viz: Gideon Lee. C. 
W. Lawrence, Reuben Withers, Daniel Jackson, J. 
Lorimer Graham, William Paxton Hallett, Presery- 
ed Fish, &e. &e. 

New Yorl:, July 4th, 1837. 
To the hon. Nathaniel P. Talmadge, senator of U.S 

Sir: We, the undersigned, members of the demo- 
cratic republican party, in the city of New York, 
have seen with pride and pleasure your letter to the 
editor of the Albany Argus, of the sixth ef June 
last. 

We consider it due to you, and more especially 
to our beloved country, that we should express our 
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entire approbation of the sentiments, so laudably 
put forth in your letter. Your words are, “I am 
IN FAVOR OF A WELL REGULATED CREDIT 8YSs- 
TEM, AND OPPOSED TO THE CHIMERICAL SCHEME 
OF AN EXCLUSIVE METALLIC CURRENCY. PRE- 
SERVE AND REGULATE, BUT NOT DESTROY. THE 
CREDIT SYSTEM IS THE DISTINGUISHING FEA- 
TURE BETWEEN DESPOTISM AND LIBERTY.” 

In these high and patriotic views we heartily 
concur, and assure you that we believe them to be 
the sentiments of the great majority of the republi- 
can party; and we cordially tender to you our una- 
nimous support in the proper efforts to sustain and 
establish these principles in the legislature of this great 
and enterprising natton. 

Accept the assurances of our high consideration 
and respect. 


I'RENCH cLAtImMs. Paris, June7. The commis- 
sion charged with the examination and liquidation 
of the French claims, founded on the treaty con- 
cluded between I’rance and the United States, has 
decided on 15 claims. The following have been 
admitted. 

The heirs of M. Beaumarchaise, for supplies; M. 
Blancheny, relative to the ship Francois; M. Robion 
for the ship Jeune Emelie; the public treasury for- 
drafts; M. M. Raybaud and Barbatut, for the Jeune 
Eugenie; M. Bringeon, for the Apollo; M. Bour- 
geois, for the Minerva; M. Houdat, for the Eugene; 
the insurance companies of Havre, relative to the 
Calypso; the heira of M. M. Diron and Flory, for 
the Vengeance; and M. M. Dupeyrat and Deluc, 
relative to the Elisa. 

The whole amounts to the sum of 1,126,590 frs. 
7. All the other claims have been rejected. 





PATENT OFFICE, Washington, July 15, 1837. In 
consequence of the destruction of the records of the 
patent office by fire in December last, congress pro- 
vided by law for recording all patents anew; and no 
ev a can be given in evidence until the same has 

een recorded again in this office. The law pro- 
vides for the record of all patents which have been 
issued, whether the same have or have not expired. 
Such record, it is believed, will be honorable to in- 





ventors, and highly useful in the future management 
of the patent office. Arrangements are accordingly | 
made for recording all patents anew in this office; 
expecting that persons holding patents will prompt- | 
ly comply with the law in this respect. It is hoped 
none will delay transmitting patents, because the 
invention may be deemed unimportant. A copy 
of every patent issued is desirable, as the best means | 
of preventing impositions. Many persons have al- 
ready complied with the law, and their patents have 
been recorded and returned to them: and all who 
have omitted to forward their papers are requested 
to send them to this office by mail, without delay. 
In this mode, patents will be secured from infringe- 
ment, and useful inventions perpetuated. Papers 
forwarded will be safely kept and speedily returned. 


| at 7} cents, thirds at 7 cents, and fourths at 6 cts. | 





Transfers or assignments of patents are in like man- | 
Publishers of | 


ner required to be recorded anew. 


newspapers will promote the cause of science, as | 


well as oblige their customers, by publishing this | 


notice. Henry L. E_.usworrn, 


Commissioner of patents. 

TROUBLE AMONG THE PoTTAWATAMIES. The 
Boonville, (Missouri) Herald, of June 24, says there 
is little doubt that the treaty with these Indians. 
now located on the Platte river, will have to be 
enforced vi et armis. The tribe was quarreling 
and cutting each other’s throats in drunken frolics 
froin whiskey, smuggled among thein by peculating 
whites. The life of Mr. Davis, Indian agent, has 
been assailed. They swear, like the Seminoles of 
Florida, they will die on the graves of their fathers. 





ITEMS ABOUT THE TIMES AND TITE CURRENCY. 
Journeymen printers. Extract of a letter from a 
jotirneymaa printer in New York to his friend in 
Baltimore. 

‘‘New York, July 12, 1837. 

“T have been out of employment for the last two 
months—not making more than will barely pay my 
board. The times are truly distressing—not a day's 
work to be had except in the newspaper offices— 
the principal book offices are nearly deserted and 
have been for some time. 
journeymen printers in this city that have not had 
a day’s work for three months—some of them have 


enlisted in the army, others have gone on whaling | 
voyages, and some who remain have scarcely a| ' : 
| presented the appearance of a quiet Sunday. 


hole to put their heats in. [ Chronicle. 


The arrangements of the banks of the stata of | 


New York for the reception of each others notes 
have been completed. We will give the particulars 
in our next. 


There are a great many | 


by the Girard bank, one of the deposite banks in 


Philadelphia. It is similar to the certificates of the 
Commercial bank of Pennsylvania, noticed in our 
last. 


will receive this certificate as FIVE DOLLARS 
on deposite or in payment of debts due to the in- 
stitution. 


treasury is herewith returned. 


the patent office at Washington. The receipt offered 
is of the following tenor. 


by him, and for which I have given him duplicate 


port, and has at this time seven ships loading for 


| less than half an hour after the bank was opcned on 


The following is a copy of a certificate issued 


Philadelphia, July 5, 1837. 
The GIRARD BANK inthe city of Philadelphia 


James ScuorTr, pres’t. 
“The bank receipt not being receivable at the 


You may remit $20 in coin per mail.” 
The above extract is from a letter from a clerk in 


COMMONWEALTH BANK. 
Boston, May 1837. 
The treasurer of the United States has credit in 
this bank, for 20 dollars deposited by ———, of 
, the same being for a caveat , invented 





receipts. 


who prevented access. 
house presented rather a quiet scene than otherw; 
when we entered it. All had been prepared fo; 4)’ 
launch, and the stalwart forms of the ship-buiiqe,, 
were seen stretched lazily and listlessly along 4), 
keel of the vessel, waiting for the moment whey 
they, shonld knock away the beams against |. 
sides. Mr. Samuel Humphriys, the architect and 
chief superintendent of the launch, was coolly ¢, 
gaged at his post giving directions and ascertajnjy, 
that all continue 
entire confidence in 
channel had been deepened; the equilibrium of th, 
vessel ascertained with mathematical precision, a), 
all that was wanting for the final slide was the flog, 
tide. 
visiters; there was no evidence of invited bodies 
dignitaries and but few oflicers in uniform. 
right that the number of persons on board show), 
have been limited; the increased weight to the shi, 
resulting from a crowd, might have marred the pe. 
feet launch, and been fatal, by creating a great swe), 
to some of the small craft with which the riy;, 


----—- atnenen — 


The interior of the sh 


Ip 


4 


— He expressed to us hj; 
the success of the launch; th, 


On ascending the deck we found but fe, 


It Wis 


é Ten ‘ abounded. Indeed such accidents to the pleasur, 
The banks of the city of Cincinnati have come to| boats were anticipated by naval gentlemen pre. 
the determination to receive the notes generally of | sent. 


all the banks of Ohio, Indiana and Kentucky, at 
par, of the denomination of five dollars, and up- 
wards. 


A New Orleans letter of the Sth inst. in the N. 
York Express says: 

The United States bank agent has already clear- 
ed 23,000 bales cotton for Great Britain from this 


the same destination. The large operations, so late 
in the season on our small stock in first hands, 
keep prices firm, and in some instances they are 
a little higher for qualities over mid fair. 


Yesterday we had a very general demand, and 
full 2,000 bales changed hands—a round lot of 500 
Mississippi, Liverpool mid. at 9 cents; a round lot 
of 580 Mississippi and Louisiana, full mid. fair, at | 
10 cts.; fair in demand in small parcels, for remit- 
tances, at 11 to Li} cents. 


In North Alabama and Tennessee, round lots are | 
held at 7} to 8 cents, or firsts at 10 cents, seconds | 





our lowest quotations for any kind. 

Freights are firm—the American ship Walter 
taken up for Liverpool at 7-16d. 

Having so few persons who can draw sterling ex- 
change, we cannot give you the precise quotations; 
a first rate bill would, however, command 22 per 
cent. prem. 


The statement of the La Fayette bank of Cincin- 
nati shows a specie fund of $154,000 against a cir- 
culation of $343,000. 


A conirast. ‘The sales of real estate made by the | 
Messrs. Bleecker, auctioneers in the city of New 
York, as reported to the comptroller, were as {ol- 
lows: 

For the quarter ending 30 June, 1836 $5,091,528 
do. do. do. 1837 279,058 


The bill authorising the banks to issue small notes 
has become a law, and the bank in this city com- 
menced issuing small bills on Saturday. We state 
the fact to show the great want of change, that in 





& 


Saturday morning, the teller paid upwards of $700 
in sinall bills. {.4labama Intelligencer. 





THE LAUNCH. 
From the Daily National Gazette of the 19th inst. 
lor several days previons to the launch of the | 
Pennsylvania, and particularly on Monday, crowds | 
of curious strangers flocked into the city. Some of | 
them came from places distant many miles; from 





|sustained her eligible name. 


A German band of musicians was on board an) 
made the ship house echo with strains of marti! 
music and patr-otic inspirations. On going to the 
stern of the vessel and looking from the height upon 
the river and the contiguous shores, the most lively 
and exhilirating scene we ever beheld was pre- 
sented to our view. The sun shone with meridian 
splendor upon the surface of the river, which was 
scarcely agitated by a single ripple, while its tide 
was nearly imperceptible. Had we not had evidence 
to the contra;y, we should have supposed that the 
entire population was on the water. Vessels of 
every size, weight, form and pretension were cours. 
ing to and fro, or lying motionless in the stream, 
Each and all were filled with gay groups, an4 
decked with waving stars and stripes. The steam- 
boats were crowded with passengers on every deck 
and at every cabin window. Spars and masts were 
clustered with countless human forms, thick as 
autuinnal pigeons in an American forest. But 
what we most admired next to the bright eyes and 
fair forms that we every where encountered, were 
the boat clubs. They were the poctry of the scene. 
Resting on the water light as a snow flake, they 
shot in every direction, impelled by the strong 
arm and practised stroke of their youthful crews. 
Their forms are very singular. Just wide enough 
to admit of a single seat, long enough for a dozen 
or a score of rowers, and altogether very delicately 
and y:acefully constructed, they were eminently 
appropriate to lend life and beauty to such a scene. 
And then their crews appeared in every natiunal 
and peculiar garb, from the exquisite holiday dress 
of sailors, with neat pumps, hundred shining but- 
tons and petite hats, to modern Greeks with scull 
caps and glittering scarfs of gay embroidery, or 
painted and quivered savages. We noticed one 
luiry little skitr facetiously termed “Jonmn Swirt,” 
after our worthy mayor, and her nautieal prowess 
The decorations 0! 
this faney craft were appropriate and elegant. Mi- 
niature fags, silken and velvet draperies. colden 
fringes and bright coloring, distinguished them ai. 
Casting our eyes towards the Jersey shore at the 
distance of a mile, we saw theusands along it ant 
at every elevated point promising a fair view. 
The island opposite the city had its full number 
of gazers at the scene. On this side of the river 
the crowd was truly vast and imnesing; every Louse 
top fer whole squares was darkened with humai 
forms, temsorary balconies and stands in every (: 
rection contained their crowded thousands; every 
window was occupied that afforded a view; te 
navy yard and public store houses were filled, and 


New York, from Baltimore, and the intermediate | the wharves presented one uninterrupted dense 


towns; and the cities, villages, and counties along| mass of spectators. 


. %,°* b4 7, | 
The multitude was estimated 


the Delaware and in the vicinity of Philadelphia | at the lowest calculation to comprise one hundred 


crowding our hotels and dwellings. For several 
hours during yesterday, the streets near the Dela- 
ware from Kensington to the navy yard, presented 
an uninterrupted stream of foot passengers of all ages 
and descriptions wending their way to the scene of 
action. Scores of omnibusses proceeded to it laden | 
and returned empty, and numerous hacks, private 
carriages and veb‘cles were seen going in the one 





j 


direction. Towards the middle of the day, the 
shaps and stores were closed and business suspend- 
ed. Some of the streets with their deserted houses, 


contributed ample quotas to the anxious throng, | thousand persons. A military friend who had ser\- 


ed in Napoleon’s armies rates it at a higher nut- 
ber. While we were enjoying this unequalle 
scene, and had almost forgotten how soon the 02 
leviathan was to be released from her long 1- 


| prisonment, two cannons, discharged in rapid sue- 


cession, told,in a voice not to be misunderstood, 
thatin ten minutes the launch would take plac: 
The sturdy shipwrights had already quitted thei? 
repose, and with ponderous strokes were knocking 
away the beams supporting the vesscl. Some three 
hundred, as we are informed, lent their strength 





We artived at the navy yard just as the gates | 
were opened to the thousands besieging them; all | 
rushed in, bat were doomed to be disappointed, as the | 
goal of their hopes, the ship house and the extreme | 


| projections of the wharves were guarded by marines, | sister state of New Jersey. No time was to be Jost: 


the work of liberation, and the echoing blows wel 
fast dying away forthe still more welcome sound 0) 
the battering-rain, sent with huge foree against eg 
bows. Instantly there was great agitation throug’ 
out the multitude; we could even see its effect in the 
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ship The poats that had been darting in defiance past the | Rake of stern post 3 6 |character, who is not moved in this business by 
Wise, chained monster now shot toa place of safety. All| Rake of stem 3 any impulse but that of patriotism’—and elicited 
the the vessels, great and small, formed two vast, | Length of keel for tonnage 173 6 ‘the explanatory communication subjoined, from Mr. 
iderg right, dense lines, extending far towards the op- | Height from spar deck port sill, to under Samuel Kendall, jr. pay agent, &c. 

E the posite shore, so as to permit the Pennsylvania to| side of rail 3 9 “ 
W hhey ‘Je between them. If the scene had been charming | Height of spar deck port sill from base line 47 11 Treasury drafis. These form at present the 
hep before, it was now magically beautiful. The crowd | Height from base line to under part of rail circulating medium of the government, by means 
t and on either shore had ceased to move, all being anxi-| at dead flat 51 8 |of which its debts and the salaries of its offieers 
y en. ously silent and still at their places.» On the river | Length of lower gun deck 205. 6 | are paid. By order from the secretary of the treasury 
Ding tye tide was at its flood and with the vessels on it, | Breadth of do. 55 § |and the sanction of the president, these are made 
S his had ceased to move. Looking through the long| Length of main gun deck 212 receivable for all public dues, and put on a footing 
; the jine of Huating habitations, it reminded us of a city | Breadth of do. 54 9 | with the notes of the late United States bank, as 
f the on the waves, with all dc srees of lowliness and| Length of upper gun deck 217 fixed by the charter. In other times it required 
» an pride—from the tiny saiis of the fishing smack to | Breadth of do. 52 the force of law to fix the currency of the country; 
Hoo the spire of the merchantman. In Coleridge’s an- | Length of spar deck 219 but since the government has been reduced toa 
few eient mariner there is a bold and felicitous descrip- Breadth of do. 47 6 {simple machine, it is amazing to consider how 
es of tion of aship ina calm—she was “like a painted | Extreme breadth 5S 14} much has been gained by dispensing with the in- 
Was ghip upon a painted ocean.” The comparison was | Length fi.-n figure head to stern gallery 247 6 cumbrance of legal enactments, — Only observe the 
ould strictly applicable to the scene on the river. It| Height from bottom of keel to top of rail advantage in this one case: Specie is at a premium 
‘Ship nrosented still life in perfection—a panorama from ainidships 54 9 |of ten per cent. over the notes of the bank of the 
per. r ture’s pencil. But its qitiescence was short lived. Depth of hold to orlop deck 15 93 | Metropolis; the treasury drafts, being: receivable vr 
Well, In an instant the great ship was started into life.| Thickness of deck 4 | by the government, are also at a premium, Now ar 
river ‘The cry, “she moves,” rose from a hundred thou- From orlop deck to lower gun deck 7 4 |Suppose Mr. Kendall, postmaster general, with a t 
asure sand lips—a hundred thousand hungry eyes fed deck 5 | Salary of $6,000 per annum, to receive his quarter s | 
Pre- HB yon the sight. The band struck up our national | From lower gun deck to main deck . 2 ret) SR IEE. eye: = bs ga ae _ HH 
Phyvmn, the cannon roared, the thousands on shi deck § {shal put inte market at Uits rate; Ne obtains thereby ai 
dani i me shore again and again iterated their glad nd From main deck to upper gun deck | ee, $150, or at the rate of $600 a year in addition to if 
artial Me jyutual jmzzas. As she inet her element, commo- deck 4 |bis salary. A very pretty operation, this! But as . 
‘Othe FE gore Diddle, seated at the giant figure head of Her- | From upper gun deck to spar deck 7 our city does not furnish the most abundant supply 
upon F cules, zave her name, PENNSYLVANIA, With the deek 24 of the precious metals, nor the best mart for this 
ively [Re anpropriate ceremonies. Her descent was very | From limber streak to spar deck 45 9 |jimproved currency, suppose Mr. K. to despatch an 
pre- [BE siisht, the swell of the river gentle—and with one | Distance between the ports, 7 1G |agent with a warrant for his hn and his clerk’s 
‘idian J proud bound that seemed to a landsman like the | Heights of the ports 3 salaries for the quarter, say $14,000, to New York, 
1 was Je rolling of a world, she sat erect upon the bosum of | Breadth do. 3 4 |jand to sell it fora profit of 8 per cent. or $1,120; 
3 tide FE the Delaware, and sailed like a queen of the waves | Lower gun deck ports, (number) 32 which would give them the sun of $4,480 to be 
lence [Me between the double lies of subject boats to receive | Main do. do. do. 36 added, in due proportions, to the salarics of the 
atthe Fe their homage. So perfectly easy was the launch,|Upper do. do. do. 36 postmaster general and his clerks for the year. 
Is of FE that from the moment she first touched the water, | Spar do. do. do. 36 Who would not be in the employ of Uncle Sam, 
ours. a till she floated on its level surface, was but five and | Length from fore part of stem to aft side with such contingent advantages? Such an opera- 
rean, [B® twenty seconds. The roaring of the cannon had| of stern at height of spar deck 224 tion, I am told, ACTUALLY TOOK PLACE. Let it 
, and BR eeased, but the accla:mations continued. As each| Whole leugth of keel 185 6 |not be said that these are times of universal distress, 
team. [RP steamboat and vessel neared her, they cheered vo- Length. Diameter. Mast head, | NO; amidst the general gloom, here is a bright gild- 
deck [RR ciferously, and were responded to with equal cordi- ‘ Feet, Inches. Feet. jing of light; though blighted hope has spread a 
were [ee ality by those on board. Main mast 132 48 22 desert all around us, yet here a green and sunny 
ck os [EP ~ The Pennsylvania is admired as possessiag the do. topmast 70 23 12 spot is found where the favored live at ease, and 
But [Ee qualities of ‘capacity, strength and fast. sailing. do. top gallant mast 41 d G the faithful have no fear—but for their places. 
Sant FR “She is a splendid specimen of the science of naval do. royal mast 24 Of Dut at whose expense are these men of nmenien fa 
were JE architecture of the present day, although commenc-| 40. flag pole 16 _— bs peye See inctneen 10 ee The 
cence, od filteen years ago, and is very properly an ob- ry cnn COUNTY, TNECATMCT, the 9 ring man; 
they iy feck of tik to the inechanieal slcill of Philadelphia. Total height 283 feet. every man who buys foreign sugar, or wears foreign 
trour FR She is piereed for one hundred and thirty-six guns, | , cloths. The executive government has, on its own 
rews, Je all thirty-two pounders, and will be the most formi- fore mast 120 44 20. sj “responsibility, regulated the currency, paying in 
jonch [ee dable ship afloat.” It was highly appropriate that] o- topmast 63 214 10 Gin. | protested drafts, and demanding pay in specie on 
dozen MEN commodore Biddle, a Pennsylvanian and Philadel-| do. top gallant mast 37 Gin. 12 5 6 these same drafts, which thus become an article of 
cately JP pian, should have had the honor of naming her.| 40. royal mast 22 8 traffic. The merchant, in order to pay his duty 
ently JE The Jaunch was considered technically perfect,| 40. flag pole 10 bonds, must buy them even at a premium, but the 
scene, J having been admirably gentle and having occasion- consumer of his ey must pay, and the premium 
tional JB ed scarcely a swell in the water. The able assist- " 252 6 goes into the poc kets of the salaried officers of the 
dress JB ants of Mr. Humphreys, were Mr. Hart, naval con- | Mizen mast 99 34 17 government. This is the ‘better currency,” with 
- but FE structor of the navy yard at New York, and Mr.| 40. topmast 5D 165 9 which we are blessed. 
scull JE) John Lenthall, naval constructor of this city, and| 0. top gallant mast 33 Gin. 94 46 ag ‘ io 
ry,or J papilof Mr. Humphreys. There were a number of do. royal mast 20 7 oe Regs ges, July 19, 1837. 
1 one ) naval gentlemen present, in the yard or on board; do. flag pole 8 6 in. See ° ad te Ue are y gd of this 
iFt,” JR ¢om. Stewart, commander on this station, captain Benny oat ofa - — ipecogin to | ms phys Tom." 8 cia- 
owess J Conner, capt. Read, capt. Levy, purser McCauley, 216 zen of the purest character,” with an editorial com- 
yns of [Be and others whose naines are uiuknown to us. Mizen masts steps on the orlop deck. mentary, containing errors of principle and fact, 
Mi: ®  We have been insensibly drawn into a detail of Feet. Inches. _ Feet, which require se pita Cth 
rolden J) touch greater length than we intended, and which ; Long, Diameter. Yard urm.| The salaries of the officers of the government are 
nal, JB to some of our city readers may be a twice told Main yard 110 24 0 not fixed by law to be paid in notes of the bank of 
at the [em tale. To those however ata distance, it will not} 40. topsail yard 82 18 7 the Metropolis, or in current bank notes of the Dis- 
it and + be without interest. As Philadelphians, we ma do. top gallant do. 52 11 2 : trict of Columbia, but in gold and silver, or their 
view. ME be excused in beine nrolix. as the “creat ship” is do. royal do. 36 7 1 Gin. | equivalent; they being the only iegal currency of 
umber MEE the work of our hands. The architect is of this} 40. skysail do. 24 5 1 the United States. Every officer and clerk in the 
‘river ME City, as well as Mr. James Keen, who built her. Fore yard | 109 23 5 —— | service of the government has a perfect legal and 
louse a On the oceasion of the lannch. commander McCau-| ° 40. topsail yard 75 16 6 6 in. | moral right to be paid in that currency, and they 
uman [ee ley and Jieutenants Ritebie and Pennington had} 40. top gallantdo. 48 93 2 suffer oe when paid in any thing else of less 
ry cl 4 charge of the ship. All these centlemen are na-| do. royal ; do. 33 64 16 value. Phe secretary of the treasury, having been 
every MME tives of Philadelphia ii do. skysail do. 22 44 1 deprived by the stoppage of the banks of the means 
. te a OT , ey > he , banned | Mizen or cross jack 80 16 76 of making immediate payment in the legal curren- 
- the > though the “sia sure” has now ceased to be | Spank, ¢ I h ld 4 i 
!and fm Wholly our own. we must always share. with more} 40- topsail yard 52 il 4 cy, has done t 1e most he could to enable the public 
dense fam than ordinary sensibility, the fzelings common to| do. top gallaatdo. 3 63 16 creditors to obtain their just dues, by receiving his 
4 BT ons annatcn ts 2. et ner Cage TES do. royal do. 15 3 9 protested warrants in payment of debts due to the 
mated Be O'r country, in her future career; and, whatever PB: at 4 United States. Rather tt “i 
ndrel J May be her perils, whether of “the battle or the! 40. spiritsail yard 52 2 dane ype Es 2 ag omega dss sale 
cerv- [eum breeze,” we have no fears that we shall ever have | Bowsprit 80 _ 45 56 ft. out board. | the ecnrrent notes of the District, or not receive it 
num- Meme ¢2use to blush that our ‘een city is her native Jib booin 65, 3 feet head 184 in. dia- }at all, many of the officers and clerks in the post 
nalled [Em howe, : ; meter, 40 feet out board. | office department, and other offices, have requested 
e onk . al Flying jib boom 22 feet out board 12, in. diameter. | to receive ee a with as of getting 
> in- The. flossing are the proportions of the Penn- Jib or jib boom 12 do. do. G feet pole add- a Aa possible the niga ns frorkAwiet 
) eue- S sylvania, ; ed, 74 inches diameter. Phe hig lest price given for lese , rafts in this 
:tood, fem Feet. Inch. | Spanker boom 60 feet long, 13 inches diameter. “mart” has been six per cent. premium in District 
place. Fe Length between the perpendiculars 216 Height from water line to main truck 239 feet. paper, which is at a discount oF te per cent. still 
theit @ Bean mould 56 9 ¢do. do. fore truck 217 saddling upon the clerks a loss of four per cent. of 
“king m® Vepth of hold to cun deck 22 “do. do. mizen do. 196 their just dues. Believing the drafts could be ex. 
‘hvee q vadwood “3 7 Jraucht of water 25 feet. Mounts 136 guns. changed on better terms elsewhere, and peblie 
4h to je Ceiling, plank, from keelson to floor head 8 | The keel of the Pennsylvania was laid in No- | creditors paid more nearly the amount actually due 
‘were fae Phroat of floor timber 1 6 |vember, 1822. them, I visited New York, about the close of lust 
ndot ee lonnage, 3,000, month, on behalf of some of my fellow clerks, to 
tthe fem Height of lower gun deck port sill 27 «8 TREASURY DRAFTS. make arranges for that pyrpese. The result 
sue: ie dn. middle do, co. 34 113 On Wednesday last, the 19th instant, the fsllow- | was that bp. hai oR i4 per ¢ aot. in Distriet 
nthe i os upper = do. do. 42 34! ing article appeared in the National Intelligencer, papers 67 receiving less than was due to them by 
sjost. a do, spar deck do. 47 11 \*from acitizen,” says that print, “of the purest about 24 per cent. 
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Your “citizen of the purest charaeter” has mis- 
stated one fact, probably considered the most im- 
portantin hiscommunication The postmaste? gene- 
ral received his month’s salary as usual, in u check of 
$569 on the bank of the Metropolis. He approved the 
effort of the clerks to obtain as near their legal dues 
as they could, but he waived his own right in that 
respect altogether. He doubtless knew too well 
how prone many “citizens of the purest character” 
are to misunderstand and misrepresent all his ac- 
tions, however just, to put it in theirs power to do so 
in this instance. He is content to receive every 
month some $50 less than his just dues, to place 
himself above imputation of sordid motive in any 
public transaction. 

I have to request that, in justice to the postmas- 
ter general as well as the clerks in the public offi- 
ces, who desire nothing which the law does not 
grant them, you will give a place to this communi- 
cation in to-morruw’s Intelligencer. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

SAML. KENDALL, jr. pay agent, &c. 





OFFICIAL. 
GENERAL ORDER, NO. 46. 
HEAD QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Adjutant general’s office, Washington, July 12, 1837. 
1. Promotions and appointments in the army, 
since the publication Sg caesege ORDER,” No. 
28, dated Ist April, 1837. 


I. PROMOTIONS. 
Corps of engineers. 
Brevet 2d lieutenant Charles H. Bigelow, to be 
2d lieutenant, 30th June, 1837, vice Morell, resign- 
ed, (brevet Ist July, 1835). 


First regiment of dragoons. 
Ist lieutenant Benjamin D. Moore, to be captain, 
15th June, 1837, vice Duncan, resigned. 
Ist. lieutenant James Allen, to be captain, 30th 
June, 1837, vice Browne, resigned. 
2d lieutenant Henry 8. Turner, to be Ist lieu- 
tenant, 3d March, 18373 
2d lieutenant Abram R. Johnston, to be Ist lieu- 
tenant, 15th June, 1837, vice Moore, promoted. 
2d. lieutenant Philip R. Thompson, to be Ist 
lieutenant, 30th June, 1837, vice Allen, promoted. 
First regiment of artillery. 
2d lieutenant Louis A. B. Walbach, to be Ist 


lieutenant, 19th May, 1837, vice Kennedy, deceas- 
ed. 


Second regiment of artillery. 

Brevet major Matthew M. Payne, captain of the 
Ath, to be major, 17th December, 1836, vice Gates, 
promoted. 

Brevet captain James Green, Ist lieutenant, to 
be ee 20th June, 1837, vice Mallory, resigned. 

2d lieutenant James M. Morgan, to be Ist lieu- 
tenant, 3ist May, 1837, vice Fuller, resigned. 

2d lieutenant Henry L. Kendrick, to be Ist lieu- 
tenant, 20th June, 1837, vice Green, promoted. 

Third regiment of artillery. 

Major William Gates, of the 2d, to be lieutenant 
colonel, 17th December, 1836. 

2d lieutenant James H. Simpson, to be Ist lieu- 
tenant, 30th April, 1837, vice Smith, resigned. 

2d iieutenant Roswell W. Lee, to be Ist lieu- 
tenant, 18th May, 1837, vice Harris, deceased 

2d lieutenant John A. Thomas, to be Ist lieu- 
tenant, 30th June, 1837, vice Rose, resigned. 


Fourth -egiment of artillery. 

Ist lieutenant William W. Morris, to be captain, 
17th December, 1836, vice Payne, promoted. 

2d lieutenant John H. Miller, to be Ist lieutenant, 
17th December, 1836, vice Morris, promoted. 

2d lieutenant Alexander E. Shiras, to be Ist 
heutenant, 3ist May, 1837, vice Johnston, resigned. 

Fifth regimert of infantry. 

Ist lieutenant Moses E. Merrill, to be captain, 
22d June, 1837, vice J. B. F. Russell, resigned. 

2d lieutenant Randolph B. Marcy, to be Ist lieu- 
tenant, 22d June, 1837, vice Merrill, promoted. 

Sixth regiment of infantry. 

Ist lieutenant George H. Crossman, to be cap- 
tain, 30th April, 1837, vice Waters, resigned. 

2d lieutenant Thomas L. Alexander, to be 1st 
lieutenant, 18th April, 1837, vice Eaton, dropped. 

2d lieutenant James S. Williams, to be Ist lieu- 
tenant, 30th April, 1837, vice Crossman, promoted. 

Brevet 2d lieutenant: William H. De Forest, to 
be 2d lieutenant, 18th April, 1837, vice Alexander, 
promoted, (brevet Ist July, 1835). 


Il. APPOINTMENTS. 
Medical department. 

Silas R. Arnold, of New York, to be assistant sur- 
geon, 26th June, 1837. 

Josiah Simpson, of Pennsylvania, to be assistant 
surgeon, llth July, 1837. 

William J. Sloan, of Pennsylvania, to be assist- 
ant surgeon, 12th July, 1837. 


First regiment of dragoons. 
Richard G. Stockton, late 2d lieutenant, to be 2d 
lieutenant, 13th May, 1837. 

Fifth regiment of infantry. 
John T. Sprague, of the marine corps, to be 2d 
lieutenant, 3d July, 1837. 
2. The following named cadets, constituting the 
first class of the military academy, having been ad- 
judged by the academic staff at the June examina- 
tion of 1837 competent to perform duty in the army, 
the president of the United States has appointed 
them second lieutenants in the several regiments and 
corps respectively, or attached them as supernu- 
meraries, with the brevet of 2d lieutenants. 


———— 


31. Cadet Charles F. Wooster, to be 2d lieute. 
nant, Ist Julys 1837. 
econd regiment of infantry. 

30. Cadet John M. Harvie, to be 2d lieutenant. 
Ist July, 1837. 
Fourth regiment of infantry. 

44. Cadet William G. Grandin, to be 2d liey. 
tenant, Ist July, 1837 

Siath regiment of infantry. 

36. Cadet Samuel Woods, to be 2d lieutenant, 
Ist July, 1837. 

39. Cadet John B. S. Todd, to be 2d lieutenant, 
Ist July, 1837. 

41. Cadet Samuel D. J. Moore, to be 2d liey- 
tenant, Ist July, 1837. 


Corps of engineers. 
Rank. 


2d lieutenant, Ist July, 1837. 
First regiment of dragoons. 


tenant, Ist July, 1837. 
Ist July, 1837. 


Ist July, 1837. X 
Second regiment of dragoons. 


Ist July, 1837. 


lieutenant, Ist July, 1837. 
First regiment of artillery. 


tenant, Ist July, 1837. 
July, 1837. 

Ist July, 1837. 

Ist July, 1837. 

Ist July, 1837. 
tenant, Ist July, 1837. 


tenant, Ist July, 1837. 
Second regiment of artillery. 


Ist July, 1837. 

Ist July, 1837. 

tenant, Ist July, 1837. 

Ist July, 1837. 

tenant, Ist July, 1837. 

tenant, Ist Julv, 1837. 

20. Cadet Henry C. Pratt, to be 2d lieutenant, 1 
July 1837. 

Ist July, 1837. 

tenant, Ist July, 1837. 


Ist July, 1837. 
Third regiment of artillery. 
1837. 
5. Cadet Braxton Bragg, to be 2d lieutenant, Is 
July, 1837. 
Ist July, 1837. 
13. Cadet Robert P. Jones, to be 2d lieutenan 
Ist July, 1837. 
July, 1837. 
July, 1837, 
Ist July, 1837. 
Ist July, 1837. 
Ist July, 1837. 
tenant, Ist July, 1837. 
fourth regiment of artillery. 
9. Cadet Eliakim P. Scammon,to be 24d lieu 


tenant, Ist July, 1837. 


Ist July, 1837. 
Ist July, 1837. 
17. Cadet William T. Martin, to be 2d lieutenant 
Ist July, 1837. 
Ist July, 1837. 


ist July, 1837. 





1. Cadet Henry W. Benham, to be bvt. 


37. Cadet Robert M. McLane, to be 2d lieu- 
47. Cadet Levi P. Davidson, to be 2d lieutenant, 
48. Cadet Robert H. Chilton, to be 2d lieutenant, 


49. Cadet William Hardin, to be 2d lieutenant, 
50. Cadet Franklin Saunders, to be brevet 2d 


8. Cadet William W. Mackall, to be 2d lieu- 
11. Cadet Israel Vogdes, to be 2d lieutenant, Ist 
21. Cadet Bennett H. Hill, to be 2d lieutenant, 
22. Cadet William H. French to be 2d lieutenant, 
29. Cadet Joseph Hooker, to be 2d lieutenant, 
32. Cadet Arthur M. Rutledge, to be 2d lieu- 
35. Cadet William H. Fowler, to be 2d lieu- 


2. Cadet John W. Gunnison, to be 2d lieutenant, 
3. Cadet Edwin W. Morgan, to be 2d lieutenant, 
7. Cadet William W. Chapman, to be 2d lieu- 
10. Cadet Lewis G. Arnold, to be 2d lieutenant, 
14. Cadet Francis Woodbridge, to be 2d lieu- 


16. Cadet Edward D. Townsend, to be 2d lieu- 


24. Cadet John Sedgwick, to be 2d lieutenant, 
28. Cadet William Armstrong, to be 2d lieu- 


33. Cadet Arnold E. Jones, to be 2d lieutenant, 


4. Cadet John Bratt, to be 2d lieutenant, Ist July, 
6 Cadet Alexander B. Dyer, to be 2d lieutenant, 


18. Cadet Jubal A. Early, to be 2d lieutenant, 1st 
23. Cadet George Taylor, to be 2d lieutenant, Ist, 
26. Cadet George C. Rodney, to be 2d lientenant, 
31. Cadet Edward J. Steptoe, to be 2d lieutenant, 
42. Cadet Randolph Ridgley, to be 2d lieutenant, 


43. Cadet Francis O. Wyse, to be brevet 2d lieu- 


12. Cadet Thomas Williams, to be 2d lieutenant, 


15. Cadet A. Park Gregory, to be 2d lieutenant, 


19. Cadet Edmund Bradford, to be 2d lieutenant, 
25. Cadet Joshua H. Bates, to be 2d lieutenant, 


27. Cadet John C. Pemberton, to be 2d liecuten- 
nant, Ist July, 1837. 


46. Cadet William H. T. Walker, to be brevet 24 

lieutenant, Ist July, 1837. 
Seventh regiment of infantry. 

38. Cadet Walter Sherwood, to be 2d lieutenant, 
Ist July, 1837. 

40. Cadet James R. Soley, to be 2d lieutenant, 
Ist July, 1837. ‘ 

45. Cadet Nevil Hopson, to be 2d lieutenant, 
Ist July, 1837. 


III. CASUALTIES, (23.) 
Resignations, (17.) 
; Captains, (5.) 

Jesse B. Brown, Ist dragoons, 30th June, 1837, 

Matthew Duncan, Ist dragoons, 15th June, 1837, 

Henry S. Mallory, 2d artillery, 20th June, 1837, 

J. B. F. Russell, 5th infantry, 22d June, 1837, 

Geo. W. Waters, 6th infantry, 30th April, 1837, 

First lieutenants, (4.) 

Charles A. Fuller, 2d artillery, 31st May, 1837, 

Joseph A. Smith, 3d artillery, 30th April, 1837. 

Edwin Rose, 3d artillery, 30th June, 1837. 

Joseph E. Johnson, 4th artillery, 31st May, 1837, 

Second lieutenants, (8.) 

George W. Morell, corps of engineers, 30th June, 
1837. 

Richard G. Stockton, Ist dragoons, 30th April, 
1837. 

Alfred Herbert, Ist artillery, 30th June, 1837. 
Christopher A. Green, 3d artillery, 30th April, 
1837. 

Jonathan Freeman, 6th infantry, 31st May, 1837. 

George H. Ringgold, 6th infantry, 31st May, 
1837. 

James G. Reed, 7th infantry, 30th June, 1837. 

William H. Griffin, 7th infantry, 30th April, 1837. 

Tranfers, (2.) 

Lieutenant colonel James Bankhead, of the 3d 
regiment of artillery, transferred to the 4th reg 
ment of artillery. 

2d lieutenant James L. Donaldson, of the 3d re- 
giment of artillery, transferred to the Ist regiment 
of artillery. 


oO}. 
gi 


st 
Deaths, (4.) 

Ist lieutenant John F. Kennedy, 

18th May, 1837. 

Ist lieutenant Joseph W. Harris, 

18th May, 1837. 

2d lieutenant Charles EF. Kingsbury 

9th June, 1837. Florida. 

Assistant surgeon Thomas R. Johnson, 11th July, 

1837. 


Ist artillery, 


3d artillery, 


, 2d dragoons, 


Dropoed, (2. ) 
t, Ist lieutenant Nathaniel J. Eaton, 6th infantry, 
15th Apri!, 1857. 
2d lieutenant Thomas MeCrate, Ist dragoons, 
6th May, 1857. 
t,| 3. The officers promoted and appointed will re- 
nort according to their promotions and appoint- 
ments, and join their proper stations and compa- 
nies without delay; those on detached service, or 
acting under special orders and instructions, will 
report by letter to their respective colonels. 
4. The graduates of the military academy, ap- 
pointed second lieutenants in the several regiments 
of artillery, will repair to Fort Monroe, and there 
report to the eommanding officer, agrecably to the 
provisions of ‘general order,’ No. 43; those ap- 
rointed in the other arms will, on the Ist day 0/ 
August next, proceed to join their respective reg!- 
ments, and report in person for duty; and by letter, 
forthwith, to their respective colonels. 
By order of ALEXANDER Macomp, major gezie- 
ral commanding in chief. 
R. JONES, adjutant general. 

THE SAC AND FOX INDIANS. 
The following letter was addressed by Samuel 
» | H. Davis, esq. the intelligent and estimable editor 
of the Peoria (Illinois) Register, now on a teur In 
Wisconsin territory, to the editor of the St. Louis 
Commercial Bulletin: 





Catteese, July Ath, 1837. 
Drar srr: The pecuniary embarrassments of our 
national government are likely to affect most gnev- 
ously the repose of this frontier, in stirring up the 
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Indians to acts of hostility. I will explain. By 
the treaty of 1332, in which the Sacs and Foxes 
caded their lands bordering on the Mississippi to 
the United States, generally known as the Black 
Hawk purchase, government pledged itself to pay 
them $20,000 annually in specie, and to furnish 
ten with a certain quantity of tobacco and salt.— 
Jn the treaty of 1336, ceding the Ioway reserve, 
similar stipalations were made. Hitherto govern- 
ment has faithfully performed its contracts, and the 
Indians have been perfectly satisfied, and of course 
entirely friendly towards their white neighbors. 

This year they repaired to Rock Island, in June, 
as usual, to the number of four hundred, to receive 
their annaity, amounting to $20,000 on the Black 
Jlawk purchase, $30,090 on the Ioway reserve, 
and $7,000 under former treaties, together with 40 
kegs of tobacco and 40 barrels of salt. In the 
Joway treaty (last year) was also a provision, 
binding the United States to furnish $10,000 worth 
of horses, to be ready at Rock Island at the same 
tine. Judge of their surprise, on reaching Rock 
Island, to find that no preparations had been made 
to receive them, and that not even the agent was 
there. A gentleman present, at his own risk, char- 
tered asteamboat to proceed to Prairie du Chien, 
the residence of general Street, the agent, and urge 
his immediate attendance. General Street replied 
that it was needless to go down, as government had 
provided no means of paying the annuity. He 
however returned in the bost, and attempted to ex- 
plain to the Indians the cause of the delinquency, 
arising from the suspension of specie payments by 
the banks. ‘The chiefs replied that the president 
had promised them the specie—said that they had 
been told that it was all his, and that he could pa 
them if he chose. The agent further attempted to 
explain, but could not satisfy them. ‘Well, where 
is the tobacco and salt, and where are the horses 
for our simmer hunts?” said they. Unfortunately 
these had not been provided, and the disappoint- 
ment of the Indians was manifested by mutterings, 
long and strong. General Street offered to accom- 
pany them to St. Louis, to see captain flitchcock, 
the disbursing azent, and satisfy them that the mo- 
ney would soon be paid. Twenty of the chiefs 
and head men repaired thither with him accord- 
ingly; and you, doubtless, saw them in your city 
last week, without perhaps knowing the object of 
their visit. They, however, obtained nothing, 
and returned in the steamboat Pavilion, passing 
Oquauka on Saturday last, where I then was. 

Do not be surprised if something serious should 
grow out of this. Mr. Phelps, of Oqnanka, who 
knows the Indians as well as any man living on the 
Mississippi, told me he had never known them so 
hizhly inflamed without breaking out into open hosti- 
lity. Indeed they have already committed some de- 
predations on Skunk river, (below Burlington) by 
driving off two or three white families; and they 
have also killed some cattle belonging to settlers on 
the Ioway, near where I now write you. It is 
thought that Keokuk will be able to restrain the 
Sacs on the Des Moines; but the Foxes, on the 
loway, will be more difficult to control. 

Should it be asked why does not the government 
take tue specie from the land offices and pay the 
Indians? | reply, it has no specie in those oifices, 
or compiratively none: it was deposited in the 
banks before the late suspension of specie pay- 
meuts, and can now no more be obtained by the 
government than it can be obtained by private in- 
dividuals. 

[ have written you this letter, in order that should 
afrontier war grow out of this affair, the cause of 
it may be properly understood. There are two or 
three other circumstances, growing out of the well 
meant, though misunderstood advances of our go- 
Verninent towards the Sioux, the natural enemies 
of the Sacs and Foxes, and of which Keokuk spoke 
with bitter irony at the last meeting, which go to 
irritate still more the disaffected. I sinceriy hope, 
however, that the annuity will be speedily paid, 
that the apprehensions of danger which now pre- 
Vail may speedily pass away. I remain, &c. 

SAMUEL H. DAVIS. 

On noticing the paragraph published in the last 
“RectsTer,” respecting the visit of a deputation 
of the Sacs and Foxes to St. Louis, the Washing- 
ton “Globe,” says—*There is about as much trath 
In the above as is generally found in the articles of 
the Opposition newspapers when they speak of the 
Operations of the government. We learn that the 
‘W appropriating the Indian annuities for 1836, 
Was not passed till the 14th of June of that year, 
the remittances not made till the middle of July, 
an] the payments not till the 15th of August. For 
this year’s annuities the remittances have heen 
made, and the disbursing officers will doubtless 
receive them in time to make the payments at as 





early a day as they were made last year, which, it 


is believed, was as early as they have generally 
been made.” 


. That paper further remarks— 

«Such portions of the remittances as have been 
asked for in specie have been at once met by drafts 
on land offices in which sufficient amounts were on 
hand to meet them, besides additional sums.”’ 





é 
LETTER FROM THOMAS COOPER, 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA. 

I was for many years an opponent of the old bank 
of the United States, and have been of the present 
bank because I deemed it unconstitutional in con- 
gress to erect such an institution, knowing that the 
proposal was rejected in the convention of 1787, 
directly and indirectly. 

In the year 1814, I had conversations with the 
late Mi. Dallas on the subject, to whom I objected 
the preceding argument, and Mr. Madison’s doubts 
and difficulties. Mr. Dallas replied, the institution 
of a national bank has been sanctioned in full vies 
of all these difficulties, by the actual institution ot 
the former bank, by repeated legislative, executive 
and popular recognitions of its constitutionality, 
and it is now universally acknowledged to be ne- 
cessary as an adjunct and instrument of the fiscal 
power of the general government. Such a question 
as this must be considered at rest at some time or 
other. Interest retpublice ut denique sit finis litium. 
With such an immense amount of property resting 
on the permanent validity of so many acts of the 
legislature, and so many decisions of the courts, 
and so long continued popular acquiescence, there 
will be no security for property of ahy kind, 
if these principles are now to be shaken. More- 
over, we claim the right, if not as a substantive, as 
an implied power, useful, necessary, proper and 
adapted to the fiscal wants of the government. 

To this [ answered—The former bank was ob- 
tained through the influence of the federal party 
and the paper money speculators, over general 
Washington; and the site of the federal city was in 
some way connected with it. But laying aside all 
objections of influence, I contend that as a substan- 
tive power, it is a question of jurisdiction, which 
may be urged at any time. A power originally in- 
competent, cannot acquire legitimate authority by 
usurpation. If congress have not power, time can- 
not give it against the people; the people alone 
must confer it. I claim the benefit of the law re- 
lating to questions of jurisdictions, never out of 
time. 

As to your claim in favor of a national bank as 
an implied power, you are bound by the constitu- 
tion to show, that it is not merely convenient, use- 
ful, proper or adapted—-you must show that it is 
necessary; that you cannot do without it—that you 
have tried all other feasible plans, and are driven 
to this reinedy. You have not tried a national 
treasury, and the credit you may attach to it—you 
have not tried a system of state banks, dispersed 
over the country, for the convenience of regulating 
domestic exchanges. You have not tried a treasu- 
ry board of commissioners, or other plans which I 
have not knowledge enough to suggest or devise, 
Prove to me the necessity of your measure, and I 

rield. 

. Mr. Dallas replied—We feel such an institution at 
this moment absolutely necessary, to counteract the 
refusal of specie payments by the state banks. The 
power of government is paralyzed by their exten- 
sive influence, and the management of the revenue 
is not in the hands of the government, while these 
institutions possess their present controlling power. 
The aid of a national bank supported by, and sup- 
porting the wholesome influence of government in 
collecting its taxes in valuable, instead of worthless 
paper, has become a want of indispensable necessi- 
ty, and constitutional or not, your federal govern- 
ment cannot get on without it. 

To this I had nothing to say; necessity acknow- 
ledges no law, and I acquiesced. I was confuted, 
undoubtedly, but not convinced. My prejudices in 
favor of the constitution continued, till the plan of 
a national bank at New York, attributed to Mr. 
Van Buren, came in full force against me. If we 
are to have a national bank, if the government and 


the people are both resolved on it, why are we fo, 


prostrate an undoubtedly useful institution now in 
existence, in favor of any untried party measure? 
I supported therefore, before the public, the claim 
of Mr. Biddle’s present bank as one of tried and ap- 
proved merit, skill, and honesty. It was in reality 
what it ought to be, an independent bank, conduct- 


ed merely and fairly on genuine banking princi- 


les. 

That bank has been prostrated; the substitutes I 
proposed as useful and proper, have all been tried. 
Weighed in the balance they are found wanting. 
Mr. Dallas’ treasury notes were depreciated paper 








{ 


—a total failure. The deposites having been re- 
moved from the treasury, the system of state banks 
dispersed through the country, has been tried, to 
the utter disgrace of every party concerned—from 
general Jackson to each state director and officer. 
The treasury—where is it? The public funds— 
where are they? The solvency of government—a 
phantom, non existing. 

As an implied power, therefore, all my objeetions 
reat been acted on and found worthless in prac- 
tice, I give up, I am confuted by past and present 
facts. My notions have been tried, doubtless, by 
very objectionable experimenters, but I cannot ho- 
nestly resist the results. I agree, therefore, with the 
late Mr. Dallas, that a national bank is an instrument 
necessary to come in aid of the fiscal duties of our 
goverrment, and therefore, as an implied power, 
constitutional. But heaven forbii that government 
should have any control in it or over it. Such are 
the present views of, 

THOMAS COOPER, M. D. 

Columbia, (S. C.) July 1, 1837. 





LETTER FROM THE GOVERNOR OF 
KENTUCKY. 

Executive department, Frankfort, June 8, 1837. 
To Messrs. Snead, Joyes, Crow, Bland, Keats, Rudd, 
and Heran, committee, &c. 

GENTLEMEN: Having been furnished by you 
with the resolutions adopted at a meeting of the 
citizens of Louisville, urging upon me the imme- 
diate convention of the legislature of our state, for 
the purpose of taking into consideration the embar- 
rassments under which the country now labors, and 
the evils with which it is threatended, in conse- 
quence of the derangement of our moneyed affairs; 
and having heard from the gentlemen representin 
the bank of Kentucky and the Louisville bank suc 
reasons as these institutions thought proper to sug- 
gest upon the subject, I have upon mature delibera- 
tiou come to the conclusion, that it is not at this 
time advisable to convene the legislature. No good 
could result to the country, in my opinion, from the 
adoption of such a measure at the present crisis. 
The following reasons have induced me to come to 
this conclusion: 

A very short period of time has elapsed, since 
the moneyed transactions of the country have become 
deranged, and the suspension on the part of the 
banks of the payment of gold and silver for their 
notes has taken place. So short, indeed, has it 
been, that the public mind has not had time to be- 
come settled; or to form an ere of the propriety 
of the conduct adopted by the banks, or to deter- 
mine upon such measures as prudence would dic- 
tate as best adapted to meet the present emergency 
and to extricate the country from the evils that hang 
over it. 

Public confidence in the honesty of banks and 
their ability to meet their engagements is essential 
to the progrees of every kind of business—to inter- 
nal trade—to the adjustment and payment of debts 
—and, indeed, under present circumstances, to every 
pecuniary or commercial operation, or even to the 
transaction of the most common business affairs of 
citizen and eitizen. Every movement, therefore, 
on the part of the public authorities, that might 
have the effect, even most remotely, to diminish 
this confidence, would be of great public evil and 
productive of the most pernicious results. To con- 
vene the legislature at this time would, in my opi- 
nion, have a tendency to shake public confidence, 
not only in the banks, but in the state government 
itself. The very fact, that a necessity existed, 
sufficient to cause an assemblage of the legislature, 
would excite uneasiness and distrust in the public 
mind. Apprehensions would be produced in the 
community, that the banks would continue the sus- 
pension of specie payments, under legislative sanc- 
tion; that a ruinous increase of paper currency would 
ensue, or that the legislature might madly attempt 
to interfere with the obligation of contracts between 
individuals, and thereby in some measure destroy 
in them all moral sense of the necessity of punctu- 
ality in their dealings, and create a public disregard 
for the authority of laws and contracts. A large 
majority of the people of this state, so far as I have 
obtained information upon this subject, are opposed 
to a call of the legislature at this time—they do not 
deem it necessary—they believe it could accomplish 
no public good. They look to the action of the 
general government for a remedy for the present 
deranged condition of the currency. The congress 
of the United States is to meet in September next, 
and the people are opposed to any action of the state 
government, previous to that period. It would not 
now be practicable to call a meeting of the legisla- 
ture earlier than some time in the beginning of next 
month. That would be atime very inconvenient 


for the members to leave heme, and a time pecu- 


culiarly unfavorable to calm, dispassionate delibera- 
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tion. It would immediately precede our annual elec- 
tions, and might produce the most disastrous conse- 
quences, It would open a theatre upon which the 
demagogue would have an almost unlimited scope 
for the exercise of talents, used alone to promote 
his own selfish views, by playing upon the igno- 
rance, the passions and the prejudices of the peo- 
ple. A state of alarm and excitement would be 
produced inimical to the operations of reason and 
reflection; and, in this state of agitation and rashness, 
before the public mind should become tranquil, our 
annual elections would occur under circumstances 
obviously disadvantageous, that no good could rea- 
sonably be anticipated to result from them. 

But the most powerful reasori upon my mind 
arises from a settled conviction that the legislature, 
if now convened, could adopt no measure that 
would bring any alleviation to the pecuniary em- 
barrassment under which the community labors.— 
It has no constitutional power to enact stop-laws, 
or any other law injurious to the rights growing 
out of public or private contracts. I would not re- 
lieve the banks from any liabilities they are under 


to individuals, originating under the provisions of | from a direct attack, than it has from those covert 


their charters. No individual, upon reflection, 
would desire the legislature to attempt the exercise 
of such prohibited powers. What then would be 


_ accomplished by it, to meet the present crisis and 


diminish the difficulties of our condition? Any 
thing it could constitutionally do, instead of lessen- 
ing, would tend to increase the evils that now af- 
flict society. 

The conduct that the banks ought to adopt in 
the management of their business is so obvious, 
that there can be but one opinion about it—that 


line of conduct they can follow, without the aid of | public duties, and by a steady adherence to regular 


further legislation. The amount of their notes in 
circulation ought to be diminished by small but re- 
gular calls upon their debtors. 
their paper in circulation ought to be effected so 
gradually as not to produce a sudden pressure: the 
process ought to be slow, yet a certain one. By 
adopting this policy, they can inspire public confi- 
dence in the prudent management of their concerns, 
and in a short time place themselves in a condition 
to be able to resume the payment of these notes in 
gold and silver. Any other line of conduct on 
their part, will be fatal not only to their own ex- 


istencte, but ruinous to some of the best interests of }which so lately prevailed throughout the state. 


society. 


I have carefully examined into the condition of | duly magnified by our politicalopponents. Instead 


the banks of this state and their means to meet 
their liabilities. No doubt is, or ought to be enter- 
tained, of their ability. to discharge all their en- 
gagrements, and, by an honest and faithful applica- 
tion of the powers with which they are entrusted, 
to restore the currency in a very short time to its 
former healthful condition. The present situation 
of affairs has placed in their hands high and re- 
sponsible duties. If in the discharge of their du- 
ties they do, instead of yielding to the love of gain, 
alone consult the welfare and prosperity of the 
country, (and, that they will be actuated by this 
feeling we are assured from the high character and 
great moral worth of the directory), no reasonable 
doubt can be entertained, that the legislature will, 
when it assembles, relieve them from the forfeiture 
of their charters—not by justifying the act of sus- 
nension, cr authorising its continuance, but merely 
by excusing it as the effect of imperious necessity. 

I feel a deep and abiding sympathy with the citi- 
zens of Louisville, as well as those in every other 
part of the country upon whom this calamity bears 
with an unsparing hand. I deplore the occasion 
and the circumstances that surround our lately hap- 
py and prosperous country, with so much gloom 
and despondency. I would to God, that it were in 
the power of the state government to afford relief to 
the suffering citizens. Their own prudence and 


firmness are now their best and surest reliance—their | will not be wholly unprofitable by way of suggest- 


patriotism and good sense, combined with mutual 
confidence, mutual aid, and mutual forbearance, 
will enable them to meet and overcome the danger, 
I have been alone actuated by an imperative sense 
of duty in forming the opinion thus communicated 





to you. Your obedient, humble servant. 
y JAS. CLARK. 
ADDRESS OF THE ALBANY GENERAL 


REPUBLICAN COMMITTEE. 
From the New York. Times. 

We give the first place to the follewing address 
frorn the Albany republican general committee, be- 
lieving it to express the sentiments of the demo- 
cratic party on topics of universal interest at the 
present time. 

ALBANY GENERAL REPUBLICAN COMMITTEE. 
Ata meeting of the general republican committee 
of the city of Albany, held in pursuance to previous 
notice, on Thuraday last, the following address was, 
after having been read, on motion of Mr. Edward 


This diminution of | the fall elections, as will have the most salutary in- 


Livingston, adopted and ordered to be published in 
the Albany Argus: 

ADDRESS. 
The republican general committee of Albany, in 


fairs, and deeply impressed with the importance of 
securing union and concert of action among the 
friends of the national and state administrgtions, 
deem it proper on this, as they have done on former 
occasions, to address their republican fellow citi- 
zens. Although several months will intervene he- 
fore the electors will be ealled upon to discharge 
their duty at the polls, the time is at hand when 
they will begin to assemble in their primary meet- 
ings, for the purpose of selecting delegates to coun- 
ty and district conventions. It cannot, therefore, 
at this time, be too early to inculcate a spirit of har- 
mony, and that rigid adherence to sound principles 
and established usages, which have hitherto distin- 
guished and sustained the democratic party. 

The party arrayed against us is none the less 
dangerous becanse it is not always found in the 
open field of manly warfare. It has less to hope 


efforts by which the seeds of discord are sown 
among brethren. These effects should be sedulous- 
|ly guarded against. Harmeny and efficiency can 
most effectually be promoted, by moderatiun and 
forbearance among those who may differ upon ques- 
tions of minor importance—by a general attendance 
of the republican electors in the primary meetings 
—by the choice of delegates who have no interest 
to serve separate from the general welfare—by the 
selection of candidates for office who neither want 
discretion or firmness for the faithful discharge of 


nominations. By following this course of policy, 
we cannot fail to secure such a signal triumph at 


fluence upon public affairs. 

The subject which now principally engrosses the 
public attention, is the pecuniary embarrassment of 
the country. Although this evil has fallen most 
heavily upon our commercial cities, it cannot be 
denied that its influenceis extended over the whole 
body politic: and there are probably few individuals 
who do not in some way feel that a check has been 
experienced in that unexampled tide of prosperity 


Still the mischief, great as it really is, has been un- 


of attempting a remedy, they are at work {o aggra- 
vate the evil and extend its influence, in the hope 
that public distress and individual suffering may be 
turned to political account. While the true causes 
of the prevalent embarrassment are carefully kept 
out of sight, no pains are spared to fasten the mis- 
chief upon our government; and our opponents al- 
ready flatter themselves that they will thus be able 
to overthrow the national and state administrations. 
Their candidates for the preside. ~y are already in 
the field, and the activity which every where per- 
vades their parti-colored ranks, indicates that they 
have once more been warmed into life, and hope, 
and confidence, by the disasters which have fallen 
upon the country. After having professed to aban- 
don that ground, we are again told that a national 
bank is indispensable to our welfare; and under that 
banner the whigs of this day are again collecting 
their scattered forces. 

Although we cannot permit ourselves to doubt 
that the people will firmly adhere to their princi- 
ples, and steadily uphold the government of their 
their choice, we deem it not improper or unseasona- 
ble to take a brief surveyof the principal canses 
which have led to our present pecuniary eimbarrass- 
ments. . 

The review, while it cannot fail to vindicate the 
administration against the clamors of the opposition, 


ing the appropriate remedy. 

Vith the exception of the brief period of panic 
and distress brought on by the United States bank 
and its partisans in 1834, the conntry has for several | 
years, enjoyed an unexampled degree of prosperity. 
All the great interests of the state and nation, were 
in the most successful progress, and the industry 
and enterprize of the people were every where 
crowned with the most abundant rewards. But, 
such a state of things, however desirable in itself, 
must inevitably be followed by a season of revul- 
sion. When all the great interests of the country 
are rapidly advancing, the merchant will import 
and the people will purchase too many goods. So 
it has been in times past, and so it is now. Our 
internal condition has not only been in the highest 
degree flattering, but an unusual impulse to trade 
has been given by foreign manufacturers, merchants 
and capitalists. For the last few years an almost 
unlimited credit for goods has been offered, and 
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merchants for raising money, as were emineyy), 
calculated to impart a most powerful stimula); 
eh 


commercial enterprise. The result has been 4,., 
we have over-traded, and a commercial balance og 


view of the present unusual posture of public af-| sixty millions of dollars is due from us to E neta), 


and other foreign countries. The heavy debt peg, 
in the first instance on our importers and oth,, 
merchants, but it must in the end be paid by {hy.. 
who consume the goods—they are the ulting), 
debtors. Large as this balance is, another yea; ,; 
Borers would have been sufficient to wipe ito, 
ad not a commercial revulsion in Grcat Britain 
and a sudden change of policy on the part of 4}, 
bank of England interrupted the previous course o 
trade between the two countries. Our merchant: 
expecting to pay at their convenience, were gy 
denly overtaken by a demand for immediate pay. 
ment; and that too, at a time when all our CXports 
were greatly reduced in value in the foreign marke 
and especially cotton, the staple article of exports. 
tion, had suffered a depression of about one-half js, 
former price. We have in this single view of i}, 
subject,ample cause for the distress that has ful). 
upon the country, without charging it to the ae. 
count of a mal-administration of the government, 

But there have been other causes in operation, 
There has been an extravagant spirit of speculation 
and an inordinate appetite for gain. Not less thay 
forty or fifty millions of dollars have been with. 
drawn from the purposes of coinmerce and othe; 
modes in which it was employed, and invested j) 
western lands, cities on paper and other unprodue. 
tive property. If this money had been left in its 
accustomed channels, we should at this day have 
heard but very little about the distress of the coup. 
try. This money, although not lost to the owners, 
has well nigh ceased to perform its usual office. |; 
has been in a course of transmission from the ses. 
bord to the far west; and thence passing through the 
land offices, it has slowly found its way through the 
deposite banks back again to the seabord. Here jt 
remained dormant and useless, or was so used as to 
produce mischief rather than benefit. The bar's 
either were not ina condition to loan it because thy 
amount of their discounts were restricted by lav, 
or they loaned, if at all, for the shortest periods, in 
order that they might at any time be prepared to 
meet the calls of government. 

The legislation of the general government has not 
always been the most propit.ous to our welfare. 

he accumulation of forty millions of surplus reve- 
nue in the treasury was in itself a great public 
evil. This large sum was not only collected from 
the people for no proper object, but it has been 
practically withdrawn from the channels of busi- 
ness. For the last year it has been in the course 
of transmission to and distribution among the seve- 
ral states, under the operation of the late law of 
congress. We agree in the policy of restoring this 
money to the people from whom it was improvident- 
Iv collected. ‘The law which was passed for that 
purpose not only had the votes of a great majority 
of the democratic members of congress, but it was 
approved by president Jackson, and also by the 
present executive of the United States in his letter 
to Sherrod Williams. It was undoubtely proper to 
provide for a distribution, instead of retaining this 
surplus money inthe deposite banks, and the bene- 
ficial effects of ‘he measure will ultimately be {' 
in every part of the country. Still, it cannot be 
denied, that the preparatory steps for the distribu. 
tion, disturbed excaanges, unsettled the currency 
and aggravated the evils under which we now Ie 
bor. 

Beyond these general canses which have operated 
throughout the whoie union, it should not be {er 
gotten that the city of New York, the great con- 
mercial mart of the United States, suffered the loss 
of about twenty millions of dollars in a single nig! 
by the great fire of 1855. This calamity was muca 
less severely felt at that time than it is at the pre 
sent juncture. 

If to the considerations which have been me?- 
tioned, we add the obvious and glaring fact. tle 
there has been a rceckless extravagance of expen(' 
tures among all classes in the cor unity, we slie!! 
have little occasion to look beyond our own indis 
cretion for an adequate solution of the present dili- 
culties. The opposition may rail against the ¢° 
vernment, but the simple truth is, that the comm": 
nity are deeply involved in debt, and it will requ’ 
some little time to pay off balances at home as We 
as abroad. 

A demand for specie to be exported in payment 
of foreign debts, and a panic in the public mint 
which was greatly aggravated, if not in fact produc: 
ed by the sinister efforts of the opposition, brovs i 
on a suspension of specie payments by the banks. 
This, though a great deal, was one, which in t 
actual posture of affairs, could not have been avert: 
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what less than forty millions of dollars, upon their 
yotes in circulation, for deposites of money, and in 
other Wayss while the debis due tu the banks from 


| individuals, amounted to about eighty millions of 


gollars. While none of these individual debts were 
id in speciv, and a large proportion of them not 
id at all as they fell due, it is manifest that no 
hank could long stand a run for specie: arun, not 
only provoked for partisan purposes, but stimulat- 
ed by a ten per cent. premium for exportation.— 
Such a state of things was nearly without a parallel 
in this country, and it was absolutely certain, that 
while specie remains at such a premium, we can 
retain very little in circulation. Those who have 


it will hoard or sell itat a preminm, and whatever 
» thus passes into circulation, will find its way abroad 


to pay oF foreign debts. <A call upon debtors, un- 


der such circumstances, for immediate payment of 


the immense sums due, would be ina great de- 


gree fruitless or nearly ruinous to all classes of our 


(low citizens. Viewing the question in this light, 


the legislature, with becoming promptitude, de- 


* 
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clared that the suspension of specie payments should 
not work a forfeiture of the charters of the banks. 
This wise and salutary measure was adopted not 
owly as a necessary protection to these institutions, 
but for the more important purpose of affording effi 
cient relief to the whole coinmunity. But for this 
law, the banks would have been compelled to sus- 
pend all business, and the debts due to them from 
the people must have passed into the hands of re- 
ceivers for immediate collection. It would be no 
ordinary matter, at any time, however prosperous, 
to press the immediate payment of sixty or eighty 
millions of dollars; but it is certain, that the anni- 
hilation of paper currency, in addition to existing 
embarrassments, while we have less than ten mil- 
lions of specie in the state, would have rendered 
the effort absolutely hopeless. The debts might be 
carried to judgment, but a sacrifice of the entire 
property of the debtors could not have satisfied the 
executions. The overgrown rich might have fat- 
tened on these forced sales, for they alone could 
have commanded specie for the speculation; but 
those who were at all in debt, and few are so for- 
tunate as to be completely exempt, could have 
looked for nothing short of irretrievable ruin. The 
governor, in the same laudable spirit which he 
evinced on another memorable occasion, and with 
that zeal for the public welfare which has charac- 
terised his whole administration, gave a decided 
and efficient support to the suspension law. The 
example of this state has since been followed by 
such of our sister states as have acted on the sub- 


ject, with the single exception of New Jersey, 


where a similar law was d>feated by the opposition. 
There is every reason to believe that this measure 
has received, and will continue to receive, the cor- 
dial approbation of republicans throughout the state. 

Although we suffer present embarrasaments, the 
sources of our wealth are not destroyed. If from 
the past we have learned an abiding Jesson of pru- 
dence, industry and economy, little has been lost. 
With the blessings of Providence and a short time 
for the adjustment of balances, we shall again find 
tie country prosperous and happy. Importations 
nave nearly ceased, and as svon as the foreign debt 
has been adjusted, the drain for specie to send 
road will be at an end, and then the resumption 
of specie payments will be easy and proper. 

rhe measures adopted by the government for the 
purpose of infusing a larger proportion of specie 
Into our cirenlating medium, have had, and will 
continue to receive our warmest approbation. The 
law of this state for suppressing sinall bills has ope- 
rated beneficially; and although at this time, it oe- 
Casions soine inconvenience, the difficuliy, we trust, 
Will soon be aver. The idea of an exclusive metal- 


state or federal, and are for enforcing an exclusive 
metallic circulation. The project, in the actual 
condition of the country, I believe to be wholly 
impracticable; and the agitation of it at this period, 


could have no other effect than still further to de- 


range the business, and oppress every interest in | 


the community.” 

Such, we doubt not, are substantially the views 
of the democratic party throughout the union. 

We are not advocates for unlimited and extrava- 
gant credits, and we trust that all classes in the 
community will learn wisdoin from past experience. 
Still, we cannot agree with those who decry the 
whole credit system. To that system principally 
we owe our canals and other public works—It has 
extended our commerce over the whole world— 
peopled the wilderness—built our cities and villages 
—founded our colleges and established our schools. 
It has given us national wealth and individual pros- 
perity; and if it has brought some evils in its train, 


they are not for a moment to be compared with the | 


advantages which we have so abundantly realized. 
None but a drsamer who would throw us back a 
century, can wish to annihilate credits. With such 
a measure the canal would indeed become “<a soli- 
tude’’ and the lake ‘‘a desert waste of waters.”’ In- 
stead of enlarging the Erie canal we might better 
discharge our collectors and locktenders—abandon 
the project of opening other public thoroughfares, 
and content ourselves with once more returning to 
a state of barter. Our legislature would have little 
business on its hands, beyond that of declaring the 
state bankrupt and imposing taxes to defray the or- 
dinary expenses of the governinent. 

Congress will soon assemble on the call of the 
president, but we fear little good will result from 
their coming together. The violent and factious 
spirit which has characterised the course of the op- 
position in that body for the last few years, indi- 
cates a readiness to sacrifice all the great interests 
of the country to the acquisition of political power. 
While by factious movements and their intermina- 
ble tirades avainst the government, they are some- 
times able to defeat the wisest measures of public 
polity, they nevertheless, hold the majority respon- 





standard of the public wants, the funds may be 
preserved and disbursed, as well as collected by 
public agents. We want neither national nor state 
banks for the purpose of carrying on the business 
of the general government. 

The committee cannot close this address, with- 


/out reminding their democratic friends that the U. 





States bank is still in the field of political warfare. 
Although at one period it affected to have become 
weary of the contest, and signified the intention of 
yielding to the will of the people, we have seen 
that this was but a stratagem: and this institution, 
instead of winding up on the expiration of its char- 
ter from congress, has found means to obtain a new 
lease of its extraordinary powers from a state. 

If any one supposes that -this institution was re- 
chartered for the state of Pennsylvania alone, he 
deceives himself. It has already purchased several 
local institutions in the south and south western 
states, to serve as branches until it can again com- 
mand a national charter, and once more spread its 
vulture wings over the whofe union. And can it 
be supposed that New York has been entirely 
overlooked in the partisan plans of the bank?— 
May not seeds of discord sown among us, produce 
the same fruits that they have yielded in another 
state? ; 

There can, we think, be no great difficulty in 
tracing the footsteps of the bank within our bor- 
ders. When we call to mind the published evi- 
dence that this institution paid $20,600 for the pur- 
chase of one press, $30,000 for another, and 
$52,000 for a third, all of them at the same time 
claiming to be thoroughly democratic, we need not 
be astonished at the fact that within the last few 
years, papers have sprung up in different sections 
of the state, which, while they professed attach- 
ment to the democratic party, have been industri- 
ously employed in exciting jealousy and distrust 
among its members. We need not be astonished 
that new laborers have attempted, and in some of 
the counties, not entirely without success, to stir 
up sectional animosities, alienations between politi- 


_cal brethern, and hostility against the state institu- 


| tions. 


When we recollect what has been done 


sible not only for all that is done, but for all that is |elsewhere, and the end which such things are de- 


omitted in the way of legislation. Congress, how- 
ever, at this time, can do but little to relieve the 
country from embarrassment. ‘The efficient remedy 
is with the people theinselves; prudence, industry 
and economy will soon set all things right, and 
work a revolution in our condition which no legis- 
lation can accomplish. Still, we hope congress 
will adopt two measures which we deem of the 
highest im) »rtance. 

And first of all, the public revenue should be so 
regulated as not to draw more money froin the peo- 
ple than the public exigencies require. In addt- 
tion to the financial wastefulness ahd absurdity of 
collecting money from the citizens, to be returned 
again to their pockets in the shape of deposites or 
loans, we have already had experience enough to 
know that an accumulation of money in the trea- 
sury for that purpose is any thing but a blessing. 
Next in importance to fais mersure, we regard that 
of effectinz a total divorce between the general 
rovernment and all banking institutions. We wish 
to see this separation, not because we coubt that 
banks may be useful to the government as fiscal 
agents in collecting and disbursing the public reve- 
nues, but because experience has demonstrated that 
the public welfare will be best promoted by keep- 
ing the affairs of the general government entirely 
distinct from the moneyed institutions of all kinds.. 
So long as banks remain the depositories of the 
public funds, they will not cease to encounter the 
unmitigated hostility of the opposition. And, be- 
sides this, banks are stimulated to overaction by 


ic curraney has never had any countenance, either } large deposites, especially when, as is the case with 


from the state or national adininistration, and can 
only be advocated by those who are ignorant of the 
condition and wants of the country, or who have 
Some sinister end in view. On this subject we ful- 
y concur in the views suggested by the present de- 
nocratic governor of Virginia: in his recent mes- 
sage to the legislature of that state he says, “bank 
Paper has long performed all the purposes of cur- 
reney, and by the holders of ii, the poor and the 
— 18 counted as money. The merchants and 
niyo ed towns have been accustomed to look 
ae anks for facilities and aid; and throuzh their 
‘Tumentality it was, they have been enabled to 
Re purchases of the planter and farmer. It 
ohn surely, be unwise in a period of difficulty, and 
to pony ate credit ts in need of unusual facilities, 
with Pes institutions which are so incorporated 
which very public and individul interest, and from 

ic it wonld result as an immediate consequence, 


lint the difficulties of paying would be augmented, 
wilt the debt , . 


re 








: to be paid woull be increased.—/|the measure will be adopted at 
re are those who would have no banks, either | congress. 


the public money, they are required to pay interest 
on such deposites. The legitimate province of 
banks is to aid the enterprise and the skill of indi- 
viduals. 

They enable the merchant to purchase and send 
to market the surplus products of the farmer, tne 
mechanic and the artisan, and they will best an- 
swer these ends, and in their influence be most sa- 
lutarv and healthful to the country, when totally 
severed from partisan measures and political influ- 
ence. 
not with political affairs. The citizens of this 
country will never tolerate the influence of orga- 
nized wealth upon their public councils, and on 
the other hand, institutions which were designed 


be entangled or embarrassed by partisan conflicts. 
The true policy of the general governinent, as well 
as the best interests of the local institutions, point to 
an entire separation; 


If the revenue 1s 
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Theis connection should be with business, | 








| 


| 
| 


| 
solely for individual accommodation, should never | , 
the high-toned sentiments of the federal party. 


signed to accomplish, we need not be astonished to 
find papers still professedly democratic, assailing 
prominent republican opprobrious epithets, and rea- 
dy for an open co-operation with the enemy, when- 
ever a division can be effected in the democratic 
ranks. If we are wise, if we are properly admo- 
nished by the temporary victory achieved over the 
democracy in a sister state, we shall not suffer our- 
selves to be cut up and conquered, either by false 
friends or open enemies. 

In this connexion, we cannot forbear to notice 
the spirit of radicalism which is employed and at 
work in one forin or another, to put down the na- 
tional and state administrations. If our old oppo- 
nents do not all openly advocate the ultraism of the 
day, they are beyond all doubt in close alliance with 
those who would not leave one stone upon another. 
To what extremes the modern whigs would go for 
the attainment of political power, remains yet to be 
seen. But when we reflect that they sided with 
the enemy in the last war; that they united with 
the bank in 1834 in the attempt to destroy all con- 
fidence and credit and thereby prostrate the state 
institutions, and that they have zealously labored 
to bring on and aggravate the present unfortunate 
crisis in public affairs, it is not toc much to believe 
that they do not estimate the blessings of a free go- 
vernment so highly as they prize the acquisition of 
political power. Although they boast of wealth 
and have much at stake, it is yet undeniable that 
they have patronized and acted in concert with the 
band of agrarians who have undertaken to reduce 
all things to the level of their own standard. 

In one respect our opponents judge well. They 
know that they must first divide before they can 
conquer. They also know that banking institution 
of some kind, looking to the actual condition of 
things, are indispensable, and if the state banks can 
be overthrown, they know that a national bank will 
rise on their ruins. Hence it is, that they are ready 
to co-operate with any faction which is bent on pull- 
ing down state institutions and dismembering the 
democratic party. 

Shall we suffer ourselves to be taken in the snare 
which has been laid for our destruction? We an- 
swer,no. The democratic party holds no principle 
in common with the radical spirit which has sprung 
up in N. York. They are alike opposed to the le- 
velling doctrines of this new school in politics, and 


| The democratic party has contended for principles, 


and has never sought the alliance of any faction, 
and we sincerely hope that | however imposing its name or its pretensions. It 
the next session of! maintains at this day, the same middle ground, be- 


kept down to the | tween the aristocrat on the one hand, and the dema- 
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gogue on the other, which it has occupied in former 
times. When it ceases to maintain this position, it 
will deserve to fall. If it can be driven from it, 
then it will be proved that the people are incapable 
of self-government, aud either anarchy or despotism 
will ensue. 

Our opponents, since they ceased to have any dis- 
tinctive principle of action beyond that of hostility 
to the republican party, have cordially embraced, 
not only every fragiment which has broken off, but 
every straggler who has wandered from our ranks. 
They have claimed to he democrats and people’s 
men; formed alliances with apti-masons, working- 
men, pnullifiers, native Americans and radieals; and 
by such means they have sometimes gained a local, 
though temporary triumph. 

But the democratic party has resorted to no such 
devices to acquire or support its power. It has 
sometimes yielded too much in a spirit of concilia- 
tion; and to this cause may be attributed the fact 
that New York, one of the few democratic cities in 
the union, has fallen into the hands of the enemy. 
Concessions for the sake of peace, have destroyed 
the democratic majority of five thousand votes in 
that city and thrown it temporarily into the hands 
of the partisans of the national bank. This lesson 
should admonish us that we have nothing to gain 
but every thing to lose, by giving any degree of 
countenance to radicalism and faction, 

Although there is very little of this radical spirit 
in the country, there may nevertheless be found 
individuals in almost every county who hang loose- 
ly upon the skirts of the democratic party;—men, 
who if not already enlisted in the service of the 
enemy, can be, made instruments to do his will. 
Such men, while they exhibit a most immoderate 
zeal for the welfare of the people, will strive to 
magnify existing evils. They will not improbably, 
be very loud in their denunciations of a national 
bank, at the very moment when they are advocat- 
ing measures having a direct tendency to re-estab- 
lish and perpetuate such an institution. If our de- 
mocratic friends keep an eye on such patriots, and 
see that they are not allowed to stir up strife, they 
wiil accomplish no more mischief in our ranks than 
they would in the appropriate station of open ene- 
mies. 

When congress assembles, whatever else may be 
done we may expect a repetition of the panic scenes 
of 1834. Indeed they have already commenced. 
Existing evils will not only be magnified, but they 
will be attributed to every thing but the right causes. 
The changes will be rung on the removal of the 
deposites, the specie circular, and the mal-adminis- 
tration of the government, while overtrading, mad 


speculations, and extravagance, will be kept out of | P 


sight. 
people. 
One of the devices to which our opponents have 
resorted for the purpose of promoting discord is that 
of charging the national and state administrations 
with a design to abolish all credits and get up an 
exclusive metallic currency. We hazard nothing 
in saying, that this story, in all its branches, is en- 
tirely destitute of foundation. It was a favoite 
measure with general Jackson, and we doubt not it 
also is with Mr. Van Buren, to suppress small notes 
and infuse a larger amount of specie into our circu- 
lating medium; but they never entertained the vi- 
sionary project of an exclusive metallic currency. 
The thing is absolutely impracticable from the 
want of a sufficient amount of the precious metals, 
to say nothing of the inconvenience, expense and 
hazard of transporting specie from one part of the 
country to another in making large payments. 
And as for abolishing credits, the charge is quite 
too gross to secure beliefin any quarter. before 
any government can abolish credits, it must not 
only annihilate trade and commerce, but uncivilize 
the people and destroy all confidence between man 
and man. 
The committee have thus adverted to some of 
the principal topics of discussion at the present day. 
They have spoken frankly and decidedly, because 
they thought it atime so to speak. On their part 
they have nothing to disguise. Among democratic 
brethren there should be no concealment, nor should 
imbecility or indecision be tolerated. A {free inter- 
change of sentiments is the best mode of securing 
united councils and conducting us to new triumphs 
over all forms of opposition. 
PETER WENDELL, chairman. 
A. BLANCHARD, os 
Wn. SPENCER. secretaries. 
Albany, June 29th, 1837. 


But none of these things can deceive the 





OHIO WHIG STATE CONVENTION. 
From the Ohio State Journal. 

Ata meeting of the whigs of the state of Ohio, 

represented by delegates assembled in convention 


(to the number of about one thousand), for the pur- 


conducive tothe general welfare of the country, 
and a more efficient organization of the whig party 
of this state, the following persons were elected offh- 
cers to said convention, to wit: 
PRESIDENT. 
Col. James Krieourn, of Franklin county. 
VICE PRESIDENTS. 
John P. Garniss, of Hamilton county, John Hol- 
lister, of Wood, Jacob Kirby, of Highland, T. R. 
Stanley, of Lawrence, Felix Renick, of Ross, Joseph 
Ridgway, sen. of Franklin, George Sanderson, of 
Fairfield, James Foley, of Clark, John McCurdy, 
of Guernsey, Daniel Converse, of Muskingum, Geo. 
Browning, of Knox, Alpheus McIntyre, of Sandus- 
ky, James Kent, of Portage, Gilberthorp Earl, of 
Starke. 
SECRETARIES. 
William B. Thrall, of Pickaway county, James 
F. Conover, of Hamilton, James M. Bell, of Guern- 
sey. 
Mr. Hammond, from the eommittee on state af- 
fairs, made the following report, to wit: 
The committee appointed to report what action 
should be had by the convention upon the subject 
of reform in the administration of the state govern- 
ment, report: 


That great evils have crept into the proceedings 
of the general assembly—evils of most corrupting 
and pernicious tendency, and producing results ex- 
ceedingly injurious to the community at large. 
The principal of these evils is found in the immense 
mass of personal legislation in which that body 
have engaged; and of this personal legislation the 
creation of private corporations for the furtherance 
of individual projects is the most deleterious. 
Whatever pretence or color of public tse or conve- 
nience may be alleged as a reason for creating a 
mere private corporation, the mainspring of a ma- 
jority of applications is some speculation of profit 
to the operating agent or to his employers. Within 
a few years this class of legislation has been swol- 
len to a most unseemly magnitude, in comparison 
with that consummated for genera] purposes. The 
volume of general laws is a mere phamplet, the lo- 
cal laws make ahuge volume. Projects of rail :oads 
and turnpikes, of canals and slackwater navigation, 
of banks and insurance companies, figure through 
hundreds of pages; and, except in those pages and 
the enrolled bills, are nowhere to be found. But, 
though their only existence is in the secretary of 
state’s office and in the statute book, they have 
been employed and used for their principal original 
urposes. Lands have been forced into market at 
imaginary prices. ‘Town plats have put money in- 
to the purses of their projectors. Stock commis- 
sioners have turned a penny upon bank and insur- 
ance subscriptions, and the credulous and the un- 
wary have been filched of the earnings of their in- 
dustry. The general assembly have misapplied 
their time, have wasted the public resources in pa- 
per and in printing, have listened, and, in some in- 
stances, yielded, to corrupting personal solicita- 
tions, the result of which has been to make their 
legislative acts accessary to private fraud, by giv- 
ing legal sanction to what would otherwise be esti- 
mated as downright swindling. 


This readiness of the general assembly to lend its 
legislative sanctions to private schemes has warm- 
ed into existence and matured for active effort the 
greater number of those by whom they are beset. 
Their too frequent success is a multiplier of their 
numbers and of their inventions, and they have al- 
ready so increased, that their business constitutes 
the principal subjects of legislative action. The 
consequence has been distracted councils, dilatory 
proceedings, and protracted sessions—bribery, in 
the shape of commutations and exchanges of votes, 
the result of out-door bargains to combine for sus- 
taining one measure and defeating another, as indi- 
vidual interest may be subserved. The committee 
are of opinion that the matters here referred to call 
for the serious of attention every guod citizen; and 
that this convention should distinctly point out the 
mischief, and call upon the people to reform it. 


Connected with the overwhelming mass of mere 
personal legislation, and of natural affinity with it, 
is a cold indifference in the members of the general 
assetnbly towards interests purely public. This 
indifference has superinduced a blinking of inquiry 
into the misconduct of public men—a shrinking 
from the responsibility of unpleasant investigations 
—a peremptory and blindfold passing over, without 
animadversion, misconduct which could not be ex- 
cused, but against the observance of which the 
mental vision could be closed; a convenient time- 
serving blindness, by which the legislator makes a 
compromise with his duty, to which the general 





in the city of Columbus, on the 4th of July, 1887, 


pose of consulting upon such measures as might be| terest, and this accommodating spirit, that 


oe 
ee, 
— 


This cold indifference to subjects of gx Neral jp 


Sey 


‘the rest it ts good, ard the land it is pleasa 
bows its shoulders lo Lear,’’? bas been manifested ; 
one matter of the highest importance. It done, - 
convenient quietness, whilst partisan daring 
pared and consummated the flagitious outrage | 
the vital principle of constitutional representay,. 
in the general assembly itself. ‘The COnseguern, ; 
now sits an ill-omened incubus upon the state Be 
senator in congress, unacceptable to the minor, 
that elected him, has been forced upon the maior 
ty, who despise the man, and who detest the |... 
and immeasurable meanness that would seck to a 
cupy that high station against the twice clea; and 
distinetly expressed opinion of a majority of the 
constrained by dishonorable mismanagement to “ey 
come his constituents. RS 
The committee deem it unnecessary to pursy, 
further, an enumeration of the mischiefs attenday, 
upon the recent departures of the general assen,pj, 
from the ancient and well-defined landmarks 4). 
guided that body in their legislative proceedine. 
Enough has been stated to show that an instant ¢. 
fort should be made to produce reformation — 
Therefore, 

Resolved, That, for the purpose of reforming the 
proceeedings of our general assembly, and fer Te. 
ducing their protracted sessions to the pericd of tey 
or twelve weeks, in which heretofore the public 
business used to be despatched; for lessening the 
public expenditure in useless printing, and in gj 
other concomitants of extended sessions, this eo), 
vention earnestly recommend to their fellow citi. 
zens to support as members of the general assrm. 
bly, at the next October election, men of tried an 
unquestionable public spirit, and in whose firmness 
in support of the best interests of the country {ul 
confidence may be reposed. ° 
Resolved, That this convention urge upon their 
fellow citizens who wish to aid in reforming public 
abuses, the exercise of a liberal forbearance jy 
pressing their particular preferences for candidates 
to represent them in the general assembly; the 
adoption of a firm determination to recognize no 
multiplication of candidates, but to unite their 
strength upon a single ticket, with all the cnergy 
they would employ to secure the success of their 
favorite candidate. 

Resolved, as the scnse cf this convention, That, 
in times like the present, individuals, whatever m:y 
have been their public ceiviecs, can have no yer 
scnal claims upen public sufirage, but that the ge. 
neral interest absorbs ali private pretenticns; ord 
those are to be esteer.ed the most trustwerthy and 
the most praiseworthy who peremptorily refuse 
themselves to the slightest ecllisions among thur 
common friends engaged in promoting the on 
great, common object of legislative reform. 

Resolved, That a central committee of corre: 
pondence be appointed, to consist of five member, 
wlose duty it shall be to correspond with all ile 
different county committees throughout the state, 
and do whatever may promote the general interes’. 

Resolved, That each county in the state, be re- 
quested, where they have not already organize, 
to immediately organize and appoint committecs to 
correspond with the central committee, and to ce- 
operate with their fellow citizens of the county in 
effecting the objects herein recommended. 

Resolved, That the foregoing expositions and re- 
solutions be subscribed by the officers of the me«t- 
ing, and published in the newspapers of the state 
that may be willing to give them an insertion. 

The resolutions were then severally passcd, ai 
the report unanimously accepted. 

Ordered, That the state central committee le 
appointed by the ckair; whereupon, the followins 
gentlemen were announced as composing said ¢cll- 
mittee, viz: 

William Doherty, Joseph Ridgway, jr. Lyn 
Sterling, jr. John W. Andrews, John L. Miner. 

Mr. Gazlay, from the committee on national a: 
fairs, then made the following report, viz: 

Without the agency of war, or pestilence, or 
ine, our agricuiture pouring forth her procuc's 
in profuse abundance; cur ships spreading thel! 
canvass in every sea; our steambeats penetralils 
our great rivers and their tributaries to their utmer! 
sources; our citizens reducing our deepest fores's 
to cultivation, and making the wilderness ali\’ 
with the voices of men and wemen and childrel 
our manufacturers sending over the world the !* 
brics of their workshops; our merehants enjoy!!® 
unlimited credit, and our country regarded abread 
as the surest depository for wealth, and the sale! 
resort for personal security: in the midst of thes? 
blessings, and untouched by eny visible or tangil!? 
calamities, a paralysis has come upor us, that 
suddenly taken away our strength and blighted 0” 
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= 
» ve nay be aremedy. The great and principal 
it ‘s a succession of “abuses and usurpations” 
the part of the national executive. In 1828, 
ve majority of the people of the union were per- 
vaded that the adininistration of the national go- 
“orgnent required reform. They believed that ii 
was extravagant in its expenses, corrupting in Its 
_atronagey ambitious in the aceurmulation of power, 
and thus endangered the liberties of the country. — 
qo reform these alleged abuses, to reduce expenses, 
to limit patronage, to curb ambition, to simplify, 
cheapen and purify the administration, general 
Jackson was elected president. It was, no doubt, 
fully to do the work which he 
was selected to perform. But a fatality, common 
t9a man whose intellectual powers are habituated 


misled him. 
He multiplied expenses, he enlarged executive 
atronaze, he gave scope to an absorbing ambition. 
He calied to his secret confidence a horde of pro- 
fessing minions, who became his controlling advis- 
ers, Lhe patronage, the influence, the legitimate 
owers of the executive, with a host of illegal as- 
surptions, were put in requisition to promote party 
schemes and individual acquisitions of property.— 
The resources of the nation were employed to dis- 
turp the regular business operations of money and 
credit. A partisan war was waged to the death 
azainst a most invaluable regulator of commercial 
exchanges, and of the vaiues of commodities. Or- 
ganizations were attempted to control commerce 
and credit by banking together a number of rival 
and irresponsible associations of incorporated mo- 
nopolies, to array them in support of an interest 
alverse to their own, and in hostility to that with 
which their business identified them. Ridiculous 
and alluring imaginations of a gold circulation were 
gotup, and the regular halance of trade deranged, 


safely rally, assured that a successful effort will re- 
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The agency of a national convention is necessary 
to secure this concentration; and such a measure is, 
therefore, respectiully suggested. 
it must be composed ofa full and fair representation. 
The metabers must be selected in a uniform man- 
ner in each state, and their numbers must be regu- 
lated by a fixed standard. We suggest the follow- 
ing outline for the consummation of this object: 

1. A convention, from all the states of this unicn, 
of members who wish to attempt reform, by remov- 
ing from their places the present executive admi- 
nistration of the government of the United States, 
shall convene at Pittsburgh, in the state of Penn- 
sylvania, on the second Monday of June, 1538, to 
select a candidate for the presidency and a eandi- 
date for the vice presidency, to be supported in 
1840. 

2. Such convention shall consist of a namber of 
members from each state equal to her senators and 
representatives it congress. Such members shall 
be at least twenty-five years of age, shall be citi- 
zens of the state they represent, and shall be bona 
fide chosen in each state by the citizens thereof.— 
Fach state to determine its own manner of choosing 
its representatives. ‘ 

3. Such convention shall net procecd to a nomi- 
nation unless a majority of all the states are repre- 
sented by at least one representative. 

A selection of candidates presented by a conven- 
tion organized and acting as hete proposed cannot 
fail to be men in whom public confidence may be 
safely reposed—imen, around whom the friends of 
reform, the opposers of the present incumbents, may 


deem the country from the difficulties that surround 
it, and the discredits that overwhelm it, by recalling 
to its councils the talent and the patriotism that have 
been driven into exile by the machinations of the 
present usurpers. 





by government agency, in furtherance of a project 
at once useless andimpracticable. The merchants, 
asa class, have been singled out for reprobation, 
and their business crippled, not only without re- 
morse, but with apparent satisfaction. 

Nor have they been alone the sufferers. All 
classes and all conditions, and men of all occupa- 
tions in society—the farmer, the mechanic, the pro- 
fessional man, and the hardy laborer—have shared 
in the calamities brought upon our common Country 
by the folly and madness, if not by the direct de- 
sizn of our rulers. The doctrine has been promul- 
gated and enforced, that to the victors, in an elec- 
tion for president of the United States, belong the 
spoils of victory: that is, public employments of 
every character. The minority are politically dis- 
franchised; the public functionaries are constituted 
an executive phalanx more servile, more faithful, 
and more formidable than the janissaries of the 
Turi, the lifezuard of Napoleon, or the cohorts of 
the Casars.”” Already they have disposed of the 
presidency to one of themselves, whom they have 
bound hand and foot, that they may compel him te 
walk in the path appointed for him. Already 
these ‘‘abuses and usurpalions’’ have erected, for 
their own immunity, a Moloch tower of strength, 


that binds and confounds, and intimidates many of | 


the citizens, teaching them to minister to their own 
destruction. The executive administration has 
ceased “to promote the great welfare,’’ and devoted 
itself to promote the welfare of its adherents. It is 
no longer paternal, as it was intended to be, but sut- 
cidal, as it cannot be, without producing much evil. 
Its “abuses and usurpations” have destroyed confi- 
dence at home and abroad. 
president has determined, from necessity or from 
choice, to tread in the footsteps of his predecessor, 
gave the final shock. The denunciation, ““preRIsH 
CREDIT, PERISH COMMERCE,” became practically 
Operative; and, for the present, both have perished. 
pe or these evils we hold that there is a remedy.— 
he anusers and usurpers of power must be re- 
moved from their places by the constitutional ope- 
ration of the ballot-box. And this is practicable. 

0 make it so, a broad and public spirit is required. 
All sections of the country must unite—all minor 
“lvisions inust be laid aside—all personal prejudices 
must be given up. Among those who are resolved 
tat there shall be reform, there must be a “long 
pull, @ strong pull, and a pull altogether.” The ad- 
vocates of n-llification and the supporters of the 
force-bill have a common interest in this matter.— 
Both are equally prostrated in the existing order of 
things. The slaveholder and the abolitionist, the 
ason and the anti-mason, are alike its victims. It 
'Sacommon destroyer, and until it is driven from 
its strong-holds, all are its victims or its satellites. 
© effect this destruction, it must be attacked in its 
titadel. The rally must be made upon the presi- 
dential election of 1840, and the reform suffrage con- 
enirated upon a single candidate for the presiden- 


The fact that the new 


1. Therefore, resolved, That this convention re- 
commend that the states of this union unite in hold- 
ing such a national convention as is here proposed, 
'and that they severally act thereon with all practi- 
‘cal celerity. 
| 2. Resolved, That this convention, though believ- 
ing that their fellow citizens of the state would pre- 
| fer to select Wm. Henry Harrison, whose public 
services and qualifications, of talents, experience, 
| magnaniinity, justice and patriotism, they krow 
'and appreciate, yet they feel confidence in giving 
ithe assurance that, should another person be select- 
|ed, be he of the south, of the middle, or of the north, 
he will be sustained in Ohio, with all the power, 
| zeal and energy, that would be employed in support 
of their own favorite fellow citizen. 
| $. Resolved, That this convention adopt the pre- 
ceding exposition of the causes of our present ein- 
barrassments, and concur in the plan of remedy 
“suggested; and that the same, with the proposition 
for calling and organizing a national convention, 
and the foregoing resolutions, be subscribed by the 
‘officers of this convention, and recommended for 
| publication to the newspaper press of the United 
States. 
| While the foregoing report was under considera- 
tion, various amendments were proposed to the 
second resolution, upon which an animated and 
eloquent discussion arose, in which Messrs.J. Ryan, 
J.D. Weston, J. H. Wells, Alfred Kelly, C. Ham- 
mond, and some others, participated, and which re- 
sulted in the adoption of the original resolution, 
only one voice dissenting. 

The other resolutions and the report were then 
unanimously adopted. On motion, 

Resolved, That the citizens of each congressional 
district of this state, as soon as a majority of states 
shall agree to unite in the proposed convention, 
proceed to select a member to represent them in 
such convention; and that the central committee, 
appointed by this convention, appoint two persons 
as senatorial members of the said national conven- 
tion. 

Hon. Joun C. Wricutand RosertC.ScHEeNcKk, 
esq. being called upon to make some remarks, they 
severally addressed the convention in appropriate 
and eloquent terms. 

And the convention adjourned sine die. 











COMMODORE BARRON OF THE NAVY. 
Commodore Barron having deemed it necessary 
to resign the command of the navy yard at Philadel- 
phia, the following correspondence took place be- 
tween him and the officers, on that station. 
U. S. navy yard, Philadelphia, July 1, 1837. 
Sir: The undersigned officers on this station, 
deeply lament that you deem it necessary to resign 
the command of this navy yard and station, and we 


commanding officer, whose official dignity and 








‘y and a single candidate for the vice presidency. 


ral satisfaction. 
immediately connected with you cn duty at this 
To be efficient,}| yard, take peculiar pleasure in giving utterance to 


cannot permit you to leave us, without expressing 
the heartfelt regret we feel at being deprived of a 


Those of us who have been more 


these expressions of friendly feelings, although ail 


of us have felt the influence of your di-nified official 
demeanor. 


The undersigned sincercly hope that you may 
enjoy, in your voluntary retirement, that peace and 
contentment, which are the just rewards of thosa 
who have so long and successfully labored for the 
advancement of our profession in practical and sci- 
entific attainments. We have the honor to be, 
very respectfully, your ob’t serv’ts, 

Vian. W. McKean, Sumuel Mercer, Win. P. C. 
Barton, Robert Ritchie, N. C. Barrabino, C. 8S. Mc- 
Cauley, E. 4. F. Valetlie, Jas. P. Oecllers, J. More- 
head, Jas. McCawley, (capt. marines), Henry Et- 
ling, Robert S. Taiem, Jas. Iiadison Frailey, Jas. 
Tewsbury, 4sa Curtis, Wn. Brown, J Shubrick, 
W. Decatur Hurst, John WV. Greer, Thos. Harris, 
Jas. Ferguson, Wm. Miller. 

To com. James Barron, U. S. N.- 

REPLY. 
Philadelphia, July 5, 1837. 

GENTLEMEN: I have received your highly es- 
teemed letter of the Ist inst. and should certainly 
do violence to my own sense of justice if I did not, 
in the most candid manner, acknowledge to you how 
grateful its receipt was to my feelings. 

I will not, on this occasion, advert to the causes 
of my resignation, and consequent separation from 
associates so congenial to me as those to whom I 
now have the honor to address; I cannot, however, 
forbear to say, that I wish tiey were of a different 
character from what they really are. 

The kind expressions contained in your letter, and 
particularly those alluding to my deportment as 
your commanding otlicer, may be traced to sources 
not less worthy of distinction on the part of their 
authors, than to the conduct of the grateful recei- 
ver. 

When an officeris invested with the dignity of an 
honorable command, his course, in my humble opi- 
nion, is a very clear one, and easily pursued, provid - 
ed there are no undignified or perverse spirits associ- 
ated with him calculated to destroy the equanimity 
of his temper; and, in this particuiar, I have been 
fortunate. 

Your highly appreciated solicitude for the quiet 
of my retirement, has not escaped my notice, but I 
beg leave to assure you that it is not within the 
scope of my contemplations to render that retire- 
ment one of indolent ease. I have yet several ob- 
jects of vital importance to the welfare of our ma- 
ratime interests at heart, and I cannot but indulge 
the hope that I shall live to see many of you zealous 
and active co-operators in those good works, one of 
them to which I now allude as the most momen- 
tous, is the encouragement and increase of native 
born seamen; this object may be effected by the 
introduction of school-ships, both public ani pri- 
vate. 

Permit me, gentlemen, with the kindest feelines 
of my heart, to reciprocate the sentiments of your 
highly esteemed communication, and to subscribe 
myself your obliged friend and obedient servant, 


JAMES BARRON, 


U. S. navy yard, Philadelphia, June 30, 1837. 

Com. JAMES Barron: Respected sir: The civil 
oflicers of this establishment learn with much sor- 
row that you have relinquished the command of this 
yard and station; and that, consequently, the asso- 
ciations arising out of our respective duties, which 
have so long existed betwen us, are row severed. 

The oceasion, sir, is one which we cannot allow 
to glide silently by. Permit us, therefore, to ex- 
press our regret that this separation must take 
place. 

We have all served under your command fora 
long time, and all feel equal sorrow at parting.— 
Some of us have spent many of the best years of 
our lives in this yard, and during that period have 
encountere:! no event, in our official capacity, which 
has caused us more sincere regret. 

As our commancer, we have received courtesy, 
justice and politeness at your hands; and in the 
character of friend, we have experienced, one and 
all, the kindest feelings of the human heart. 

Accept then, sir, we pray you, this slight token 
of ouresteem, as well as the assurance that you will 
carry with you into the retirement you seek, our 
best and most sincere wishes for your continued 
good health, prosperity and happiness. 

We are, sir, respectfully and sincerely, 
friends and servants, ; 

R. Kennedy, Wm. Winyard, Wm. T. Donaldson, 
H. 8S. Crabb, B. Fitzsimmons, W. Myers, John 
Lenthall, A. Powell, Henry Snyder, Abraham Levy, 


your 





general courtesy of conduct has given such gene- 


John D. Anderson. 
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REPLY. 
Philadelphia, July 5, 1837. 

GENTLEMEN: I have received your gratifying 
letter of the 20th ultimo, and assure you that the 
sentiments you have been pleased to express are 
highly appreciated by me, and particularly so be- 
cause they come from those who by their zeal and 
ability have enabled me to dischare my duty at this 
— with ease to myself and justice to the pub- 

ic. 

I have beer. cheered with the hope that we should, 
during our connection, bring a great object of our 
labor to a successful termination; but yet on the eve 
of fulfilment of that hope, I find it necessary to take 
my leave of you; there is no alternative, and our 
separation is inevitable. I trust, however, it will 
only extend to the relations of our official inter- 
course, and that the ties of friendship which have 
been contracted during our association, will remain 
as firm and lasting as the principles which have 
produced them. 1 am, gentlemen, with sentiments 
of respect and esteem, your obedient servant, 

JAMES BARRON. 


REPLY OF THE SOLICITOR OF THE TREASURY 
To the report of the postmaster general to the president of 
the United States, in relation to the awards made by said 

solicitor to Stockton, Stokes, &c. 

Office of the solicitor of the treasury, Feb. 9, 1837. 
To the president of the United States: 

Sir: f bave read with great attention the report of the 
postnaster gené@ral in selauion to the awards which it was 
my duty to make, under the act of July 2d, 1836, for the re- 
lief of William B. Stokes and Richard C. Stockton, of Ma- 
ryland, and Lucius W. Stockton and Daniel Moore, of Penn- 
Sylvania, and bave to thank you for the opportunity afforded 
mie of knowing its contents, and making the remarks which 
I now have the bonor respectiully to submit, lo be sent Lo 
the senate with that report. ' 


I do not deem it necessary to comment on the preliminary 
observations Of the postmaster general, respecting the action 
or the several committees of investigation authorised by 
congress, and his declaravion that allowances had been made 
by the late postmaster general, which were uot known to 
those committees, further than to say that | am not aware 
that, as regards the matter in band, itis of any importance 
whether all, or any, of the claims adjudicated by we, were 
known to those committees, or to Congress. Congress cer- 
tainly had power to delegate to me authority to adjudicate 
claims, Which Were never submitted to these committees or 
themselves. I considered it my duty, therefore, to look to 
the act Constituting me the aroiwer between the post office de- 
partment and the claimants for the line of my duty, and did 
not suppose myself at liberty to go beyond nus words, as 
there appeared to ny mind wo obscurity in them which re- 
quired elucidation from the history of the times. The words 
oft the-act, so far as respects my jurisdiction, are as follows: 
‘Phat the solicitor of the treasury be, and he is hereby au- 
thorised and directed to -ettle and adjust the clauns of Wal- 
ham B. Stokes and Richard C. Stockton, of Maryland, and 
Lucius W. Stockton and Daniel Moore, of Pennsylyania, 
for extra services performed by them as contractors for car- 
rying the mail, under and by virtue of certain contracts 
therefor, by them alleged to have been made and entered 
into with them by William ‘T. Barry, late postmaster gene- 
ral of the Uuited States, and for this purpose to inquire into 
and determine the equity of the claims of them, or any of 
them, for or on account of any contract of additional con- 
tract wuh the said postmaster general, on which their pay 
may have been suspended by the present postmaster general, 
oud to make them such allowances therefor as, upon a fail ex- 
umination of all the evidence, may seem right, according to 
the principles of equity; and iat the postmaster general be, 
and he is hereby direeted to credit such mail contractors 
with whatever sum Or sums of money, if any, the said soli- 
citor shall so decide to be due them for and on account of 
any such service or contract; aud the solicitor is bereby au- 
thorised to take testimony, if he shall judge it to be neces- 
sary to do so; and that he report to congress at its next ses- 
sion the law and the facts upon which his decision has been 
founded.”? 


Notwithstanding the extensive terms of this act, the post- 
mister general says, on the third page of his repart: 

“it was believed by the undersigued, and he supposed by 
every one else, that this act gave the solicitor authority to 
examine and adjust, upon equitable principles, those items 
ently which had been allowed by his predecessor, and sus- 
pended by him, and vot to consider and allow elams which 
had been presented and reyected under the former adminis- 
tration, or such as had never been heard of by we postmas- 
ter general Or congress. 

“The solicitor of the treasury, however, has construed 
the law as giving him absolute and uncontrolled power over 
all new claims which aught be presented as growing out of 
the contracts referred to in the act, and actually awarded 
the contractors $39,472 47 beyond the full amount of the 
suspensions, [t was thus Virtually decided, that the allow- 
ances which had been so unanimously censured by the eom- 
mittees were equitable and just, that the additional allow- 
ances of R122, 101 46, never known to the committers, were 
of like character, and that it was equitable and just to make 
them original allowances of 839.472 47 beyond the utmost 
liberality of the former postmaster general. 

The undersigned differed widely from the solicitor, in re- 
ference to the equity and justice of these claims in general. 
le was as fully. satisfied as the human mind can be, that 
the contractors were not entitled to 220.000 of the $161,000 
awarded. But congress had taken from bim all power over 
the subject, as far as they gave jurisdiction to the solicitor, 
by peremptorily requiring him to pay whatever that officer 
might award, within that limit. As far, therefore, as the 
jurisdiction of the soheitor extended, the undersigned conld 
not refuse to pay without a direct and palpable disregard 
of the requirements of the law. But it was considered Hy 
him equally his duty to refuse to pay any sims which the 
solicitor, through an erroneous view of his legal authority, 
might think proper to allow, until such paynent should be 
authorised oc required by further legislation. Believing 
that the svlicitor bad no jurisdiction to consider and allow 
any claim beyond those which had been suspended befure 





the act of congress passed, he refused to pay the $39,472 47* 
allowed by him over and above those claims. 

_ Phe contractors memorialized the senate with a view of 
obtaining payment of this new allowance, and their memorial 
was referred to the committee on the judiciary, who have 
considered the case, and made a report to the senate. 

‘The undersigned feit no responsibility to the country, in 
paying the $122,101 46 awarded under the act of the fast 
session, because it was required of him by the publie agents 
to whom had been delegated the power to control biut in 
such matters. Not did be think, at the last session of con- 
gress, that he was called on to volunteer information as to 
the nature of the claims, because the proposition was merely 
to submit them to the arbitrament of an equitable tribunal, 
which, it Was presumed, would make fuilinquiry into thei 
character and merits. But bis attitude is now changed — 
He thinks that the solicitor, from an erroneous view of the 
facts and the law, has awarded the contractors 310,635 93 
beyond the whole amount he had authority to consider, no 
part of which is due to them in law or equity.”? 

From the foregoing extracts, it appears that the postmaster 
general deuies my jurisdiction over all claims of Stockton 
and Stokes, for services under contracts with the late post- 
master general, on which their pay bad been suspended by 
the present postmaster general, oniess all the items had 
been presented to, and suspended by him; that is to say, 
from the period When pay was suspended, the let April, 
1835, to that at which the contracts expired, the 3lst De- 
cember, 1835. 

Ile also enters into an examination of the facts respecting 
which [ was constittited the arbiter between bim and the 
claimants by congress, and positively asserts, that services 
for which awards have been inade by me, both before and 
after the Ist April, 1835, never were performed. 

I shall consider first in order the question of jurisdiction; 
for whether the services denied by the postmaster general 
were performed Or not, is a matter of no moment, if it be 
true that the claims for those services did not come within 
ny jurisdiction. 

In order to a right understanding of this question, it is pro- 
per to consider in what points the postmaster general and 
myself agree, and in what we differ. 

The postmaster says: **T wo things are necessary to give 
him’? (the solicitor,, *fanyj urisdiction whatsoever, viz: 

“Ist. A contract by W.'T. Barry, late postinaster general. 

“2d. A suspension of pay upon that contract by the pre- 
sent postmaster general,?? 

In these two positions, Lagree with the postmaster general, 

But that high officer, adopling the censures upon his prede- 
cessor pronounced by the committees of congress, appears to 
think that the reports of Uiose committees should be taken 
into consideration, With a view to throw light apon the con- 
struction of the act, and my action under it, though he ex- 
pressly states, in another part of bis report, that the claims 
subinitted by congress to my adjudieation were never before 
those committees, or known to them, or congress. 

In these last particulars, | differ from the postmaster ge- 
neral. [neither concur with, nor dissent from, the opinions 
of the Committees of investigation. f pronounce no judg- 
mentupon their conduct, and am perfectly sure that they 
could not have intended in anticipation to pronounce cen- 
~ re upon me for allowing claims, respecting which, accord- 
iug to the psetmasier geueral’s own showing, they were en- 
tirely uninformed, 

Neither can | agree with the postmaster gencral, who is so 
strict a constructionist, Whenever my powers, for the satis- 
faction of justice withheld, may take money from the sur- 
plas fund of bis department, in thinking that Lhave a right 
to save that fund by drawing within the scope of my juris- 
diction, at one wide sweep, all the claims heretofore settled 
in hic departnent.with Messrs. Stockton and Stokes, in or- 
der to determine whether too mueh, or too little, has been 
paid for the services rendered, or whether payment has been 
made for services never performed, with a view to make a 
deduction from the compensation of services specifically 
submitted tomy decision. Indeed it was with surprise, ap- 
proaching astonishinent, that [ discovered in some of his 
letters to this office, as well asin bis report to you, that a 
man of his reputed preeision of mind could entertam for a 
moment so loose an idea. 

To conclude these preliminary remarks, mode witha view 
40 clearness in the free examination, in detail, which T am 
obliged to make, Edo not think Lam possessed of jurisdiction 
over any thing that was not the subject of a contract with 
the late postmaster general, and on which contract the pay 
of the coutractors bas not been suspended by the present 
postmaster general. 

The present postmaster general, as will be seen by a re- 
ference to the account rendered by the department to the 
contractors, and marked exhibit No. 31, amongst the doeu- 
ments transmitted wiih inv report to congress, has suspended 
from credit five classes of allowances, viz: 

1. For increased expedition. 

2. For extra horses and postillions. 

3. For increased weight of mails. 

4. For additional daily tine from Baltimore to Philadelphia, 
and fron, Baltimere to Washington, 

5 Forextra mails, &e. 

Now fF admit J aim in error, if T have made an award for 
any claims thatdo not come within one or the other of these 
cli-ses. 

But, evenin these cases, the postmaster general denies 
ine jurisdiction beyond the Ist April, 1835. This question, 
then, shall first be. considered, 

The act directs the solicitor “to inqnire into and deter- 


any of them, for or on account of any contract or additional 


ciary committee of the senate) that the limitation intended 
by these words, on which their pay may have been suspended 
by the present postmaster general, refers to the word “con- 


tract,’ and does not exclude any claim whatsoever for ser- 


vices, either before or after the Ist April, 1835, provided 
they were performed in pursnance of such contract. I think 
the structure of the English language requires this constrne- 
tion. Wesay, and with propriety, ‘‘pay bas been suspended 


ona claim:” the proper phraseology would be, ‘the pay- 





*This sum was org nally $40,635 and over, but has been 
reduced by the discovery of an error by the solicitor. The 
reasons on which this construction of the law is based, will 





be more fully given bereafter, 


on a contract; but we do not say, “pay has heen suspended 


——— 
ment of a claim has been suspended.”? The posinay,,. 
neral appears to think, nevertheless, that the limitatin, - 
jurisdiction has reference to the word “claims,” ang.) 
excludes all claims for services subsequent two tie lirsy . 
April. ee 

Suppose, then, we admit that the words of limitatj, 


to “elaimes,’? instead of *contracts,?? stil, may nota ke, t 
rendered alter the Ist April, 1835, be paid for?” Whata,,..! 
claims which Messrs. Stockton and Stokes, in the cq... 
increased expedition and extra horses and postiblions. beck { 
They are for services, which they allege, and have Droveg 


to my satisfaction, to have extended from the Ist Jans, 
1834, to the Bist December, 1835. Although the pay of at 
contractors ‘fon these chaims,?? if we must allow thar Ube 
the construction of the sentence, may have bee) thhade 
quarterly, decording to regulation, up to the Ist April, 1x3 
yet the claims are unbroken and continuous from the ),) 
January, 1834, to December 31, 1835; and therefore 4 may 
with propriety be said, that pay has been suspended oy then 
by the present postmaster general, and are therefore Withiy 
iny jurisdiction, Although the suspension of payment toni 
place on the Ist April, yet the claim comes within that gy. 
pension, whether the service was performed before or ay, 
the Ist April. 

My first award, therefore, proof being exhibited of 1, 
services having been continued to the 3lst December, | x9; 
gave compensation up to that day. Whereupon the post. 
master general addressed to me the letter, marked A, ay, 
bearing date the 24th September, and inquiring *‘upon What 
ground [ thonghi the law gave me power to allow elaiy; 
which had never before the passage of the late act bern 
presented or suspended at the department?” 

In my answer of the 27th September, 1836, marked B, | 
referred the postmaster general to the words of the act, as 
the bestanswer I conld give to his inquiry, and moreoye 
remarked as follows: 

“The direction of the act appears to me perfectly plain — 
It is, that Tam to make an equitable allowance for exiy 
services, under contracts made with Mr. Barry, on whic) 
the pay of the contractors had been suspended by you, | 
understand by the term ‘the services,’ all services rendered 
nnder those contracts, as I find no expression in the act |i. 
miting my authority tom part. 

The contractors have exhibited proofs which were pot 
before you, that the extra services in question were coni- 
nued until the 3lst December, 1835, when the contracts ex. 
pired, and made their claims accordingly. After examining 
ihe testimony laid bi fore me by the contractors, as lo the 
reasonableness of the allowances made by Mr. Barry, { 
considered them equitable. But, before making up my ¢e- 
cision, supposing you bad the power to dispense with (he 
extra services required by hin, — inquired, ino my letter of 
the 23d instant, whether any notification was given to the 
contractors, that these services might be discontinued after 
the Ist of April, when their pay was suspended; and re- 
ceived for answer from you, that ‘not considering the servi- 
ees, for which the allowances by the late postmaster gene- 
ral were suspended in the account of Messrs. Stockton, or 
Mr. R. C. Stockton, on the routes from Baltimere and 
Washington to Wheeling, as ever legally authorised, the 
department has given no nofificafion to those gentlemen to 
discontinue these services, other than declining to pay 
them, on the grounds stated in the papers now before you.’ 

‘*Messrs. Stockton and Stokes claim that these contracis 
were legal, and that they had acquired rights under them — 
You, under a conviction of duty, decide that they were i- 
legal, and suspend their pray; but do not direct them to dis- 
conte the services. They continue them to December 
31,1035. They do not, after your deciston, look to the de- 
partment for compensation, but appeal to congress, ani 
congress recognizes these contracts so far as to direct mel) 
settle their claims under them, npon principles of equils; 
and as these contracts, thus recognized, did not expire ti 
the 31st December, 1835, T allowed compensation until tial 
period—as I did not, and do not now, find any provision! 
the act limiting compensation to the period at which you 
suspended the pay of the contractors ?? 

As the postmaster general denied the performance of ser 
viee by the conteactors, IL then withdrew my award, aud t- 
quested him, if he bad any proots in bis department of te 
non-performance of the services, for which an allowance 
had been made, to forward them to my office. 

On the 29th he sent me sundry schedules, and ather doct- 
ments, and addressed me an answer, marked C, tn wits 
after a tew observations on the construction of the ‘ct, '" 
be derived from its terms, he enters upen a tong argumen! 
on the facts, to which PT shall hereafter have oceasion tot 
vert, when | come to consider the proofs om which 0! 
awards were founded, 

His letter did not change my opinion as to the construc: 
tion of the Law; and so clear was my conviction, that | ha 
given the trae construction to it, that dl hesitated for sone 
time, Whether Lshonld refer the question of jurisdiction" 
the atlorney general or not, more especially, as he was ilien 
absent from the city. My respeet, however, for the tte 
| lect of the postmaster general, at length induced me lo © 
} 
| 





it, and [ wrote the attorney general (then in New York) te 
following letter on the 12th October, 1826, marked D.* 
“Sir: At this last session, congress passed an act for ms 
relief of Wm. B. Stokes, Richard C. Stockton, Lucins '): 
Stockton and Daniel Moore, on the constraction of oe 
point of which Lb must-ask the faver of your opinion. 
wonld not have troubled you with this application ull yor 
return to the seat of government; but Messrs. Stockton and 
Stokes represent their peconiary situation to be such, a 


mine the equity of the claims of them, (the contractors), or} compel them to solicit, with mach earnestness, an early de- 


get 


eision on their claims; and as T also am desirous [0 


contract with the said postmaster general,on which their pay | through with the very uapleasant duty assigned ane by a 
may have been suspended by the present postmaster general.’ | act as soon as possible, I will be obliged if you cau ave 

Now, the contracts in question expired only on the 3ist! 
December, 1835; and [ was, and still am, of opinion (in| 
which Lam sustained by the attorney general and the judi- | 





me with an early reply. 

“The act provides that ‘the solicitor of the treasury WA, 
and he is hereby, authorised and directed to settle and at 
just the claims of William B. Stokes and Richard C. wet 
ton, of Maryland, and Lucias W. Stockton and ipa 
Moore, of Pennsylvania, for services performed by them: . 
contractors for carrying the mail, under and in og a 
certain contracts therefor, by them alleged to have are 
made and entered into with them by William T. Barry. “@ 
postmaster general of the U. States; and for this purpos® 
| inquire into and determine the equity of the claims of ib 


EL 


———_— 





*The solicitor has aright, by the law creating his offices 
to ask the advice of the attorney respecting sniis ander . 
charge, but did not advert to the limitation of bis rei 
this respect, atthe time of making the above call, nor ' ‘oe 
| eccur to the attorney general, as he aflerwards informed 
\ solicitor. 
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y of them, for OF on account of any contract of addi- 
Feoniract Wilh the said postmasier general, on which 
yy may have been suspended by the present post- 
gettl general, and to make them such allowances there- 

y, as upon a tall examination of all the evidence may 
I ‘a right according to the principles of equity, &c.? 
eiehe suspension of pay under the contracts with the late 
sa naster general, Barry, took place under the direction of 
ihe present postmaster generalon the lstof April, 1835, and 
ye contracts themselves being decided to be unauthorised 
hy law, the contractors presented no accounts arising under 
jem for settlement at the pest office department, atter that 
(g:sion. But considering these eontracts as recognized by 

ress, SO far as to allow them equitable compensation for 
services pertormed under them, they have presented claims 
wo me for extra services, Which they allege to have been 
werlormed under them, until the 31st December, 1235. ‘The 
equiiy of the claims from the ist of April to the 3ist Decem- 
per, 1835, When the Contracts in question would necessarily 
jave ended, being additional to contracts which expired on 
the 3ist December, 1835, must of course depend upon the 
evidence Whieh may be erhibited. With this, especially 
ys itis not all yet taken, I do not mean to trouble you; but 
the question I desire to have solved, is, Whether [ have ju- 
jisdiction under the aet, of any claims which may be pre- 
sevied for services, alleged to have been rendered, between 
the Ist of Apri and 31st December, 1535. 

“My impressions, derived from conversations during the 
jate session, in which | expressed a desire, before the pas- 
sage of the act, that congress would not devolve upon me 
duves Which appeared to me to be incongruous with the 
yature of my oOllice, and duties, tuo, of a very unpleasant, 
ys well as lighly responsible character, were, that the ob- 


or an 
ginuiitl 


cu 


p ject of the act was to putanend to ali further application 
ho ivem, by appointing a tribunal to pass finally upon the 


equily of all the clatms in dispute, On reading the act, 
jowever, f found thatthe claime ander certain contracts, 
epecified therem, Were excepted. ‘To these | have no oc- 
easion to call your attention. But the act, as you will per- 
ceive from the above quotation from it, directs me ‘to in- 
quire into and determine the eqnity of the claims of them.’ 


(Messrs. Stockton and Stokes) ‘for or on account of any 


contract or additional contract with the said postmaster ge- 
neral,? (the late Wiliam T. Barry), ‘on which their pay may 
have been suspended by the present postmaster general.’ ‘The 
wards underscored T supposed were intended to specify the 
contracts, the claims under which [ was directed to settle; 
and to exclude my action on any claims which did not arise 
under contracts, on which the pay of the contractors had 
been suspended; but LT still supposed that it had been made 
my duty (6 inquire into and determine the equity of all 
clans that should be made under such contract-, whether 
for extra services rendered before or after the lst of April, 
1335. Ifreference had been intended by the words of limi- 
tation ‘to claims? and not to Scontracts,’ the appropriate ex- 
pression Would seem to be ‘the payment of which may hare 
been suspended,’ instead of the words, used in the act, fon 
which thetr pay nay huve heen suspended.? 

“Upon these words of limitation, whether as referring to 


P the word ‘claims,’ or the word fcontracts, will depend, I 


presume, Whether | have, under the act, jurisdiction of 
claims arising from the contracts in question tor services 


- beuveen the Ist of April and 31st December, 1835, 


“Though my mind sult inclines to the opinion above in- 
dicated, as to the construction of the act, and the extent of 


Pmy junsdiction, yet some doubt bas been excited on the 


subjects and wishing, in so responsible and painful a duty, 


Sfottoestend my power one inch beyond the law imoosing 
it, Phave asked your vid to solve that dowht. ' 

to fulfil the inteation of congress; and if your opinion eon- 
finn the bias of my own judgments, that the act requires me 
> toconsider and decide upon all claims under the contracts 


It is wy duty 


in question, Whether for services before the Ist of April, 


(1305, or between that day and the 31st of December follow- 


ig, te shall not shrink from the performance of that duty, 
becanse iLis accompanied with heavy responsibility. 

“To the hon. B. F. Butler, attorney general U. States.” 

lo my letter the attomey general made the following re- 
ply on the 31st of October, 1836, coufimming of my construc- 
tion of the act: 

“Sir: { have had the honor to receive your communica- 


oo ion of the 12th instant, and have given to the act of the 2d 
oO! July last, ‘for the relief of Wilhamw B. Stokes, Richard C. 


tbeengren Lucins W. Stockton and Daniel Moore,’ as deli- 
erale and matuce a consideration as | have deemed neces- 


> Siry to the decision of the question proposed to me by you. 


tn my judgment, the act authorises and directs you to 
nquite into and determine the equity of all claims made by 
te persons named, or any of them, for or on account of 
My contracz, or additional coutract, for carrying the mail, 
Wleged by the claimants to have been made and entered 
Mo with them by Witliam T. Barry, late postmaster gene- 
a which contracts the pay of the claimants has 
hae ie shgoyn bv the present postmaster general, whether 
ieee His are for services alleged to have been performed 
makd fe aftey the time when the pay was suspended. ‘To 
tems Y Nnderstanding of the law distinctly to your ques- 
slain aa you have jurisdiction, under the act, af any 
bead wthersicn may be presented for services alleged to have 
Scalia ce between the Ist of Apritand the 3l-t of De- 
deena for or on account of any such contract as is 
scribed in the act.?? 
nya me before you the opinion of the attorney gene- 
af juhedie urther occupy your valuable time on the subject 
aeral Messager only to present to you, as the postmaster ge- 
suetie an prymgenes h omitted to do it in bis report, the re- 
when vs this — of the senate judiciary committee 10 
Stokes ro oo erred the petition of Messrs. Stockton and 
pay sen ae cling the refusal of the postmaster general to 
A a or sam awarded. ‘The committee say: 
adie Py lis view of the act of the last session, the comn- 
the claim rid eer it proper to go into the examination of 
ascertain an cided upon by the solicitor, except so far as to 
mitted to te on the claims adjudicated upon were stb- 
’ Stakes, Bs ecizion by the ‘act for the relief of William 
Daniel Mar ichard C. Stockton, Lucius W. Stockton and 
Of the vans res approved 2d July, 1836. _ Upon this branch 
cipally ditsers ws attention of the committee has been prin- 
that pars fan to the just constraction of the language of 
‘he eolicitn © act conferring upon the solicitor his powers. 
eqnity of a8 > directed ‘to inquire into and determine the 
count of ane claims of them, or any of them, for or on ac- 
Which hele’ contract with the said postmaster general, on 
Dot naster pay may heave been suspended by the present 
therefor, aa ~ Harta, and to make them such allowances 
seein fi h S upon a full examination of all the evidence may 
ght, according to the principles of equity, &c.? 





“By the expressions here employed, it seems to this com- 
mittee that two things only are requisite to give power or 
jurisdiction to the soticitor: . 

Ist. That the clanns presented should be for, or on ac- 
count of, contracts wade with the late postmaster general. 

2d. That the present postmaster general shall have sus- 
pended the pay. ‘The cowumittee have not discovered that 
any allowance bas been made by the solicitor except in 
cases falling within his jurisdiction, when tested by these 
restrictions. It is true he has allowed compersation tor 
services adjudged by him to have bevo tendered by the peti- 
tioners since the late postmaster general retired from office; 
strll these claims were on account of contracts made by 
him, and the actof congress plainly submits to the adjudi- 
cation of the solicitor all such cases, without any reference 
to the time when the services were rendered; and it eannot 
be believed that the time when the services were rendered, 
or the claims felldue, was deemed in any Wise material by 
congress, Or some expression restricting the power of the 
solicitor would have been introduced into the act; besides, 
the act directing the solicitor to settle the accounts passed 
after the expiration of all the contracts, and after the ren- 
dition of all the services which may have been performed 
under them; from which facts, in connection with the 
broad and comprehensive language of the act, it may fully 
be inferred, as the intention of congress, that the whole 
claims for services ander the contracts specified in the act, 
were to be adjusted and settled by the solicitor, without re- 
gard to the ume when the services were performed; and 
further, that a suspension of any portion of the pay, even 
for a single qaarter, upon such contract, by the present 
postmaster general, authorised the solicitor to investigate 
all the claims of the petitioners under such contract.” 

After presenting you with this full and explicit opinion of 
the committee ou the judiciary, composed as itis of learned 
and able lawyers, in addition to that of the attorney general, 
both of which eoufirm my own in every particular, as it re- 
speets my jurisdiction, | should consider it a work of su- 
pererogation to examine further the objections of the post- 
minaster general. 

The postmaster general, however, is not content with 
disputing my jurisdiction, and declining the positive duty 
enjoined on hii by the act of congress, notwithstanding the 
explicit opinions of the attorney general and the committee 
of congress who reported the act, and who certainly knew 
what jurisdiction they intended to give, but he goes further, 
and io defiance of the act of congress which assigned to 
me (much against my wish) the full and final adjadieation 
of the facts, he now makes himself not ouly a party in the 
controversy submitted to my adjudication, but pacty as be 
hus made himself, erects himself into a court of review of 
that adjudication, though congress, by directing my report to 
be made to them, Clearly indicated that my responsibility 
was to that body, and not to the postmaster general. 

The postmaster general denies that the services for which 
Phave awarded equitable compensation, were performed; 
and after making this denial and unsparingly denouncing to 
the appotating power of the government, without any notice 
to me, the action of this office, he enters into an argument 
to prove the justice of that denunciation, without noticing 
the reasons assigned in my report to congress, or the proofs 
on oath on which tt was founded, although as a difference 
of opinion existed between us, L had frankly laid the whole 
before him. 

As the inference from his report to you would necessarily 
be, that the awards [have made were utterly without rea- 
son, and that the treasury had been opened without proof of 
claims, [am under the paintul necessity, having answered 
his objections on the score of jurisdiction, of replying to his 
report and making a full exhibition of the proofs under oath 
exhibited tome. In doimg this fimust make liberal quota- 
tions from my report. In my report sas: 

That the’ claims first presented were made for extra ser- 
vices performed on the routes from Wastington and Balti- 
more to Wheeling, being numbered 1,201, 1,Je9 and 1,390, 
they were, 

Ist. For increased expedition, 

Qd. For extra herses and postillions; and 

3d. For increased weight of mails. 

I shall consider these three claims in the order in which 
they are stated; and first, for increased expedition, 

By the proposals, advertised until the 26th of September, 
1831, for carrying the mail daily between Baltimore and 
Wheeling from the first of January, 1832, to the 8ist of 
December 1835, in four horse post coaches, three days and 
three hours were allowed for going out, and three days one 
hour and a halfin returning. 

By a contract, bearing date the 13th October, 1831,* Rich- 
ard ©. Stockton and \Wim. Neil bind themselves to carry the 
mail aceording to the above proposal, fora sum which is as- 


'certained by an apportionment between the routes in ques- 


tion and the other routes contracted for, to be $4,500, 

They bound themselves also, if required by the postmas- 
ter general, to carry a daily mailintwoanda halfdays, and 
to run also a tri-weekly line to caery the way mails, for the 
additional compensation of 38,950. 

But in consequence of the solicitation of a number of 
members of Congress, they propose an increase of speed on 
sundry routes by a letter of the 23d December, 1831. for the 
annual compensation of $15,988; of which the proportion 
for the routes from Baltimore and Washington to Wheeling, 
on which they were to carry the mail in two days in sum- 
mer andtwo anda halfin winter, was per annum $6,750, or 
#1.687 50 per quarter. The late postmaster ge neral accept- 
ed this offer and ordered the service on the Ist Jan. 1832. 

‘This increased speed was accomplished in the time stipu- 
lated, until it was rendered impossible, by the breaking up 
of the national road for repairs by the government, when the 
postmaster general allowed from six to twelve additional 
hours, without intending to diminish the contractors’ pay, 
but merely to make an allowance, in respect to time, equi- 
valent to the delay occasioned by the obstruction thus creat- 
ed by the government itself. This is proved by the depnosi- 
tions of the hon. Andrew Stewart of Penneylvania, and the 
rev. O. B. Brown, then superintendent of mail contracts. 
The former, in his affidavit, marked exhibit No. 3, says: 

“T furthermore certify, that great obstructions were inter- 
posed by the agents of the governmentin taking up and re- 
paring the Cumberland road,so much so as to render it 
utterly impossible to effect, with any force, the transporta- 
tion of the mail over it, in stages, with the required speed; 
firet, by taking up the old bed and covering its surface with 
large loose rocks and stones, and aflerwards, when repaired, 





*See exhibit No. 1. , 
#See report of committee house of representatives, No. 
103, pages 375, 6, and exhibit No. 2. 





in placing loge, stumps, brosh and stones, on the alternate 
sides of the road at short distances, varying from forty to 
tizbty feet apart, so as to force ihe Cariages 10 rin Zig-29g 
across the read to prevent the cutting itinto ruts, and to 
pack the stone eveoly. This rendered to impossible to drive 
rapidly without hazarding the lives of the passengers aud 
the security of mail stages at all times, bul especially aller 
night. These difficulties were represcnied to the depart- 
ment by myself and others, and au order was mede in con- 
sequence, extending the time allowed—f belicve about 
twelve hours. This [ considered at the time, and vow cou- 
sider, altogether inadequate to the woavoidable loss of time 
occasioned by the obstructions placed in the way of the 
mailby the acts and agency of the government, and coni- 
pelled the contractors to increase the speed on the portions 
of the road where these obstructions did not exist, to make 
vp tie time lost, after the order giving the twelve hours au- 
ditional. These facts came under my personal Knowledge 
and observation in frequently passing over the road in sta- 
ges and otherwise at the time.’ 

Mr. Brown, in his deposition marked exhibit No. 4, says: 

“Thai in the contract of R. C. Stovckton & Co. for tans- 
porting the mail between Baltimore and Washington city 
and Wheeling via Frederick, Cumberland and the national 
road, the contractors, for certain allowances of Compensa- 
tion, obliged themselves from Jauuary 1, 1832, to run the 
nail through in two days in summer, and im two and a half 
days in winter, from Baltimore to Wheeling; or in four days 
from Baltimore to Cincinnati in summer, aud four anda 
half days in winter; that whilst they were performing the 
service at this rate, it was shown to the post office depart- 
ment thatthe government itself, through the war depart- 
ment, had broken up a part of the road for the purpose of 
making repairs on the same, by means of which it became 
impracticable, without immense loss ayd danger, to run in 
that times; and that the contractors, in essaying to Keep up 
the full speed, bad broken and destroyed several coaches, 
and putin jeopardy the lives of the passengers and drivers; 
that the postmaster general, in consideration of the obstruc- 
tion having been oceasioned by the government itself, con- 
ceived it but equitable, an the partof the departinent, to 
allow the contractors so much time beyoud the two and two 
and a half days, as to enabie them to carry the mail through 
with the same labor and expense that would have been re- 
quired for performing the service in the two and twoanda 
half days, ifthe obstructions had votexisted. With this view 
the time was extended, to what period Ldo not recollect, 
but several hours additional time were allowed, [ believe 
fiom six to twelve hours. This additional time [ know to 
have been allowed, purely on account of the obstructions 
which the government had occasioned, and it was mtended 
to be more than equivalent to the delays whieh such ob- 
structions necessarily occasioned. The postinaster general 
so expressed to me atthe time, and never intimated an in- 
tention or thought of diminishing their compensation on ac- 
count of it.” 

The concurring testimony of both these gentlemen is con- 
firmed by the schedules, which extend the time at various 
periods between the 22d of December, 1832, and the dist 
December, 1835, from six to thirteen hours, beyond the two 
and twe anda half days which were called the increased 
speed for winter and summer, 

Ihave been more particular in quoting the testimony on 
this pointat large, becanse the time of the ‘inereased speed”? 
being thus prolonged, it has thus been confounded with the 
“improved speed” proposed in the original bid, and inserted 
in the contract (exhibit No. 1), which was two and a half 
davs for transportation of the mail between Baltimore and 
Wheeling; and it has in consequence, itis presumed, been 
alleged, that the “increased speed”? was not continued after 
the year 1833, because after that year no sp. d greater than 
two and a half days between Baltimore and Wheeling was 
required by the schedules, which was the “improved speed’? 
proposed inthe original contract. Bat it has appeared to 
me, that the same equitable considerations which induced 
the late postinaster general to add twelve hours to the time 
of ‘“nereased speed,”? would, if the proposition of December 
1831, had never been made, have intuced him to allow 
twelve additional hours for the “improved speed,?? making it 
three days, instead of two and a half. E bave therefore 
considered jhe time of two days and six hours, and two and 
a half days, in summer, and two days and nineteen hours, 
or three days, in winter, in which the mail was carried at 
different periods, after the road was broken up between 
Baltimore and Wheeling, as “increased speed,?? within the 
equity of the stipulation of December 23, 1831. 

if any more testimony were wanting to show that *in- 
creased speed,” by agreement with the department, was 
two and a half and three days, or nearly so, in summer and 
winter, alter the 3d of October, it is furnished by the ac- 
knowledgment of the present postmaster general bimselt, 
who, in bis report, says: “In September of that year, the 
contractors produced proofs, that in consequence of the 
Comberland road being broken up for repairs, it was scarce- 
lv possible, and not at all safe, to run atthe speed of two 
days. In consequence, they were, on the 3d of October, 
1839, allowed two and a hall days each way; and on the 22d 
December, they were allowed two days nineteen hours, 
going ont, and two days twenty hours, returning.” 

These schedules, after this time, conformed to the “in- 
creased sperd”’ thus extended by agreement of the depart- 
ment, as an equivalent for the delay oecasioned by the 
breaking up of the national road for repairs; and instead of 
serving for proof (as the postmaster general contends) that 
no “increased speed? was performed by the contractors 
after the 3d October, 1832, they on the contrary prove that 
increased speed, in the meaning of the parties, was perforn- 
ed throughout the whole time claimed from the Ist January, 
1834, to 31st December, 1835; and thus the whole reasoning 
of the postmaster general, derived from the schedules, falls 
to the ground. 

The postmaster general says, that “it appears from the 
hooks and files of this department, that from the Ist of Ja- 
nuary, 1832, to about the Ist of May of that year, none of 
the improved service was performed, the mail being carried 
through in a daily line, ocenupying about three days in the 
passage, as under the old contract.”’ 

I notice this charge of want of performance merely be- 
cause it was introduced to show te exorbitancy of my 
awards. With this view of the subject, all that is necess:t- 
ry for me to say is, that J have made no award for this ser- 
vice. No claim for these services was made by the eon- 
tractors. The suspension of pay made by the present post- 
master general went back only to the Ist of January, 1834; 
and the account of the contractors with the department, 
furnished by him, gave them credit for those services as op 
to that time. 
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For this reason, | pass over all the other remarks of the 
postmaster general, as having no bearing upon my awards, 
until he comes down to the 18th November, 1833, when an 
order of the deparinent retrenching the allowances of in- 
creased expedition and extra borses and pestillions, was 
made to take effect from the Ist December, 1833. 

The postmaster general states that the services thus re- 
trenched were never restored afterwards, nor performed; 
and in proof of it, refers to the deposition of major Hobbie, 
assistant postmaster general, and Mr. Suter, pay clerk, who 
stated that major Barry, about a year anda half after the 
restoration of the allowances, as claimed by the contractors, 
said thathe did not intend to restore the allowances re- 
trenched in November, 1833. 

But the following depositions aa to what Mr. Barry said 
atthe time of making the restorations, and his own letter, 
prove conclusively that there has been :ome misapprehen- 
sion of what Mr. Barry said, or that his own memory was 
defective; and show that a restoration was actually made. 

A deposition of the honorable Andrew Stewart of, Penn- 
sylvania, late a member of congress, who in a certificate, 
sworn toby him says: 

**] certify that shortly after the order of the post office de- 
partment, suspending or discontinuing the increased speed, 
postilions and aecond line, on the line from Washington and 
Baltimore to Wheeling, I bad an interview with the post- 
master general, Mr. Barry, on the subject, in which | re- 
monustrated against the order, and represented the import- 
ance of continuing the speed and other lacilities, on this most 
important line of communication to the west; he concurred 
iu my Views, explained the causes which produced the or- 
der, and concluded by saying they should be restored, and 
especially ifsuch was the desire (as | supposed it to be) of 
the western members of congress generally. Some time af- 
terwards | again called and presented him a letter, signed 
by some twenty or thirty members, urging the continuance 
ofthe facilities, and the pay for the same; he then said dis- 
tinctly, that it should be done; that the speed, postillions 
and second line, on this route, with the compensation, should 
be continued, and that | might so inform the contractors, 
which | did accordinglu. IL mentioned that at my suggestion, 
and perhaps some others, the contractors had never inter- 
mitted the speed, the employment of postillions, &c. in con- 
sequence of the suspension, and that the. compensation 
ought pot to be affected by the order. He said itshould not. 
] alterwards got a number of other names to the letter, which 
increased the number of members to between seventy and 
eighty, which [ believe was filed in the office, as evidence 
to justify the department in the restoration and continuance 
ofthe facilities and speed above meutioned on the route. 

‘The promise and order of the postmaster general was 
positive and distinct that they should be restored; that they 
should not be affected by the order of suspension or discon- 
tinuance, and that he aulhorised me to so inform the contract- 
ors, which I did.’? 

The next proof to the pointunder consideration is the copy 
ofa letter from major Thomas D. Carneal to the honorable 
Amos Kendall, to which is annexed bis oath before a magis- 
trate, and is as follows: 

Baltimore, May 3, 1825. 

“Sir: In December, 1833, on my way from the west to 
Piriladelphia, Mr. Stockton, of Uniontown, made known to 
me that the postmaster general bad suspended the extra al- 
lowance on thatroute, ‘That owing to the increased weight 
of the mails, the contractors could not, without ruin to them, 
continue the extra line or teams, and extra postillions placed 
on the route, then necessary to transport the mails. Having 
noticed between Wheeling and that place the great weight 
of mails, | advised Mr. Stockton to continue the extra teams 
and postiliion horses until a full representation of the facts 
could be made to the department, and a decision had, as to 
the restoration of the order, made, placing, or rather re- 
quiring the extra teams, &c. On the route. As an induce- 
ment for Mr, Stockton to adopt the advice given, I promised 
him, that on my arrivalin Washington, | would make a full 
and fair representation of the facts, and immediately ap- 
prise Mr. R. Stockton of this city of the result. At once, he 
determined to adopt my advice, and let no exertion, on his 
part be wanting, on the ground of expense, until a decision 
could be had. 

I reached Washington about the 10th of January, and on 
the next day after my arrival, made known to major Barry 
the peculiar hardship and difficulties the contractors on that 
route had to contend against. He admitted the fact, but 
hesitated as to the power of the department to grant the re- 
lief. After much conversation on this subject, he referred 
to major Hobbie, who was called in, and to whom I was in- 
troduced by him, and the substance of the conversation had 
between us, made known to him. With major Hobbie, | 
had several interviews, and was shown by him a recom- 
mendatory letter fiom sixty or seventy members of congress, 
urging upon the department the restoration. To aid me in 
this, [called on col. R. M. Johnson and major Eaton: we 
met atthe room of the postmaster general, and the subject 
was taken up, fully discussed, and resulted in the restora- 
tion of the original order, making the extra requisition with 
the allowances then paid by the department for such extra 
service, prior to the suspension order. Tam, &e. 

THOS, D. CARNEAL. 

Amos Kendall, P. M. G. 


Sworn to before RICHARD SIMMES, J. P. 

The next documentis the deposition of the rev. O. B. 
Brown, chief clerk to Mr. Barry, who from his official situa- 
tion, would be more likely to be acquainted with his views, 
intentions, and acts, than any other person. As this depo- 
sition contains other matters, [ submitat present that part of 
it only which relates to the restoration of the allowances 
retrenched. The extractis as follows, viz: 

** Towards the close of 1833, the postmaster general direct- 
ed a great many retrenchiiments to be made in mail routes, 
which would diminish the pay of contractors. The retrench- 
ment of services was to take place from the lstof December, 
1833, and of pay, from the lst of January, 1834. Among 
those, this route of Stockton and Co. was to undergo some 
retrenchment, but to what amount [ do not distinetly recol- 
lect. Soon after this order was given, the postmaster gene- 
ral expressed to me great reluctance to interrupt the progress 
of this great western mail, as it would cause much excite- 
ment, and he added a wish that they might continue the 
service, and stated that ifthey did so, he should pay them 
for it. He appeared to be much concerned for this route, 
and always showed more than ordinary feeling when speak- 
ing of it, as he regarded it as the great artery of circulation 
for all the great west. Soon after this, again, | do not re- 
collect the time, but I believe it was in the beginning of 
January, 1834, he told me that he had determined to restore 
the whole of what had been retrenched on this route, and 


expressed much satisfaction to learn that the contractors 
were continumg the service. He remarked that it was a 
very delicate subject, for if it should be Known that he had 
restored one route, he should be borne down with applica- 
tions from every part of the union; but that the public mind 
evidently calied loudly for this restoration, and he had de- 
termined to make it, and wished to do it in such a way as 
would be least likely to be known to others. 1 do not pre- 
tend to repeat his words, but such was the substance of bis 
remarks. As it did notthen belong to my division of the du- 
lies of the department, [ did not make any inquiries further 
on the subject. Whathe said tome on this subject, was 
purely spontaneous, and without any inquiries on my part. 
Hie observed, that many members of congress had made 
strong applications for the restoration, and that from the re- 
presentations made, there appeare-1 to be a very extensive 
feeling on the subject, which made it his duty to grant the 
restoration “fof the allowances which had been retrenched.”’ 

The last document is a letter written by major Barry him- 
selfto Mr. Stockton, the 2d of Febrnary, 1834, and is in the 
following words, viz: 

February 2, 1834. 

My Dear sip: | have received yours of the 31st. It was 
intended to direct you to continue improvements already on 
the road to Wheeling as indispensable; the form of the order 
does not perhaps meet the case, and it will be important for 
you to be present when it is done, but this need -not hasten 
your visit to Washington, to the neglect of other important 
engagements and can be finally adjusted hereafter. I would 
say more, but the subject is a delicate one, that can better 
be arranged by personal converse. Be assured of my dispo- 
sition to do what is just and liberal. W. T. BARRY. 

R. C. Stockton, esq. Baltimore. 

These documents, which relate both to “increased speed”? 
and extra horses and postillions, left no doubt in my mind 
that the allowances retrenched in the fall of 1833, were re- 
stored; that the restoration was communicated by the au- 
thority of the late postmaster general to the contractors, and 
induced them to continue the services which they, in conse- 
quence of the expectation of their restoration, had in fact 
never intermitted, while retrenchment was actually in force. 

But the postmaster general asserts that the allowances 
retrenched were not only not resiored, but the services not 
performed either before or after the Ist of April, 1835. 

That they were restored has already been fully proved by 
the oaths of Mr. Stewart, major Carneal, the rev. O. B. 
Brown, and a letter in the hand writing of Mr. Barry him- 
self, which have been copied on the foregoing sheets: and 
that the services were continued from the Ist of January, 
1234, to the 3lst December, 135, is established beyond con- 
troversy by the oaths of no less than seven witnesses, viz: 
7€0, 3. Evans, James P. Carlton, James Workman, Win. 
Hart, R. L. Barry, and Daniel Moretand, and the certificates 
of nineteen other witnesses, to wit: J. C. Simonson, An- 
drew Stuart, Matthew Allen, Thomas Sloan, Samuel Evans, 
John Campbell, John A. Sangston, Henry Bevans, William 
McMillan, R. Bunting, James Stoddard, jr. Thomas Thistle, 
James Stoddart, James Black. J. Huddleston, James C. 
Wright, Mr. Thorbury, John Kelly and James Workman.* 
All the persons above named are postmasters, tavern keep- 
pers, and other respectable residents on the national road, 
and of course occupying the very situations which best qua- 
lified them to be exact witnesses, and their depositions and 
certificates were laid by me before the postraster general, 
that he might produce testimony to rebut their evidence, if 
to be tound in bis department. The only papers | now re- 
collect to have been produced, as they have all been with- 
drawn, which were entitled to the name of evidence, werea 
bundle of schedules, allof which went to confirm the per- 
formance of “increased”? speed agreed to by the department 
on the 3d October, 1832. 

This mass of evidence} produced entire conviction in my 
own mind, and acting judicially, [ felt myself bound by it, not- 
Wilstanding the new rule of evidence indicated in the follow- 
ing sentence, which is contained in the postmaster general’s 
letter of the 29th September, 1836, marked C. and is in the 
following words: 

‘| informed yon, that the department was not aware, by any 
evidence furnished to it, that those services were continued 
from the Ist April to the 3lst December, 1835, and this 
froma department which claims to understand its own business, 
was co-widered by me tantamaunt to a direct ussertion, that 
the services had not been performed ”? 

I have a high opinion of the laborious industry and atten- 
tive supervision of the postmaster general over all the 
branches of business under his charge; but | could not, act- 
ing in a judicial capacity, reverse all the known roles of 
evidence, admit a declaration of a want of information re- 
specting aservice under his superintendence, to set aside 
positive evidence, given under oath, by unimpeached wit- 
nesses, many of them personally known to myself to be 
highly respectable, without allowing to the postmaster gene- 
ral the attribute of omniscience. The force of testimony, 
which would arise from such an attribute, can only be given 
by an act of congress, making a negative declaration of the 
postmaster general to ontweigh the affirmative testimony of 
the most respectable witnesses under oath. 

The postmaster general, by his report, has endeavored to 
make on your mind the impression that I have violated the 
law, and disregarded all reason in my action on the facts. 
He has weakened the high authority by which my construc- 
tion of the act of congress was sustained, by an unfounded 
imputation of unfairness in the manner of asking the attor- 
ney general’s opinion, and concealed from you the ample 
testimony under oath on which my decisions were made, all 
of which was laid before, and known to him. [ will not 
imitate this example of injustice. I decline, sir, while I 
lay before you the most positive proofs onthe oath of unim- 
peached witnesses, utterly irreconcilable with the posiiive 
declarations of the postmaster general, leaving you unin- 
formed of the manner, perfectly simple and obvious lo me, 
by which these declarations may be reconciled with sinceri- 
ty, though not with accuracy, at least so far as respects ‘in- 
creased speed”? His error consists in not considering ‘in- 
creased speed,?? which was originally two days.in summer, 
and two anda half days in winter, to have been increased 
twelve hours, as an equivalent for the delay occasioned in 
the national road being broken up for repair by the govern- 
ment, by an agreement between the contractors and the de- 
partment. This is fully proved by the depositions of the 
hon. Andrew Stewart, and the rev. O. B. Brown, as ia 
shown in the foregoing pages, where their testimony is 
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*See my letter to postmaster general, Sept. 27, 1836. 
¢These documents are too long to be spread on the face of 
this answer. but are sent with it marked exlubits, Nos. 10, 
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spread at large, and admitted by the Present pos 
general in bis repert to you, without however adver atl 
the necessary consequences of that admission, ling 4 
port he says: “in September of that year? (1832) ihe. 
tractors produced proofs thatin consequence of the @ 
land road being broken up for repairs, it was scarcely 
ble, and notat all safe, to run at the speed of two d 
consequence they were, on the 3d of October, allowed .. 
and a balt days each way, and on the 22d of Decen| ; ne 
were allowed two days nineteen hours going ou ina 
days twenty hours returning.2?— And the schedules ty,. 7 
time to the 3lst December, 1835, with small Variations 
conformed to this extended time—aud instead of Provir a 
the ‘fincreased speed’? thus extended, was not Meh 
prove directly the contrary. And the continuance of ue 
pay, up to the present postmaster general's ACCESSION | - 
department, shows conclusively that the understay O the 
the department, until that time, was conformable , 
above views; and ifthe schedules are considered. nl 
pose they are, the orders of the department, they tell 
conformity to this view, and of course are rec oncilable ye 
the actnal performance of the services for which | hevell 
lowed, not only up to the time the present POstm 7 
general came into office, but afterwards until the 3) 
cember, 1835. 

The postmaster general had the power to suspend thr 
services after he came into office; and aware of thy). bitin 
making the award, I inquired of him by letter of the aa 
September, 1836, (marked exhibit, No. 17), whether |, 7 
exerted this power. He answers, ‘that not considering 
services for which the allowances by the late POStniast, 
general were suspended in the accounts of Mesars, Stock 
ton and Stokes, or Richard C. Stockton, on the routes fren 
Baltimore and Washington to Wheeling, as ever legally an 
thorised, the department has given no notification 10 thee 
gentlemen to discontinue those services, olber than decln 
tng to pay for them on the ground stated in the Papers hoy 
before you.”? a 

The third claim presented by the contractors was for fy 
per cent. on all their pay, in consequence of the increase 
weight of the mails. 

Of this claim, the postmaster general says: 

“To the undersigned, the filly per cent. allowance yy, 
pears to have been equally without consideration from |p. 
ginning to end.”? 

Ile says, also: 

“That there is abundant proof that they [the mails] wee 
never a load for one four horse post coach daily.” 

Op this subject I state in my report that, 

_ “Tt appears to be fully proved that, in consequence of \\p 
increased expedition with which the mail was carted 
the route from Balumore to Wheeling,* the heavy mails \y 
the wert, from the north and east beyond Philtadelpiyy, 
which had before 1852 been carnied on the route trom Py. 
ladelphia to Pittsburg, were drawn, upon the route try 
Baltimore to Wheeling. That at the period when the co. 
tract was nade, the mail from Baltimore and Washingi 
to Wheeling averaged in weight about 100 pounds.¢ Tix 
fair interpretation of the contract (being the meaning 
tertained at the time of making it by both contracting pu: 
lies) is, that the contractors were to carry a mail, such asi 
Was at the time of entering into the contract, with such of 
dition thereto as should arise out of the natural growth ¢ 
the business of the country. But in the case under coy: 
deration, there was a sudden inerease from 100 pounis\ 
2,000 pounds, which could not be accounted tor, trom gr 
dual and natural augmentation, but was attributable only» 
the causes above mentioned. Such an increase could wi 
have been anticipated, and was not, therefore, in the co 
templation of the parties when ths contract was made- 
Justice required, therefore, an additional allowance of cow 
pensation for services in transmitting the mail which ba 
thus increased from ten to twenty-fold. 

“The contractors propose to the postmaster general, is 
the month of March, 1833, to make the requisite increase / 
their means Of transportation, and apply for an addition 
allowance of 25 per cent. on their pay, to cover the expel 
ses.$ The postmaster general directed that the servic 
should be required, but suspended a decision on the crv 
pensation. Further expericnce taught the contractors lil 
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is 
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Y poss), 
ays, | 


PErlOr 
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st De. 


/ 25 per cent. increase of compensation would not coverlit 


increased expenditure; and in the beginning of June follow 
ing, they asked, instead of 25 per cent. for an additions i 
lowance of 50 per cent, which was granted by the late pos 
master general, from the beginning of the coutract, aud tit 
necessary instructions were given to the treasurcs and 
pay clerk.?? 

In support of their claim as above stated, the claim 
laid before me the statement of the predecessor of the prt 
sent postinaster general, oue of the documents which | st! 
With my report to congress, and is marked exhibit No. 
and also that of his chief clerk, the rev. O. B. Brown, a! 
Other depositions and certificates to establish the facts alii't 
detailed, which directly contradicts the statements mate 
the above extracts from the postmaster general’s report lo 
you. The former is as follows: ; 

“The first suspersion has reference to an allowance! 
50 per cent. on their compensation for transporting |! 
mail from Wasbingion and Baltimore to Wheeling. 7! 
allowance was made by me about the beginning of Juit, 
1833. The testimony which wag received in relation to ll 
weight of the mail showed, that at the time of entering!’ 
the contract, (the latver part of 1831, to commence Janu 
1, 1832), the average weight of the mail from Baltimore" 
Wheeling was about eighty or a hundred pounds, but *°° 
after the contract commenced, it increased to more tii! 
twenty hundred pounds. About the same time, the govel 
ment itself broke up a considerable portion of the Cum" 


land road, preparatory to its repair, by which means!" 


rendered exceedingly difficult to travel with any degree” 
rapidity. These were circumstances unforeseen and ulah 
licipated when the contract was made, and the change” 
the condition of the road was effected by the governme!! 
without the agency of the contractors. It was obvi0 
therefore, that a line of stages could not carry upwards !! 
ion weight of mail, besides seven passengers, (the name! 
stipulated in their contract), and travel at the regu!” 
speed under any circumstances, and especially in the i!" 
dated state of the road; and to divide the mail so as  ° 
ry half of it in the slow line provided for, would prod 
great confusion and general discontent. The slow line “0 
been provided for the purpose of supplying the small int! 
mediate offices, and to send by it any part of the great & 





*Vide report Il. R. No. 103, page 64, &e, 
{See ethibits, Nos. 24, 25, 26 and 27, 
{See exhibit, No. 28, 
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DStinagy i cause such a part to be delayed in its progress. The ; I will spread before you no more of the testimony respect- | the time $15, and part $16, &c. The average, however, 
ering aso of the mail was, therefore, such as to require a| ing the propriety of this allowance of 50 per cent. and of | would, we think, for the whole four years, be $16. 

D that te <4 oreater service than was contemplated when the con- | the increased weight of mails, but content myself with re- | Twelve passengers per pay would be, atgi6 192 

he sen # was made, OF than the contract itself required; and it} ferring to the depositions of Moore N. Falls, R. L. Barry, | Multiply by 365, the number of daysina year, 365 

Cums, ict vious that the whole of that mail could not be trans- | Richard McCiure, James P. Carleton, Thomas D. Carneal, a 

HY toe, as ‘ under the @ontract, as it existed, without heavy | and Jacob Rohr, marked exhibits 19, 21, 25, 26, and 37. 960 

ays, we which must result in ruin to the contractors. It The last point to be considered respecting the claims aris- 1152 

Wed ty a these circumstances that the allowance of 50} ing out of contracts, respecting the Baltimore, Washington 576 

Mbery,, E coak, was made to the contractors, for giving such in- | and Wheeling route, has reference to the reasonableness of 

itnd ty, Cad expedition to their slow line, and for furnishing | the allowances made. This, [ am of opinion, is as clearly making the amount of $72,080 

OMY thoy sh additional stock of horses on both lines, as to carry | established as the performance of the services. The sum | which the government would have to pay on the foregoing 
MIS, Wrip » whole mail through in the time required, : allowed appears to be large; butit is to be recollected that | principle for increased weight alone, withoutany increase of 
DVI ti «The proposition to perform this increased service for ad-| t+ claims established for the increased speed, and extra | speed or responsibility, or fines for tajlures. The amount at 
loti nsation, was made by the contractors in the | horses and postillious, extend through two years; and that | this time (November, 1836) paid by a passenger or other 


sional compe ‘ 
e of 4, ring of 1833, when they were directed to continue the 
} - 


ON 6 thy rice; bul the decision as to the amount of compensation 
Anding y rit was suspended tll June, 1833, when 50 per cent. was 
He tg lhe owed. ' : ie ‘ 

AS T yp “Phe form observed in making decisionsin all such cases, 
Show as to write upon the outside of the file of documents rela- 
able With eto such -ases, OF Upon Its envelope, my decision, and 
| have gy nd it to the superintendent of mail contracts, by whoi it 
DStM Ast as communicated to the division of finance and noted on 


Slot Dy e contract. In this case the superintendent, major Elob- 
o. was absent, and [ was about leaving the city for Ken- 


TH thogp eky before his returns I therefore wrote my decision, as 
18, bt fp yal, on the envelope, making the allowance, and handed 
F the oy 1) the treasurer of the department, and directed him to 
Pr lie bag ake the payments accordingly. This was about the be- 
Critg the nning of June, 1833. This order being given to the trea- 
SUM wer, he was directed to hand itto major Hobbie, if [ did 
8. Stock, return from Kentucky; butin the event of my returning, 
MES from bon tie paper was to be returned tome. [t was returned; 
Lally ay, 1 in the multiplicity of business connected with the de- 
10 they artment, this matter Was lost sight of, and did not come be- 
N declip. ye me again until an opinion had obtained that the ac- 
PUTS how punts of the contractors were overdrawn; certain credits, 


, appeared, were omitted. This original paper was then 
§ for fit pugit for, and being found umongst my papers, was handed 
NCreased » major Hobbie.” 
The statement, under Oath, of the rev. O. B. Brown, at 
at time chief clerk, is as follows: 
NCE ap. “Siockton and Stokes entered into a contract with the 
TOM |p. peneral post Office in the autumn of 1831,* to transport the 
>i] between Baltimore and Washington city, via Frede- 
ee ck, Hagerstown, Cumberland and Washington, Pa. to 
ils] were Theeling, for four years, beginning Ist January, 1832.— 
‘hen this contract was made, the fact was known that the 
; verage weight of the mails did not exceed one hundred 
2€ OF ihe unds on this ronte. 





rried oy “With this weight the contractors proposed to give greater 
Hails Wy pedition to the route, which proposal was accepted; but 
el pita, wy soon discovered that, in consequence of the increased 
att Phi. ‘pedition, mails whieb had formerly travelled westward by 
ae tro her routes came on this, and the weight transported rose 
the co om less than one hundred pounds to two thousand pounds 
sbington nd upwards, and, in consequence of these difficulties, an 
eT Tilt crease Of the means of transportation also became neces- 


| 1. For forty to forty-four postillion horses, twenty 


| 


| 
| 


TANG tt ary. This produced a complaint to the posimaster general, 
INE pit fihe unexpected burthen, and compensation was asked | 
UCH si rsuch inerease of expenditure, &c. The means of trans- | 
Ch irtation intended and contemplated for the original weight 
rowlh ot being at all adequate for the transportation of the in- 
daar: eased weight, at any thing like a rate of speed desirable to 
MU bts te ve department aud the community. When these facts | 
om gm ere communicated to the postmaster general, he directed | 
tects i continuance of the service, assuring the contractors 
mild wl it they shou!d be compensated for any additional and un- 


ié COME xpected labor and expense thus thrown upon them, bat 


1p . . ~ : ° 
MAG’ BeBe atthat time fixing any rate of compensation, or acting | 
(1 CO A Oficially on the subject. The contractors deferred pressing 


ch ite subject of compensation until alter they ascertained 


hat would be to them the fair average rate at which they | 


eral, in 


wld maintain the additional labor; and in June, 1833, they | 
¥ ' 


as { phe ny ° Py 
rease ( sked of ihe postmaster general 50 per cent. upon their | 


ational 


ail pay, as a fair compensation for the increased labor and | 


CApee: Xpense, and this, of course, to relate to the commence- | 


services 


er rie labor had begun. The postmaster general, having 
neal - + heed goat inquiries, determined that for the additional | 
fullows 4 ond expense incurred by the contractors, 50 per cent. | 
‘tonal to their former mail pay should be allowed, to | 
nag. ke effect fram the beginning of the contract. "The pot 
es a nagia general cudorsed this order for allawance on the pa- 
as a sin his department, and ordered the treasurer of the post | 
. elo pay over these amounts to the contractors, and | 
imanit ot ata the treasurer has regularly oheyed; and the | 
ne ptt a tors have received the amount of this allowance up 
eal Ry armas pani of the present postmaster general. 
No, 3 10m the close of the year 1833, sundry retrenchments 
a re made by the postmaster general on this and other 
ee "tracts, but this allowance of 50 per cent. Was never re- | 
eiei Spits dass the service ordered to be discontinued; or if 
port ¥ ey, ‘eter veneral ever intended to discontinue it, he 
HOt inforin the eontractors of the same, nor the trea- 
nce of dy a department, but the contractors continued to | 
ng the aes fe service, and the treasurer of the department 
“Th ae Bar Pay pay them the 50 per cent. up to the close of 
r June “Ita oe administration of the department. ; 
‘to the Ti of ae that when the postmaster general decided in 
vg ini x he. ing this allowance, in June, 1833, and directed 
anual) mg RF of his department to pay the same, his assist- 
‘ore 1) an ayer ' obbie, est.) wha superintended that division of 
1 s00! I 0 “portation of the mail, was absent from the city, and 


Postmaster general was about to absent himself, but he 


. than ade © . “ 
— Ole the allowance in the usnal form, by writing upon the 
averi pe Velone < 


her ay ag 
ave .. tpt ae is allowed;? and this document he left 
ree MMreetoq asurer as his authority for paying the same, but 
vnat: Meammh on ta Betas to retain it till he, the postmaster general, 
nge Ol t to hies tab -” the seat of government, and then to hand 
ment is informatio, passed over to the assistant (Mr. Hobbie) for 
vious Oly eheeae as was usual in such cases. ! 
is Of Bears thay ‘ quence of this accidentai ctreumstance, I ap- 
wl BR On tracts i¢ allowance was not placed to the credit of the 
uit Dine of the in the books of the department, until the begin- 
filapr Aly Made —— year 1835, though the payment was regu- 
) cal ah a postmast them by the department, It also appears that 
aduce nee at the ieeneres had intended to retrench this allow- 
e had e had da Close of 1833, and was under an impression that 


jnter ONtract ne so, but that all difficulty between bim and the 
1 wel Pntractors On this point was settled between him and the 
— io the who? by the postmaster general formally restoring it 


R599 ole time, about the last of March or first of April, 
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*3ce er! ibj 
P exhibit No, 47. 


eat Of their contract, very shortly after which this in- | 








Of the document containing the application ‘the | 
" PI | is clearly proven to have been upwards of 2.008 pounds; but 





for the 50 per cent. allowance forthe transportation of mails, 
which had increased from circumstances not in the contem- 
plation of the parties when the contract was made, at least 
twenty fold, extends through four years. ‘The time allowed 
me for making this report, compels me to restrict myself to 
merely laying before you the deposition of one of the wit- 
nesses On this subject, and making refereuce to the deposi- 
tions of the others. 

The deposition of Moore N. Falls, a gentleman known to 
me to be highly respectable and intelligent, is in the follow- 
ing words, viz: 

** Maryland, Allegany county, lo wil: 

‘Before the subscriber, a justice of the peace in and for 
said county, personally came M.N. Falls, merchant in Cum- 
berland, who, being duly sworn, did depose and say, that he 
has been doing business for the national road stage company 
for the last five yeare, and has been intimately acquainted 
with their accounts and operations, and has attended per- 
sonally to nearly all their settlements from 1831 to the pre- 
sent time. hat atthe time of taking the contract of 1831 
and 2, the weight of the mail on this road between Baltimore 
and Washington, did not average more than from 150 to 200 
pounds; that shortly after the department ordered an in- 
crease of speed on this ronte, the mails increased to upwards 
of 2,000 pounds daily. That in consequence of the increase 
of speed and the great weight of mails, it became necessary 
to put postillion horses and riders at all the mountains on the 
road, in order to ascend the mountains with speed. [should 
also have mentioned thatthe company ordered that the pas- 
sengers in the mail should be reduced from ten to six each 
way, making a difference of eight passengers each trip, and 
very frequently they have been obliged to turn every pas- 
senger ont of the stage in order to insure its arrival in time 
to save the mail. It also rendered it necessary to put on a 
second line at the same speed. 

“In consequence of this increase Of speed, and a very 
rough road, the destruction of horses and coaches was very 
much increased, at least from forty to sixty per cent. and 
coaches three to one. 

“The following he considers a fair and reasonable estima- 
tion of the increased expense and losses by said company in 
consequence of the increased speed, and the greatly increas- 
ed weight of mails: 


to twenty-two riders, with harness, &c. per an- 
num, $11,500 

2. For reduction of passengers from ten to six each 
way, would be eight per day; but to take the ave- 
rage, he would think that five passengers a day 
would be about the loss. Five passengers $13 
each, for one year, 

3. Fifty per cent. increased expenses On horzes, of 
which there are about 400; average cost about $75, 
afier allowing thirty-three per cent. for the gene- 
ral loss on horses in staging on this route; seven- 
teen per cent, would be a low estimate for the in- 
creased loss, 

4. On account of the destruction of coaches as be- 
fore stated, three for one, whichis not a large al- 
lowance, When he has known as many as three 
coaches broken all to pieces in one trip with the 
great weight of mails, which, as has sometimes 
been ascertained, to weigh 3,800 pounds. The 
average cost of coaches on the road has been 
about $10,000 per annum, as the books of the com- 
pany will show. ‘The increased expenses would 
be from $20,000 to 30.000 


$72,025 

“This ceponent would farther state that the losses of the 
company, of which be had every opportunity of knowing, 
was increased at least $20,000 per anotm during the whole 
of the contract: that ly the present contract, in which the 
heavy mails have been withdrawn, the company will make 
at least from fifty to seventy-five per cent. more than here- 


tofore. 
“Sworn before JNO. M. CARLETON, J. P.”? 


person for baggage from Baltimore to Wheeling, is @17 for 
every 150 pounds, and without responsibility to carrier, or 
fine for non-arrival in specified time. 


We will now contrast the amount we would be equitably 
entitled to, with the amount allowed us by the departinent 
for increased speed, postillions, and additional weight, viz: 
Amount above stated, 370,000 
Amount allowed for increased speed per an. $6,750 

Do do posti bons 9.812 

Do do increased weight 19,254 

Making in all $35,816 $35,816 
Making a saving 10 the department per year of $34,264 
That is, the government pay $34,964 Jess than individuals 
pay for like service. ‘“Ihis, however, you will readily per- 
Ceive, is nota fair statement for us. 

The following we consider the proper ground, viz: 
Amount of 1,800 pounds per day is ‘79,080 
Actual amount allowed for weight 19,254 
Annual saving to government $50 726 
on the fifty per ceut. claim. 

As additional evidence that the calculation of $16 per 150 
pounds is moderate, we will refer you to the report of the 
post office committee, (vide report of the house of repre- 
sentatives, report 103), where it is shown, under oath, that 
from 1825 to 1828 the department paid at the rate of 359 14 
for what individuals paid #18 75. 

The actual cost of postillions is shown by the evidence 
before you to be $11,379 13 perann. 
Actual amount paid by department 9,812 Uv 
Saving to department, a loss to contrac- 

tors, $1,567 13 

The actual cost of speed is almost “beyond calculation.” 
Nothing definite or exact can be arrived at. By reference, 
however, to the affidavits of R. S. Barry, Moore N. Falls 
and John C, Hull, which are before you in the case, and al- 
lowing that the actual cost of speed was about one-half of 
what itis there computed, and you will no doubt arrive at 
the conclusion that tie amount per annum was at leust 

$30,000 

Amount allowed by department 6,750 

Saving to department, a loss to contractors, per aun. $23,250 
RECAPITULATION, 

Showing the difference hetween the equitable amount and the 
amount paid by the post office department, viz: 
Department allowed toe little on weight, per aunum, $50,726 

Do. do. on postillions 1.567 
Do. do. on speed 23,250 
$75,5 13 
Or, in four years, (the contract term), $302,172 
We respectfully submit the foregoing to your consideration 
in the settlement of western claims. 
Your obedient servants, 
STOCKTON & STOKES, 
L. W. STOCKTON, 
DAN’L MOORE, 
Per L. W. Stockton. 

To. V. Mazcy, esq. solicitor of the treasury. 

Let us conclude with another calculation, to show the 
reasonableness of the allowance by Mr. Barry to Messis. 
Stockton and Stokes, by a comparison with a contract made 
by the present postmaster general with the same gentlemen. 

From several remarks in his report, the postmaster gene- 


ral appears to be of opinion, that he has aright to load a mail 
coach, if there be matter enough to do so, to such an extent 
as toexctude all passengers, though his predecessor, as ap- 
pears from his statement, marked exhibit No. 24, construed 
the seventh article of the post office contracts as reserving 
the right to contractors to carry seven passengers, and of 
course denying the right of the department so to overload the 
coach with mails as to deprive them of this privilege. 


Toial difference in favor of government 





The other deposition relating to the equity of the awards 
for increased weight of mails, is marked exhibit No, 21. 

To the above, however, [ will add a statement, made ont | 
by Lucius W. Stockton, esq. one of the contractors, caleu- | 
lating the amount he would have received of the United 
States, if he had charged them at the rate he regularly 
charges individuals, and is so clearly stated upon data al- 
ready established by incontestible proof, that every person 
may judge of its reasonableness forhimee!f.  [tisas follows: | 

November 3, 1836. 

Sir: In order to give von some further idea of what we 
would be entitled to, “on principles of equity;’’ in the set- 
tlement of our western claims now before you, we beg leave 
10 submit the following statement, viz: 

The amount of the weight of mail upon our western road 
say only 2.000 pounds 
Deduct the weight when contract was taken, 

proven to have been 100 pounds only, but 


say it was 200 pounds 





Additional weiglit per day 1.800 pounds 
under the most unfavorable calculation forus. It is arule 
on our lines, and we believe all others, to charge every pas- 
senger, or any other person, taking or sending baggage, at 
the rate of one passenger’s fare for every 150 pounds, and 
that, too, without being obliged to arrive ata given time or 
pay a fine, and also without any of the responsibilities or lia- 
bilities of carrying mails. Assaming, then, that what indi- 
viduals pay would be fair and proper data on which to found 
a claim against the government, we proceed to show that 
1,800 pounds per day would amount to twelve passengers, as 
twelve times 150 make 1,800. 

Our stage fare from Baltimore to Wheeling at the time of 








this inereased weight, was $18 75 each passenger; part of 


Without discussing this point, though I have no doubt of the 
intention of both parties, when the contract for carrying the 
mail from Washington and Baltimore to Wheeling was ev- 
tered into, let us now calculate the costto the governipent 
of carrying the mail on that route in one four horse post 
coach or mail wagon without passengers, whieh the post- 
master general says was sufficient for transporting all the 
heavy mail matterthat was thrown upon the route from 
1831 to the end of 1835. The departmentis now under con- 
tract with Messrs. Stockton and Stokes to pay them $12,000 
per annum for carrying the mail between Washington and 
Baltimore, thitty-eight miles, in a mail wagon, without pas- 
sengers. It will not be contended, that the mails on this 
route are heavier than they were on the reute to Wheeling 
in the years 1832, 1833, 1834 and 183), Deduet, then, for 
the light afternoon mail between Ba‘timore and Washing- 
ton, which can be carried ina sulky 32.000 per annum, 
though Messrs. Stockton and Stokes have a contract with 
the rail roadcompany to carry it for them for $600 per an- 
num, and $10,000 per annum will be left forthe four horse 
mail wagon. ‘he distance from Baltimore to Wheeling is 
268 miles, and from Washington to Frederick, 43 miles 
making, altogether, 311 to be travelled daily. Allowing, 
then, $10,000 per annum for the four horse mail wagon, 
without passengers, frons Washington to Baltimore, 38 miles, 
and allow fora four horse mat wagon for 311) miles, at the 
same rate and the expense per annum, will be S81.242, being 
$24,030 per annum move than all the allowances to Stockton 
and Stokes, (which were, altogether, $57,812 per annum) 
made by Mr. Barry for the Wheeling route, and for the four 
years of their contract $96,120 more than Mr. Barry’s allowe 
ances! : 

To the foregoing I will add the first award at large, as 
made by me and transmitted to the postmaster general, on 
the 12th of November, 1836. 
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% Office of the solicitor of the treasury, Nov. 12, 1836. 

Sire: tn obedience to, and ino pursuance of the authority 
of an act of congress of 2d July, 1833, eatited ‘tan act for 
the rehef of Witham B. Stokes, Richard C. Stockton, Lu- 
cius W. Stockton and Daniel Moore,” by which the solici- 
tor of the treasury is authorised and directed to settle and 
adjust the claims Of these gentemen for extra services per- 
formed by them as contractors tor carrying the mail, under 
aad by virtue of certain contracts therefor, by them alleged 
to have been made and entered into with them by William 
T. Barry, hate postmaster general of the United States, and 
for this purpose to ingutre into and determine the equity of 
the claims, or any of them, for or on account of any con- 
tracts, or addiioual contracts, with the said postmaster ge- 
neral, in which their pay may bave been suspended by the 
present postmaster general, and tomake such allowances 
therefor, as upon atullexamination of all the evidences may 
seem right according lo the principles of equity,’? [have had 
vider Consideration the claims of the said Richard C. Stock- 
ton, under the contract made on the 15th day of October, 
1831, between the said Stockton and William Neil, of Co- 
luinbuas, Olio, aod the late postmaster general, for the trans- 
portation Of the mail on sundry routes, so far as relates to 
the carrying thercolan routes 1201, 1,399 and 1,390. and his, 
the said Stoekton’s claims under the coutracts adduional 
thereto, dileged to have been entered into with the late post- 
Inaster general, on which tis pay has been su-pended by the 
present postuutster general. ‘These claims, as made by Mr. 
Stockton, are as follows, to wit: 

Ist. For inereased speed on sai three rontes from 
the Lstof January, 1°34, 10 the 3ist December, 
1855, according to the cate allowed at the post 
office department and paid for from the dst of 
January, 1832. tothe Stst of December, 1833, 
that is, $L,687 50 per quarter amounting to 

24. For exira horses and postillions on the route 
from Baltimore to Washington, from the Ist of 
January, be3d, to the 21-tof December, 1835, ace 
cording to the rate allowed and paid for during 
the two previous years—that is $2,453 per quar- 
ter, amounting bo 

Jd. ‘The jacreased weight of mails (the increase 
being from 100 tbs. to 2,000 tbs.) 50 per centum of 
$38,508, the amountoft all the payments and al- 
lowances fogetber, for serviees on the route trom 
Baltinyere to Wheeling, from the Ist January, 
1832, ll Slst December, 1635, being four years, 
at the rate of $19.254 per apnum, or 16 quarters 
at $4,813 50 per quarter, amounting to 

4th. For interest upon such sums due from the 
post ollice departinent, tbe paymentof which has 
been suspejded, 

[ have made a full examination of all the evidence tonch- 
Inv the above mentioned claims, and considered as well that 
which bas been communicated by the post office depart- 
ment, aud the secretary Of the senate, as that received from 
the Clammants, and collected by depositions, and obtained 
from published documents, and have decided that there are 
equitably due to sad Richard C. Stockton on account ot 
suid clams, the following sums of money, viz: 
For part of the first mentioned claim for extra ser- 

Vices, thatistor five quarters, Commencing with 

the Ist Jaunary, 1634, and ending on the 3ist 

March, 1035, at the rate of $1,687 50 per quarter, 

the sta ot 

Por part ofthe second claim above mentioned, that 
is, for five quarters, Commencing with the Ist 
January, 1834, and ending on the 3let Mareh, 
1835, at the rate Of $2,455 per quarter, the sum 
of 12,265 00 

TIor part of the third elaim above mentioned on ac- 
count of increased weight of mats, that is 50 per 
cent. on all payments and allowances for 13 
quarters, Commencing with the Istof January, 
1832, and ending on the 3ist of March, 1335, at 
the rate of $4,813 50 per Quarter, the sum of 























$13,500 


19,624 


77,016 


8,437 50 


62,575 00 

Making togetuer up to the Ist of April, [835, when 
the pay of said Stocktouw was suspended by the 

as present postmaster general, the totalsum of 

JT have also decided that there is equitably due to 
the said R. C. Stockton, ow account of all the 
ubove clits fur extra services for the 2d, 3d 
and 4th quarters of the year 1835, commencing 
withthe Istof April, and ending with the 3lst 

December, 1835, the further sum (atthe rate of 

*$5,715 OU per quarter), of 25,862 00 

I therefore, in pursuance Of the authority conferred ou me 
by the aforesaid act of Cougress, make allowance to the sand 
Richard C. Stockton for his said claims, toup the Bist April, 
1835, of the above sum of eighty-three thousand two hun- 
dred and seventy-eight dollars, 

And falso, by virtue of (ie same authority, make allowance 
ta -ald Stockhtou for bis said clanns for extra services, from the 
betof Apolto the Jist of December, 1835, of the said sum of 
twenty-six thousand eight hundred and sixty-two dollars. 

A elatw for interest having Veen aade, i bave pos: poned 
the consideréstion of until the equity of the other clans of 
the gentlemen named inthe title of the act should have been 
inquired into and adjusted. | have the honour, &c. 

V. MAXCY, solicitor of the treasury. 

To the hon. Amos Kendall, postmaster general U. S. 

have vow, sir, goue through the items of ay firstaward, 
aud proceed to the secoud, 

The first claim presented by the contractors, and allowed 
by me in my second award, Consisting of iwo items, was for 
the transportation of an additional daily mail from the cities 
of Wastington and Baltimore to Philadelphia, by land con- 
veyauee, for 90 days during the winter of 1833-34, requiring 
thirty teams of four borses each, at 85 per day for each 
te chen $16,200 00 
And for same service during the winter of 1834-35, 

fur 100 days, althesame rate 


83,278 00 


18,000 00 
934.200 00 

The only question oa these claims was whether the line, 
for which pay is claimed, was an additional line to those 
stipulated in a previous contract or not. 

The postmaster general goes into a long argument to show 
that there were severel lines stipnlated for in the original 
contract, same of which were run only a part of the time, 
and some notatall, but that all were paid for, and then 
says: “It would seem, that in an equitable adjustment of 
these claims, the eervices paid for, and not performed, should 











*The above sum is a clerical error—and the postmaster 
general has been requested to insert in its place 8,954. 





be taken into the account.’? But because they were not, 
he adds: ‘the solicitor seems to have entirely overlooked 
these just claims of the public, and instead of deducting any 
thing forthe very great services paid for, but not performed, 
he added, in bis equitable settlement, $1,800 to the allow- 
ances made by the former postmaster general.”? 

The answer to all these remarks is very short. The post- 
master general bas forgotten that, according to his own po- 
sition, Ehave no jurisdiction over any claims which have 
not been suspended by him, and that he has exhibited to me 
ho proofot tis having suspended from the credit of the con- 
tractors any aceount of pay reecived by them, which he now 
thinks f ought to have deducted from the claim under con- 
sideration, 

In attswer to his long dissertation to show that the claim 
in question was not for an additional service to those stipu- 
lated for in the original contract, | shall content myself with 
extracting from my report to congress my remarks on this 
subject. In that report Tsay: * [tis known, asa part of 
the history of the times, that in the winter of 1832-33, 
the editors of sundry newspapers in New York unted in 
the establishment of an eapress between Philadelphia and 
N. York, which out-traveiled the U. States mail. This eir- 
cumstance bringing reproach on the post office department, it 
Was determined by itto employ Mr. Greene, postmaster of 
Boston, and Mr. Bates, assistant postmaster of New York, 
to arrange a plan, if practicable, for a fast mail between 
Washington and Portland: whieh they accordingly dids and 
Richard ©. Stockton, by a proposal to the post office de part- 
ment bearing date of the Lith of Mareh, 1834, and marked 
exhibit No. 34, engaged to carry it between Washington and 
Philadelphia ta twenty hours. ‘This proposal was accepted 
by the late postmaster general but for want ofthe necessary 
data for calculating the expenses, ten thousand dollars were 
advanced towards it, and the amonut of ultimate compensa- 
lion was postponed for fulure consideration, hen an expe- 
riment should furomh them. 

“Arthe time of making this proposal for carrying the fast 
mail, Mr. Stockton was carrying the mailata diferent speed 
On the same reate, under a contract with the department, 
bearing date the 15th October, 1831, marked exhibit No. 36. 
There seems to be no dispute about the service which is the 
object of the present inquiry, being performed, nor of its 
being performed well. Buta question was raised, whether 
under the above mentioned contract, the contractors were 
bound to carry two datly mails between Baltimore and Phi- 
ladelphia in the winter season or not. Tf they vere, then 
they would be entitled to Compensation, as it regards the 
fast mail, not for a new line, but for an improvement of 
speed only, in one of their daily lines. If they were not 
hound to keep up two daily lines, this was an entirely sepa- 
rate and distinet service, not stipnlated for in the contraet of 
October 15, 1831, but only in the proposal of llth March, 
1833.? 

The testimony of Mr. Barry, in his Statement, marked 
exhibit No. 24, and of O. B. Brown in his letter of 10ih Ja- 
nuary, 1835, to Messrs. Stockton and Stokes, marked exhi- 
bit No. 35, leave no doubt that the distiner understanding 
between the department and the contractors in the ander- 
taking to earry the fast mailin the winters of 1833-4 and 
1034-5, between Washington and Philadelphia, was a sepa- 
rate and distinet service from that stipulated in the contract 
of October 15, 831, and therefore entitied to full compensa- 
tion for the duty performed, and nota mere additional or 
exira compensation for an increase of speed, on an estab- 
lished line. If any further document were hecessary to 
sustain this position bevend all controvesy, that document 
is supplied in the clear, able and conclusive Opinion and ar- 
gument of Roger B. Taney, now chief justice of the United 
States, marked exhibit No. 37, respecting which the late 
postmaster general, in bis statement above cited says, that 
this opinion was in perfect accordance with his. Ue ae- 
cordingly allowed for the service in the winter of 1833-4, 
the sum of $11,760 forthe ronte hetween Baltimore and 
Philadelphia, and 84,460 between Washington and Balti- 
more, making together the sum of $16,200; being at the rate 
of 36 per day for each thirty teams, of tour horses each, 
Which was the number the service required for ninety days, 
which was the length of service that winter. He also al- 
lowed the same sum for the like services in the winter of 
1834-5. 

“The fact being established, that the subject of the pre- 
sentingniry Was aservice in pursuance of a contract with 
the Jate postinaster general, and the fact of the pay under 
the contract being suspended by the present postmaster ge- 
neral being apparent from the acconnt rendered by the post 
office departinent, marked exhibit No. 31, it remains to in- 
quire what allowance for the service i- right, according to 
the principles of equity. 

It is proved by the depositions of Alexander M. Cumming, 
atthe time general agentof the line of Stockton and Siokes, 
between Battimore and Philadelphia, and of Messrs Malter 
and Seott, clerks in their offive at Baltimore, marked exhi- 
bit No. 39 and 40, and thirty teams, of four horses each, 
were employed in the transportation of the fast mail in 
question, between Washington and Philadelphia; and that 
the service continued in the winter of 1853-4 for ninety 
days, and in 1834-5, one hundred days. 

it is proved by the depositions of Charlea Goddard, N. R. 
Woodward, Hugh Cunningham, A.M. Cumming and Alex- 
ander Scott, marked exi@bits No. 41, 42, 43 and 44, that 36 
per diem for each team, especially when is taken into con- 
sideration the great destruction ef stock from bigh speed, 
bad roads and bad weather, is a reasonable rate of charge; 
applying this rate of charge to the service rendered for nine- 
ty days in 1833-4 and the amount will be $15,200, which 
Barry allowed.”’ 

“Tt appeara that the same sum was allowed for the service 
performed in the winter of 1834-5; and in directing the pay- 
tinenut of it, he says to Mr. Suter the pay clerk, ‘tallow the 
credit for sixteen thonsand two hundred dollars in confor- 
mity with the principle of the former decision, agreeably to 
the opinion of Mr. Taney.”?) This shows that his intention 
was to allow atthe same rate for the service of 1831-5, as 
he had done for that of 1833-4. As the service in the year 

1834-5 continued ten days longer than in 1833-4, justice re- 
quires if $6 per diem for each team be a reasonable allow- 
ance, (which I think it is abundantly established by the 
above depositions) that $1,800 should be added to the amount 
allowed for 1833-4, making it $18,000, which I have aecord- 
ingly awarded. [tis presumed that Mr. Barry had not the 
testimony as tothe number of days of service before him, 
or as he adopted the principle of the first decision, made a 
mistake through some inadvertence.”? 

The nextclaim allowed in my second award. ta which 
the postmaster general objects, is an account s nt by the 
postofiice department tothisoffice, The first jtem is $1,240 





——. 
for one month’s extra service in the spring of 183}, Ty, 
item was allowed by Mr. Barry in another aceouy; marked 
exhibit No. 46, all the items of which were allowed hy i 

The objections to my allowance of this item, is yoy yo” 
itis unfounded or exborbitant, but that Lave no Ray 
lion, because it arose under a contract with the hon, j.., 
McLean, in which there is no pretence that the GPntracyy, * 
pay has been suspended. i 

The last position, that the payment of this claim |yq hn 
been suspended is not correct, fora reference to the te, 
class of suspensions, in the account of the post office Pit 
partment with the contractors will s’ow that the amount 
is the same as that of the account sent me from the Dost 
office department, of which the first item is this sy), of 
$1,240, and which it herewith sent, marked as above, ey). 
bit No, 46. And if it arose under a contract with yy, 
McLean and not Mr. Barry, 1 have to remark, that the gro) 
of that faet, as there was nothing on ihe face of the ACCHUH 
to show it, ought to have been sent to this office, Which 
was not done, and in its absence I had a right to SUPPosp 
as I had called upon the postmaster general for the docy. 
ments which related to the matter submitted to me by the 
act of July 2, 1836, that the papers sent did not retare any 
thing but what was within my jurisdiction. But Suppose 
the contract was originally made with Mr. McLean, yer ei) 
as Mr. Bary al'owed the claim, that act may, Without 
great stretch of construction, be 
the contraet by him. 

As the justice of this item is pot dispnted, BE shatt yo; 
trouble vou with the View presented in iny report to shew yy, 

The principal items, however, in thts account, are saiq 
noetto be under my jurisdiction, becanse they are for Spcecal 
rervices,and not torservices rendered undera contract With 
the late postmaster general. And a partef their are said qi) 
to be under imy jurisdiction, beeanse they were not SUS prey de 
ed by the present postmaster general, but by bis predeeessye, 
As to this last assertion, there was no proof sent to yyy 
Office. That these services were rendered under a cont se 
with Mr. Barry, Pinake the following extract from my yo. 
port to congress to show. 

©The principal items of the account, consist 6f Char, 
for running two coaches instead of Oue, to transport jj. 
whole of the great mail between Baliimore and Wastiyy. 
ton, it being too large to be earried in one coach. ‘These 
Hews make up by tac the greater part of the sum of $64.3 
48, which is the last amonnt suspended, in the general qo- 
count with BR. C. Stockton, see exhibit No. 31.) Of these 
the late postmaster general makes the following remarks: 

“Phe lastease of suspension is that of allowance for 
double lines of stages from Baltimore to Washington on spe- 
cial occasions, when the maids whieh arrived at Baltimore, 
by steamboat for Washington, were too lirge and heavy to 
be broughton by one line of stages. There was nothing in 
this contract which required them to rena double dine at 
any Uime; they were required whenever it should be ordered, 
to carry three mails a dey between the two cities, as they 
were for the accommodation of passengers, running tines of 
stages at three diilerent hours of the day; buat to run twelinss 
at the snime hoor, forthe purpose of bringing the entire nail, 
was whatthey were not bound to do, and what could wot be 
done without expense to them, which their contract did not 
compel them to incur. When it was found that the mal 
Was sOmetimes 100 great to be carried in one line, (4 cr 
cumstance which had never before occurred, and which was 
not contemplated When the contract was made). the eou- 
tractors proposed to leave a part of it till their wext Tine in 
order should run. This they were prohibited from doing, 
but directed to bring the entire mail at ence, and withoutde- 
lay, Whatever force it might require, or whatsoever number 
of lines it might employ. This order they obeyed, and on 
such occasions it appeared reasonable to make the allow- 
ance; such allowance bad been made and paid tathem prior 
to the session; and the last decision was not for a mere al- 
lowance, the princip'e having heen already settled, dut it was 
rather an approval of the testimony upon which the per 
formance of the service had been established.?? See exhibit 
No. 24, 

In the statement preceding Mr. Glenn’s argument, which 
Was sworn to by the rev. O. B. Brown, it is said tit 
Messrs. Stockton and Stokes were contractors for eariy- 
ing the mail from Baltimore to Washington city. ft seme- 
times happened that the mail, which arrived by steamboat, 
at Baltimore, from Philadelphia, was so large and heavy 
that one line of stages conld not carry the whole of it to 
Washington; and the contractors proposed, in such cases, 
to leave a part of it until their next line in order should mn, 
as their contract bound them to carry the mail three times a 
day when the postuaster general shonld require it, bat i 
did not require thei to run two lines of stages at one anil 
the same time. They were prohibited, however, by the ¢-- 
partnent, from ever leaving any part of the mail, bul were 
required to carry it all at the sume time, though Wt might re- 
quire more than one line of stages to doso, With this r- 
quisition they complied, and claimed compensation for te 
additional line of stages in’ such special eases, “Phe po 
master general, about three or four vears since, allowed 
their clatin,y and made the payment. The contractors cob- 
tinued to perform the same service, whenever the weight «| 
the mail was such as to regnire it, expecting of course 10 
same allowance to have been made them, the pracy: 
having already been setted by the postmaster general, anil 
their drafts on the deourtment, whieh were aecepted ai" 
paid, were based upon conviction that these allawanrrs 
could vot be withheld; bat they were not formally admit! 
by the postmaster general til the spring of the present 
year,”? (1835), when he decided to make the allowance 
In this, as in all the preceding eases, (ameaning the extra ae 
lowances considered in the previous part of this reper’: 
“the payments have actually been made? See the accoun! 
of the post office department with Richard C. Stockte’, 
marked exhibit No. 3 

“This amount which the late postmaster general directed 
to be passed to the credit of Stockton and Stokes, amounts 
to $6.423 46, which amonnt has been suspended from ther 
credit by the present postmaster general. The same tens 
which make up this amount, are embraced in the aceon! 


‘ any 
considered an aGoption of 


containing the class of claims now under consideration 


But the latter account contains a considerable number al 
additional and subsequent charges for extra trips from Ba 
timore to Washington, of the same kind as those atlowre 
for by Mr. Barry in extubit No. 46,and whieh fF consider * 
performed ander a standing contract with the late postimna™ 
ter general, whenever the mail delivered by the steambon 
from Philade!phia at Baltimore should be too large t? ‘4 
carried in one stage, and therefore entitled to an awar 
from me, ifthe amount charged be a reasonable and equilh 
bie compensation for the service actually performed. 


N 
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“wphat the services were performed, is proved by the affi- 
ravit of Alexander M. Cutuming, (marked exhibit No. 50), 
aa jhat the charge per Wip of $20 is reasonable, is esta- 
wd by the depositions of Dennis A. Smith «nd David 
iwo experienced mail coutractors, marked extibit 
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“por the reasonableness of the amount of the allowance 


a last award, I beg leave to refer tv ducumenis marked 
ibits Nos. 46, ot) and ol. 
. The last claim which the postmaster general disputes my 
guihority to allow is that for interest, on the ground, first, 
jhat au authority to sette a claim ou equitable principles 
ps not confer authority to allow interest on such claim, 
aa specially granted; and, secondly, beCause the solicitor 
Ae nol allowed interest on the clams he has acted on, but 
vos current pay Withbeld, with which he had nothing to 


9 
lO vhether the rule as above stated is well established in 
jhe treastry departmentor not, in ordinary cases, Ido not 
epceive ito be applicable ander an act so broad as that 
guider Which my awards were made. The act directs me to 
inquire into and determine the equity of the claims of the 
coulractors on account of Coutracts with the late postmas- 
rr general, and 10 make such allowances therefor as, upon 
, fullexamination of all the evidence, may seem right and 
oper, according to the principles of equity; and as it 
would be just beiween individuals in such a case that in- 
rest should be paid, E hold it would be equally se between 
wdividuals and the government. In justice interest ongit 
ty be paid, and the calculation of interest in the manner I 
jave made it, Was Only a mode of aiming at an equitable 
result as to the damage the contractors had sustained, in ad- 
dition to the principal sum dne for theie extra services. To 
iiese Observations EF beg leave to add the view T have taken 
this point in wy report to Congress, Which ts as follows: 
[tis true, asa general rule, that the United States do 
pot pay interest Upon sums due to tidividuals, though, in 
many eases, they demand it of them. This rule is not 
based upon any idea of there being one rule of justice for 
tie government, and another for the citizen. [tis founded 
oy the idea that the government is always ready to pay its 
debts; aud if those having claims against it do vot present 
them, duly autheuticated, for payment, it is owing to their 
own negligence that they do not receive their money. They 
are, therefore, not allowed interest. But when the govern- 
ment has detained money and refused to pay il, justice re- 
quires, “pon its being ascertained afterwards What it) was 
justly due, that the government should do to its: ereditors 
what it, when creditor, requires of its debtors, and pay in- 
terest upon the money thus due for the time ithas been re- 
tained. 

“Though this general principle may be readily admitted, 
vet there was some difficulty at firstin deciding upon the 
mannerin which it ougtit to be applied in the equitable set- 
Uement of the clams in question. 

“The present postmaster general had decided that certain 
lige wiluwanees made to the claimants by his predecessor, 
were nnautborised by law; and as their amount bad already 


» 


vt 


been paid up to the lst of April, 1835, be considers it an | 


overpayment, and retains afierwards tn his hands ail the 
current pay of the Contractors, which was allowed to he te- 
gal, as it became due, atthe end of each quarter, until the 
simis thus claimed to be overpayments were reimbursed to 
the department. 

“Cougress, to whom the contractors petitioned for relies, 
passing by the question whether the allowances made by 
Mr. Barry were authorised by previous enactinents or not, 
direct that them aceounts, the United States having receiv- 
bd the benefit of their services, should be settled on princi- 
ples at equity, and referred the matter to the solicitor of 
lie treasury. That officer, on the proof laid before him, 
deciles, with some small variations, that the allawances 
Wide bv the late postuaster general were no more thana 
Justand equitable remuneration for the services rendered, 
The contractors had received theie money, but were Com- 
pelled to refund ittin the manner above stated, and they 





Presented a statement, marked extibit No. 52, of suins of | 


lilerest Whielh they were obliged to pay to sustain tiecin- 
selves afler the suspension of ieir regular dues, whielt 
‘latement is proved by the oath of their head clerk, A 
Malter, [ff the contract had been between two individuals, 
lider ke circumstances, what would a court, acting upon 
binciples of equity and sound morality, decree? Tf ts he- 
lieved that butone answer ean be made—the retuca ai tt 


' 


several sums retained, with interest from the time of reten- : 


tion,?? 

believing that the spirit and letter, indeed, of the act, re- 
Quired the adoption of the same rule, PE have, after mature 
Consideration, awarded interagt on the several quarterly 
Sins of pay whiell were vetained by order of the depart- 
Ment, from the time they respectively fell due, until the 
fleofthe award. The whole amount of the sums of ia 
terest tins awarded, was 86,501 59 to Kichard C. Stockton. 
and 8392 $4t0 Lurius W. Stoekton. See aeeount of the 
Qviterly piv of she contractors, marked exhibha No. 32, 
and the award of Novewmber 23, 1336. ‘The bitter documer: 
Sent to the postmaster ge neral onthe 93d November, 18265, 
Sshhjomned for your further information. 

O fice of the solicitor of the treasury, Nov. 23, 1836. 

Sir: In obedience to. and in pursuance of, the authority 
fan act of congress of the 2d July, 1835, entitled “an act 
fr the relief of William B. Stokes, Richard ©. Stockton, 
Licins W. Stockton and Daniel Moore, by which the soli- 
“loro the treasury is authorised and directed to settle and 
Aust the claims of these geutlemen for extra services per- 
formed by them as contractors for carrying the mail, under 
ind by Virtue of eertain contracts therefor, by them alleged 


have been made and entered into with them by Wiiliam | 


TB ry, late postmaster general of the United States, and 
he claims, or any of them, for or on account of any con- 
Tact Or additional contracts entered into with the said post- 
Master general, on which their pay may have been suspend- 
ed by the present postmaster general, and to make such al- 
lowsnees therefor aa, upon a full examination of all the evi- 
tener, hay seem right according to the principles of equity, 
, have had under consideration the claims of Riebard C 
“tockion, under a eontract with William T. farry, late 
Postinaster general, with said Srockton, in pursuance of a 
PoDositian of the latter, bearing date the 1ith March, 1833, 
fOr the lransportation of a fast mail between Washington 
and Philadelphia, on which contract lis pay has been sus- 
bended by the present postmaster general. 

ra hese Claims, as made by Mr. Steckton, are as follows, 

Wit: 

Ist. Foran additional daily mail from Washington city, 
blu “altimore, to Philadelphia, by land conveyance, for 90 


for this purpase to inquire into and determine the equity of 


| 





days, during the winter of 1833-4, requiring 30 teams, of 4 


horses, at S6 per day for each team $16,200 
2d. For hke services, being for 100 days’ service 

during the winter of 1834-5, 30 teams, at $6 per 

team 18,000 
Making together the sum of $34,200 


ing the above mentioned Claims, and considered as well 


partment, and obtained trom puble documents, as that re- 
ceived from the claimants, and have decided that there is 
equitably due to the said Richard C. Stockton, on account 
or 
suance of the authority conferred on me by the aforemen- 


said Richard C. Stockton, of the sum of thity-four thou- 
sand two hundred dollars. 


th 
l. 


w 


MD ORE 


9. 


Also for oue month in the spring of 1832 458 33 
Por furnishing arms and amiutiuition for 1831-2 76 50 
Por amount paid for boatin Philadelphia, aod 
for expenses at Davie de Grace 170 00 
For going round by Port Deposit, when the river 
“Susquehannah was impassable 294 00 
For running second coach with double mails 
from Baltimore to Washington, when the mails 
Were Loo heavy for one Coach, thirty-nine times 
during the winter of 1831, at $20 cach 7E0 00 
For the same services thirty-six times during the 
quarter ending on the 30th June, 1832, at g20 
each trip 720 00 
For the same services forty-six times, at $20 per 
trip, in the quarter coding September 30, 1e32 920 00 
10. For the same service forty-one times, ut $20 
per trip, in quarter ending 3lst December, 1832 820 (0 


ll 


12. For same forty-nine, at $20 per trip, in quarter 
2 > Y b] 4 


17 
‘. 


ending June 30, 1833 S20 00 
13. For same fithy-four times, at $20 per trip, in 
quarter endimg 20th September, 1833 1,080 00 
14. For same thirty-five times, at S20 per trip, in 
quarter ending 3lst Deeember, 1833 700 00 
15. For same five times, at $20 per trip, in quarter 
ending 3lst March, }834 100 00 
16. Por same thirty-four times, at $20 per trip, in 
quarter ending June 30, 1834 680 00 
Por same thirty-four times, at $20 pertrip, in 
quarter ending 30th September, 1834 68) 00 


18. For same twenty-nine times, at $20 per trip, in 


19. For same fourteen times, at $20 per trip, in 


quarter ending 3ist March, 1835 280 00 
Making together a total sum of $11,997 16 


tioned claims, as well that which 
by the post office department, and obtained from published 
documents, as that which bas been laid before me by the 
atmant. 
and just, with the exception of the one marked No. 6, 
amounting to $294, and do make allowance therefor to the 
said Riehard C. 
five hundred and three dollars und aixteen cents. 


cl 


had been made for interest. 


tional contracts nnder which Mr. Barry had made sundry al- 
lowances were over-payments, determined to withhold trom 
the persons named in the act of July 2d last, the sums ad- 
mitted to be due them quarterly after the txt of April, 1835, 
under their regular contracts, in order to reimburse the sums 
thus unpaid. 


t 
it 


AS dminccdent to them, that interest is equitably dae on the 
sums withheld by the department fiom the several periods 
at which they become payable, 


R 


from the account transmitted from your department, pur- 
porting to be the amauut of payments to Richard C, Sinck- 
ton on account of transporting the mail on certain rentes 
therein named, from tie Ist of April, 1835. tothe Ist of July, 
IS38, after dedueting the sum of 86,375 96. which was over- 
paid by the department on the Istof April, 1805—that is to 
Say: 


Ist. On the current pay under Stockton’s contracts 


A 


Making 


$17,773 25 
From the Ist Angust. 1835, to the 12th November, 


2, 


3. 


4. 


5. 


Making the 


inade hy your predecessor, under contract made by him with 
| Richard C. Stockton, for transportation of the mail on the, 











| have made a full examination of all the evidence touch- 


at which has been Communicated by the post office de- 


said claims, the sum of $34,200, and iheretore, in pur- 


med act of congress, | do make allowance therefor, to 


I have al-o bad under consideration sundry other claims of 
esaid Richard C. Stockton, as tollaws, to wit: 

For compensation forcarrying the anal between 
Baliimore and Philadelphiator one month during 

the spring of 1831, after the steam boats, in which 

the mail, by Contract, Was to lave been carried, 

had begun torun $1,240 60 
For compensation for mail guards for the above 


period m ssl 458 33 


. Por same thirty-nine times, at G20 per trip, ip 


quarter ending 3ist Mareh, 1833 780 60 


quarter ending 3ist December, 1834 580 00 


[have examined the evidence touching the above men- 
has been communicated 


‘The above claims | have decided to be equitable 


Stockton, of the sum of eleven thousand 


I informed you in my tetter of the 12th instant that a claim 


The post office department having decided that the addi- 


Having, in pursuance of the authority conferred on me, 
vitedin fiver of the equity of tiose allowances, il follows 


[ have therefore decided that interest is equitably due to 
ichard C. Stockton on the following sums, which appear 


for the second quarter of 1835, amounting to ~=$24,149 21 
fer deducting therefrom the balance overpaid to 
him on the Ist of April, 1835 6,375 96 


—- 


1836, being for | year, 3 months, and 12 days 1,367 94 
On same, from the third quarter of 1835, amount- 
ing to 23.594 72, from the Ist November, 1835, 
to the 12: November, 1836, being for 1 year and 
12 days 

On same. for the fourth quarter of 1835, amount- 
ing to $23,487 66, from the Ist February to 12th 
November, 1836, being for nine months and 12 


1,462 22 


days 1.103 27 
On same, for the first quarter of 1836, amount- 
ing to #18458 72, from the Ist May to the 12th 
November, 1836, being for6 months and 12 days 590 17 
On same, forte second quarter of 1836, amonnt- 
ing to $18,458 72, from the Ist Augustto 12th 
November, 1836, being for three months and 12 

313 29 


days 
total amount of interest dune RC, 
Stockton, on current quarterly pay, admitted by 
the department $4,836 &9 
Having decided in favor of the equity of the allowances 


routes from Washington and Baltimore to Wheeling, I think 

it right, according to the principles of equity, to allow him 

interest Upon the several sums so decided to be due from the 
several quarterly periods when they respectively became 
payable; thats to say: 

1. On the sum of $8,954, that became payable for 
ihe 2d quarter of 1835, on the Ist of August of 
that year, from that time to the 12ih November, 
1836, being one year, thee monihs and tweive 
days 

2. Ou the same amount that beeame payable for 

the 3d quarter of 1835, on the Ist of November 

Of that year, from that time to the 12ih Novem- 

ber, 1836, being for one year and twelve days 

3. Ou the same amount that became payable for 

the 4th quarter of 1&35,0n the Ist February, 1836, 

from that time to the 12ih November, 1836, being 

for nine months and twelve days 


$689 12 


554 90 


420 59 
Amounting to the aggregate sum of $1,664 70 
A claim for interest ou his current pay, suspended by the 
department, bay also been presented ty Lucius W. Stock- 
fon, as follows: 

Ll. On $3,481 62, the amount due him on contracts 
with William ‘T. Barry, apon the Ist April, 1835, 
fiom the Ist May, 1835, tu the 20th October, 1836, 
When principal was paid, being one year, five 
months and twenty days 

2. On $496 87, beng Cunent pay for second quar- 
ter of 1835, which became due onthe Ist Augurt, 
1835, from the Ist August, 1835, to 20th October, 
pat, bemg one year, WO months aud twenty 

ays ‘ 

3. On $478, being current pay for 3d quarter of 
1835, which became due on the lst November of 
the same year, from the Ist November, 1835, to 
20th October, 1636, bemg eleven months and 
twenty days 

4. On $478, being current pay for 41h quarter of 
1835, which became due February 1, 1836, from 
that day to 20th October, 1836, being 8 munths 
and 20 days 


$307 38 


36 41 


27 &6 


20 69 





Making a total amount of interest due Lucius B. 

Stockton of $392 34 

I have examined the evidence touching the above meu- 
tioned claims of interest, and bave decided that they are 
equitable and just, and do therefore make allowance there- 
for to the said Richard C. Stockton, of the sum of tour thou- 
sand eight hundred and thirty-six dollars and eighty-nine 
eents, opon current pay withheld; and the sum of one thou- 
sand six hundred aud sixty-tour dollars and seventy cents, 
upon the pay withheld upon the claims for allowances for 
extra services on routes between Washington and Baliimore 
from the Ist April, 1835, 10 3ist December, 1835. 

I have also examined the evidence touching the claims of 
said Lucius W. Stockton for interest, and have decided that 
itis equitable and just, and do therefore make him al ow- 
ance therefor of three hundred and ninety-two dollars and 
thirty -fourcents. | have the houor, &e. 

V. MAXCY, solicitor of the treasury. 

To the hon. Amos Kendall, postmaster general U. Stutes 

Note.—On @ revision of the foregoing awards, with a view 
10 preparing a report to congrese, | discovered that an error 
had been comnuuited in one of them, in admitting to allow- 
ance, four of the items of the contractors, marked Nos. 2, 
3, 4 and 5, on the second page of this letter to the postmas- 
ter general, who has been requested to cause the necessary 
correction to be made in it, by deducting $1,163 16, the 
amount of these items, from 11,503 16, the amount of the 
award as transmitted to the postmaster general—thereby 
making my award correspond with my report to congress. 

V. MAXCOY, solicitor of the treasury. 

Ihave now, sir, finished the defence, | feel bound to make 
of the award, which bas been so uusparingly denounced by 
ihe postmaster general. : 

In this defence T have endeavored, and [ trust successful- 
ly. to place beside my statements of fact the evidence 
which convinced iy own understanding, and which f con- 
fidently believe will satisfy all impartial minds. 

I was well aware of the prejudice which attached to the 
allowances made by the late postmaster general upon the 
claims, which it has been made my unpleasant duty to udju- 
dicate, and while the act imposing it was on its passage 
through cangress, | endeavored to get a change of the arti- 
ter they had selected, | partook myself of that prejudice, 
but I had nevertheless too much general Knowledge of the 
nature Of the claims, to be able to hide from myself the 
probability that T stiould be invelved to the undesirable con- 
flict with the postosaster general which has been forced 
upon me. My efforts to avoid the responsible task ulti- 
mately arsigne: me were however unavailing, and Congress 
chose to clothe me with the authority of an arbiter between 
that efficer and the claimants. 

On assuming the judicial functions thus imposed, I was 
Hotin-ensible to the delicacy, responsibility and danger of 
ny sitation, and in executiig the duty of deciding between 
the Claiments and the prineipal bead of a department, T en- 
deavored to purge my mind of all prejudice agaist the 
Claims of the former, and all apprehension of consequence 
from the latter—the list, a sentiment that might. had f been 
of a timid temper, have well been inspired by the pregnantin- 
timation, received in the midst of my task, and contained in 
the postinaster general’s letter, in which tie says: “1 inform- 
ed you that the department was not aware, by any evidence 
furnished to it, that those services were continued from the 
Ist April, 10 the Sl<t December, 1835. This, from a depart- 
ment which claims to understand ifs own business, was consi- 
dered by me tantumount to a divect assertion, that the ser- 
vices were not performed. What wus my surmise then, to 
find on my table the next morning your award of allowances 

for those services.”?>, Notwithstanding this menacing intima- 
tion, Which was caleniated to induce ine to allow the nega- 
tive assertions of the postmaster general to countervail the 
affirmative depositions of unimpeached witnesses, [ have, 
under the high obligations of my official oath, discharged 
my duty firmiv and in-partially; and & fearlessly court the 
scrutiny Of the senate to which you intimated your inten- 
tion to rend the postmaster general’s report and this reply, 
On this reply, sad my report to congress, 1 am willing to 
restiny repatation fora proper discharge of official duty, 
and fidelity to the interest of the country, (which interests 
well understood, can never be consistent with the denial of 
justice toes citizens), and to stand or talias a publie offi- 
cer before any tribunal, which will have the patience to make 
a thorough invesligafion. | bave the bonor, &e. 





V. MAXCY, solicitor of the treasury. 
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DOMESTIC CHRONICLE. 
Members of congress to be elected. ‘The following 
is a fist of the states that “ave yet to elect members 


of congress. 


Rhode Island, election in August, 2 
Maryiand, July, 8 
North Carolina, August, li 
‘Tennessee, do. 13 
Kentucky, do. 13 
Alabaina, do. 5 
Indiana, do. 7 
Mississippi, election in November, 2 
Arkansas, do. 1 
Michigan, do. 1 

In all, 65 


Purchase of the Chippewa coun'ry. We learn 
from the St. Louis Argus of the 30th ult. that go- 
vernor Dodge, of Wisconsin, arrived there a few 
days since, with the view of holding, in conjune- 
tion with general Smith, of Pennsylvania, a council 
with the Chippewa Indians for the purpose of pur- 
chasing that country, which is about. the sane ex- 
tent as the estates of Massachusetts, Connecticut 
and Rhode Island. ‘The inain object of the govern- 


ment is, doubtless, to secure the immense body of 


white pine growing in that region. The great im- 
portance of this acquisition to the valley of the 
Mississippi, now supplied with pine Jumber by N. 
York and Pennsylvania at extravagant prices, can 
be fully appreciated only by mechanics and build- 
ers, and a few others, who have bestowed particu- 
lar attention upon the subject. 


An Indian chief sentenced to de:th. We learn 
from the Milwaukee Advertiser, that Ash-e-co-bo- 
ma, a chief of the Menomonee tribe, was tried in 
the U.S. district court sitting in that town, third 
week in June, and convicted of the murder of Mr. 
Ellsworth Burnette, in November, 1835. ‘The 
chief was sentenced to be hung on the Ist of Sep- 
tember next. Ile heard his doom with calm indif- 
ference. Ash-o-ma,a son of the chief, was tried 
as an accompl.ce, but acqnitied. He was, however, 
convicted alterwards, of an assault with intent to 
kill James Clyman, and was fined $3900, and sen- 
tenced to jail five years. 

A boat of a novel and usefal description is about 
to be introduced on the Pennsylvania canals. Its 
object is to obviate the transhipment of goods 
which is unavoidably required fro:o the canal to the 
Portage railway over the Alleghany, and again from 
the railway to the canal. ‘he Pittsburgh Gazette 
says that the boat is so constructed, that, on its ar- 
rival at the railway, if can be divided into two 
pieces, and on regaining the canal may be speedily 
reunited. Two boats of this kind have already 
passed from the eastern to the westera division of 
he canal, one of which had about eighteen tons of 
freight. Its performance, both on the canal and 
railway, is said to have been perfectly satisfactory. 


Domestic industry. In the vicinity of Middle- 
town, Connecticut, is a nevy and flourishing estab- 
lishment for the manufacture of locks, and the va- 
rious ornaments for doors, &c. The great excel- 
leuce and beauty of the articles here manufactured, 
are such as will be likely to coinmand the attention 
of architects and builders. Argeniina is the name 
given by the manufacturer to an alioy that resem- 
bles silver, which is made into knobs and furniture 
for doors, shutters, &e. It has all the whiteness of 
silver, does not tarnish by exposure. The orna- 
ments made of this material are now greatly es- 
teemed. It will undoubtedly supersede, in a great 
measure, the use of brass furniture; and prove to 
be a cheap and elegant substitute for silver. 

[N. Y. Journal of Commerce. 


Indians. A New York paper of the 14th inst. 
says—TIwo families of the aborigines of our coun- 
try, consisting of two men, their wives and “pa- 
pooses,”” have within a few days located themselves 
on the shores of Staten Island, near the Narrows, 
where they have erected their huts and employ 
their time in shoaling porpoises and making bas- 
kets. They are now from the shores of Lake 
Champlain; but they belong to the Penobscot tribe. 
They came the whole distance from the lakes in 
their frail bark canoes, are perfectly harmless, civil 
and well-behaved. A large number of fashionables 
from the city have = them a visit, and made pur- 
chases of their baskets, &c. 


New Hampshire. ‘The legislature adjourned on 
the 9th inst. after passing 101 bills, resolutions, &c. 
The attempts to suspend the operation of the law 
prohibiting the circulation of small bills, was voted 
down by a larze majority. The Patriot says— 

«The resolutions introduced at the ecommence- 
ment of the session by Mr. Hadley, instructing our 
senators and requesting our representatives in con- 





gress to oppose a national bank in all shapes and 
under all circumstances, cume up for consideration 
in the house on Thursday last, and after an anima- 
ted debate, were adopted by a vote of 136 to 60.” 

The New Hampshire law against the circulation 
of small bilis took effect, as far as regards the bills 
of other state banks. on the Ist instant. The small 
notes of the New Hampshire banks may pass for a 
year to come, but no new ones of the smaller 
denominations could lawfully be issued, after that 
date. The penalty against the importation of the 
small bills of foreign banks, with intent to put them 
in circulation, is not less than $100. 


Rebellion. Our city had almost become the the- 
atre of a foreign invasion on Saturday afternoon—or 
perhaps we should rather say that a foreign power 
having obtained entrance to the very heart of our 
dominion, under peaceful guise, had assusmed a hos- 
tile attitude, and threatened war upon us withont a 
previous formal declaration, contrary to the estab- 
lished usages of international politeness and civility. 
It seems that a ceriain captain Newbold, master of 
a British vessel lying at the foot of Beekman street 
had been mulcted by the marine cuourt for some 
violation of the dock laws; and that a constable was 
deputed to levy upon the vessel for the amount of 
the judgment. 

Upon going on board, however, he was resisted, vz 
et armis, by the captain and his myrmidons, who 
hoisted the British flag, and arining theinselves with 
pistols, sabres, handspikes, ropes’ ends, broom han- 
dies, and such other weapons of war as they could 
muster, declared vengeance upon any who should set 
foot on board their vessel. The officer was fain to re- 
treat—but making application to the police magis- 
trates, captain Newbold and his merry inen were dis- 
comfited, and the former was made captive. This 
will do for a set-off to the imprisonment of the 
agent at Madawaska, by order of the governor of 
New Brunswick. [N. Y. Com. Adv. 


The Ben Sherrod. The Natchez Courier of the 
Sth inst. states, that the bodies of 21 persons were 
picked up at the mouth of the Bulfalo Creek, one 
mile and a half above Fort Adams, by some of the 
citizens of that place. There is no doubt but that 
they are a part of the large number that met their 
untimely and horrid end at that awful catastrophe, 
the burning of the Ben Sherrod. The clothes on 
some of the bodies were much burnt. In the num- 
ber were two ladies, one of whom had a child, 
which a mother’s fondness and a mother’s despair 
had so encircled with her left arm, that even in 
death it remained pressed to that bosom where it 
could no longer find protection! 


An extraordinary case is mentioned among the 
coroner’s inquests in the N. York Journal of Com- 
merce. A man named Andrew Corey, aged 3 
years, while sleeping on the string piece of the 
dock, at the foot of Canal street, on Friday, 7th 
instant, fell into the river, where he remained 

early half an hour before he was extrivated.— 
The immersion had such an effect on him that he 
remained in a lingering condition until Wednesday, 
when he expired. Verdict that be died from inju- 
ries received from falling into the water. The 
wonder is, not that the man ultimately died, but 
that he lived so long. 


Somnolency. A curious instance of prolonged som- 
nolency, or suspended consciousness, is related in the 
last Schoharie Republican—which approximates in 
kind, if not in duration, the ease of Rip Van Win- 
kle. A Mrs. Sidney, living near that village, fell 
asleep in her chair soon after tea on the 18th ult.— 
was carried to bed (it being found impossible to 
wake her), where she slept soundly and quietly 
until the 24th, when for the first time she appeared 
to notice what was passing. During all this time 
(six days), she took no food. 


Benjamin Ratibun. <A nolle prosequi has been 
entered upon nine of the old indictments against 
this individual—four yet remain to be tried, one as 
accessary, and the others as principal, in January 
next. Three new indictments were lately found, 
which will also be tried at some future period. 
The testimony of Lyinan Rathbun, who is suppos- 
ed to reside in Texas, will be taken by commis- 
sion. 


Good farming. Mr. Reybold, an enterprising 
and bighly intelligent farmer of the state of Dela- 
ware sowed on the 17th of March last some spring 
wheat that he obtained from Rome, N. Y. from 
which he expects to reap from twenty-five to thirty 
bushels to the acre. The Delaware State Journal 
says that the same gentleman had in 1835 one hun- 
dred bushels of corn to the acre, and that he has at 

resent fields which promise even a greater yield, 
Vith such lands no man should even dare to whis- 
per a word about hard times. 





———. 

““Shreeveport” iz the appropriate naine, on the ,,. 
per Red River region, ot the site of a town on tb 
banks of that celebrated tributary of the Missig:;,.- 
made familiar to us by the astonishing performer, 
of captain Shreeve, in cutting a passage throush qh, 
100 wiles of natural raft which blocked up tery 
gation. Itis 225 miles above Naichitoches, hithert, 
the highest point of navigation. It is 40 miles ay 
the Sabine, and 90 from Nacogdoches, in Pevn.. 
The Caddoes (Indians) held 1,000,000 acres jy this 
part of Louisiana, and lately sold it to the United 
States for $80,000—now accessible by canta 
Shreeve’s labors, and the most valueble body of 
cotton land in the world. (NY. ¥. Star, 


Matthias, the prophet, formerly distinguished in 
the state of New York, for his impositions oy 4 
number of credulous people, who were attache, to 
him from a belief that he was divinely inspired, re. 
centiy passed through the northern part of Thse., 
rawas county, Ohio. He stopped over night wit), 
a citizen of Sandy township, who being a Yankee 
was of course enurious to know his businces ‘ 
Ohio. Matthias inforined him that he came in che. 
dience to the injunctions of a vision, to regulate 
the Mormonites, at Kirtland, and spread his hew 
doctrines arneng the benighted of the west. The 
Tuscarawas Advocate says that he was well dress. 
ed, and fram what he could learn, had fleeced his 
flock of a good share of their wordly inheritayce. 


Major Gaies, The Alexandria Gazette of Tues 
day says:—We have reeeived a copy of the pro. 
ceedings of the court martial, in the case of majo; 
William Gates, who, after having been strieken 
from the roils of the army by the late president, 
was afterwards, allowed a trial, and unanimously 
and honerably acguitted. The evidence fully con. 
firms the finding of the court. Maj. Gates is an old 
aud respected oificer of the army, and we concratn- 
late him and his friends upon the result of the in- 
vestigation into his conduct as an officer and a sol. 
dier. 

_£ migration. On the 13th inst. 956 emigrants ar- 
rived at the New York quarantine ground, in dif- 
ferent vessels, from Harve and England. 


Grog shops. There are nearly three hundred 
“German coffee houses’? (grog shops) in the city of 


Cincinatti. The native are estimated at less thay 
fifty. 


Domestic cottons. There have been large sales 
recenily of domestic cotton manufactures, at Bos. 
ton, to the extent of ten or fifteen thousand bales in 
all, for shipment to China. The prices are such as 
the sellers call fair, and such as yield a liberal profit 
on the present cost of manufacturing. There 
have recently been sales of domestic goods here, 
brown, white, and printed by auction, for cash, at 
low prices; but yet such as we think at the present 
low price of cotton must at least refund the cost 
of making. [Journal of Commerce. 


The Baltimore and Philadelphia rail road was 
formally opened for travel, as far as Wilmington, 
Delaware, on Wednesday Jast. 


The venerable ex-president Adams has entered 
his s-ventieth year. Ile was born on the 11th of 
July, 1767. 


In the case of James Gordon Bennet, editer of 
the New York Herald, who was indicted for a libel 
upon John Haggerty & Sons, and others, in pub- 
lishing their names as having failed, when suci 
was not the case, he pleaded gvilty, and was allow- 
ed antik this day to produce affidavits in mitigation 


of sentence. 


‘Broom corn,” now cultivated to so profitable 


an extent in this country, owes its introduetion to 
Franklin’s acute mind. <A lady in Philadelphia 
. . . @ ] 
held an imported cloth’s whisk in her hand, ani 
whilst examining it as a novelty, be found a single 

om’ iH attached ' alte, thie 7 lanted 
grain stil attachca to the stalk; this he planted, 
and a large and increasing article of usefulness hes 
been thus perpetuated in the United States. 


Gen. Memucan Hunt was, on the 6th inst pre- 
sented by the acting secretary of state to the presi- 
dent and delivered his credentials as envoy extraor- 
dinary and minister plenipotentiary of the republic 
of Texas near the government of the United States. 


Bishop England, being a guest of the Washins- 
ton society of Charleston, at the celebration of ti’ 
dth, gave the following excellent and appropriate 
toast: ; 

“Washington: Admired by the civilized worl. 
why should his own pitas ever hesitate to be 
guided by bis admonitions, to walk in his footstep* 
Let his maxims be our rule, until we shall receive 
better fro:n some one more conspicuous for wisdou, 
more devoted to his country.” 
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